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force to the piston(s) to force fluid of the sample in the volume through the filter medium to produce a filtrate. By providing the
space for pelleting the particulate material under the influence of the centrifugation force, the clogging of the filter medium can be
avoided or considerably delayed. Further, the entire process can be performed in the same device without having to remove the
sample for any intermediate clarification steps.
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

BO4B 7/16(2006.01)i, BO4B 1/00(2006.01)i, BO1D 17/038(2006.01)i, BO1D 61/00(2006.01)i

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC
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eKOMPASS(KIPO internal) & Keywords: filtering, centrifugation, barrel, volume, piston, space, clogging

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
X US 03969250 A (Andrew F. Farr) 13 July 1976. 1,2
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.: 6,10,15

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningtul international search can be carried out, specifically:

Claims 6, 10 and 15 refer to multiple dependent claims that refer to other multiple dependent claims. Therefore, the meaning of
the technical feature to which they refer is vague and unclear.

3. & Claims Nos.: 5, 7-9, 11-14

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. |:| As all required addtional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.
The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.
|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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