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This invention relates to improvements in accessories 
for stringed instruments which are positioned at the shoul 
der of the musician when played and refers more particu 
larly to an attachment or rest for violins and violas to 
prevent slipping, sliding or displacement while held in a 
playing position. 

In the use of musical instruments of the class of violins 
and violas a common and often experienced difficulty and 
aggravation is the sliding or displacement of the instru 
ment from its position on the shoulder during the travers 
ing of the bow across the strings or in manipulation of 
the strings by the fingers at the finger board. 
An object of the present invention, therefore, is to pro 

vide a device that can be readily and easily attached to 
the lower enlarged tonal portion of the conventional 
instrument body in the vicinity of the chin rest which is 
shaped to fit against a musician's neck so pressure im 
posed by the hand supporting the instrument holds it 
firmly in position. 
Another object is to provide a kidney-shaped neck rest, 

one edge of which is contoured to conform with the rib 
of the instrument body and attached to the body by a 
flexible strap, one end of which is fastened to the tail 
piece anchoring button, the other to an adjacent corner 
of one of the instrument's bouts. 
A further object is to provide a lobular member con 

sisting of a neck rest which, by means of a flexible strap 
and curved abutment strip is easily attached and holds 
the rest against vertical or longitudinal displacement rela 
tive to the instrument body. 

Other and further objects will appear from the descrip 
tion which follows. 

In the accompanying drawings which form a part of the 
instant specification and are to be read in conjunction 
therewith, and in which like reference numerals are used 
to indicate like parts in the various views: 

FIG. 1 is a face view of an instrument with the neck 
rest accessory attached. m 

FIG. 2 is an edge view of the instrument shown in 
F.G. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 3-3 in 

FIG. 1 in the direction of the arrows. 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along the line 4-4 in 

FIG. 3 in the direction of the arrows. 
In the drawings, wherein for the purpose of illustration 

is shown a typical embodiment of the invention, and par 
ticularly FIG. 1, numeral 10 designates a violin top hav 
ing an upper tonal section 10a and a lower tonal section 
10b equipped with conventional string mounting acces 
sories, including finger board 11, strings 12, bridge 13, 
tail piece 14 and anchor button 15 and fastening loop 15a. 
The body of the instrument shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 

comprises the top 10, a bottom 16 and a narrow interme 
diate rib 17 uniting the top and bottom along their lateral 
edges. Centrally of the body are C-shaped constrictions 
18 called bouts, terminating or merging into the upper 
and lower sections of the body at corners 19. 
The neck rest appendage comprises a kidney-shaped 

block or hollow member 20 having the side or edge abut 
ting the rib 17 shaped to conform with the curvature of 
the instrument body while that side 20a or edge which 
rests against the neck is contoured to comfortably fit the 
musician. 
To mount the rest 20 on the instrument there is pro 

vided a flexible strap 21, one end 2a of which is aper 

2 
tured to slip over the tail piece anchoring button 15, the 
opposite end 21b equipped to receive an elastic loop 22 
which is attached to the end of the strap and is looped 
around an adjacent corner 19 of the body. Beneath the 
rest is a threaded hole into which is screwed a flat head 
screw and washer 23 by which a conventional type shoul 
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der pad 24 is attached to the member 20. 
To hold the rest snugly against the rib of the instru 

ment and prevent vertical or horizontal displacement 
While the instrument is played there is provided an abut 
ment or enclosure strip 25 shaped to the curvature of 
the instrument rib and mounted on the abutting edge of 
member 29. This abutment strip 25 and pads 26 not 
only serve to prevent displacement of the rest appendage 
20 but eliminate any interference the rest attachment 
might have with true sound transmission of the instrument 
and possible effects upon its tonal qualities. The length 
and width of the strip 25 corresponds substantially to the 
length and width of the abutting side of the rest member 
20 and the width of the rib. Before affixing strip 25 to 
member 20 the curved abutting surface of member 20 is 
rabbeted out or milled to form a shallow channel 20b 
extending the length of its surface. This channel is 
formed to receive the fastening strap 21 by which the 
rest member is attached to the body of the instrument. 
After the intermediate or central portion 21c of the strap 
21 is placed in the channel the abutment strip 25 is then 
fixedly attached to the ridges or lands 20c paralleling the 
channel, covering the strap and positioning the strip be 
tween the rib and the rest member when said member is 
mounted on the instrument. Attached to strip 25 are 
cushions or friction pads 26. 
To further prevent movement and displacement of the 

rest member upon the instrument body there is provided 
a pressure or friction imposing means within the body of 
the rest member centrally of the fastening strap 21. This 
pressure imposing means comprises a spring actuated 
plunger having an enlarged head 27, a stem 28 and com 
pression spring 29. The body of the rest member 20 is 
recessed to receive this plunger by drilling a hole centrally 
of the curved abutting surface having a diameter slightly 
greater than the diameter of the plunger. Into the bot 
tom of this hole is drilled a second deeper hole of smaller 
diameter which receives stem 28 when the head 27 is 
depressed against the force of the compression spring 29. 
This pressure imposing means is assembled in the rest 
member prior to placing strap 21 in its channel and before 
enclosure strip 25 is attached to the rest member. 
To assemble the device after the rest member 20 has 

been formed the channel milled and the concentric holes 
drilled for the pressure plunger, spring 29 is placed upon 
the stem 28 and the plunger inserted in its well. Upon 
insertion of the plunger, spring 29 is compressed and 
While depressed fastening strap 21 is placed in the channel 
and strip 25 affixed to member 20 covering the strap. 
The strap is now slidable lengthwise beneath strip 25 
Subject to the friction engagement imposed by the plunger 
head 27. Thus when the rest member 20 is attached to 
the instrument, plunger 27 actuated by spring 29 pinches 
the fastening strap between the head 27 and strip 25 to 
hold the rest against displacement on the instrument body. 
Shoulder pad 24 may then be attached beneath member 
20 by the screw and washer 23. 
To mount the rest member upon the instrument the 

apertured end of strap 21 is slipped over button 15 and 
strip 25 now affixed to member 20 is applied to the rib 
17 so the cushion pads 26 constitute the principal con 
tacting surfaces. The elastic loop on the opposite end of 
the strap is then hooked onto an adjacent corner 19 of the 
instrument. Thus the fastening strap holds the device 
firmly against the instrument body and immovable against 
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pressure imposed during playing of the instrument. To 
adjust the lobular appendage 20 to a proper location it 
is only necessary to lift it slightly from the instrument by 
extension of elastic cord 22, then slide the member along 
the strap in either direction to the position desired and 
replace it against the rib of the instrument. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that the invention 

is well adapted to attain all of the ends and objects herein 
before set forth, together with other advantages which 
are obvious and which are inherent to the structure. 

It will be understood that certain features and Sub 
combinations are of utility and may be employed without 
reference to other features and subcombinations. This is 
contemplated by and is within the scope of the claims. 
As many possible embodiments may be made of the 

invention without departing from the scope thereof it is 
to be understood that all matter herein set forth or shown 
in the drawings is to be interpreted as illustrative and not 
in a limiting Sense. 

Having thus described my invention, claim: 
1. A neck rest for musical instruments of the class of 

violins and violas which have front, back and rib portions 
with string mounting accessories, including a neck and 
finger board, a tail piece and an anchoring button af 
fixed to the rib midway between the corners of the lower 
tonal section for attachment of the tail piece, comprising 

a rigid lobular kidney-shaped member removably 
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mounted on the rib of the instrument along its lower 
tonal section, 

the rib abutting edge of said member curved to conform 
with the exterior curvature of the rib, 

the neck abutting edge of said member curved to com 
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fortably fit about the neck of a player of the instru 
ment, a fastening strap extending longitudinally of the rib 
abutting edge of the rest, 
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4. 
one end of said strap attached to the anchoring button, 

the other end to a corner of the lower tonal section 
of the instrument, 

whereby possibility of displacement of the instrument 
from its normal playing position on the neck and shoulder 
of a player is substantially reduced. 

2. A rest as in claim 1, with 
a shallow channel rabbeted longitudinally of the curved 

rib abutting edge of said rest, 
a fastening strap in said channel, one end attached to 

the anchoring button, the other end to a corner of the 
lower tonal section of the instrument. 

3. A rest as in claim 1, with 
a shallow channel rabbeted longitudinally of the curved 

rib abutting edge of said rest, 
a fastening strap in said channel, one end attached to 

the anchoring button, the other end to a corner of 
the lower tonal section of the instrument, 

an enclosure strip spanning the lands of said channel 
interposed between the strap and rib. 

4. A rest as in claim 3, with 
a spring actuated pressure imposing means in the rest 

member centrally of its rib abutting side adapted to 
frictionally engage the strap against the enclosure 
strip. 
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