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UNITED: STATES

1,528,243
PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN E. BRI.GGS, OF WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS!

FIXTURE FOR SELF-SERVING STORES.

Application filed June 2, .

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jou~ E. Bricas, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Wichita Falls, in the county of Wichita and
State of Texas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Fixtures for
Self-Serving Stores, of. which the follow-
ing is a specification.

My invention relates to fixtures primarily
intended for self serving stores and the main
object of the invention is to provide units
or sections which permit-a rapid and con-
venient installation of these store fixtures.
Each unit is so constructed that it fits against
and interlocks with another unit, and a
number of these units thus form continuous
rows of shelving. By providing these sec-
tionsor umits in uniform sizes and with suit-
able locking devices, they. can not only be
quickly erected and assembled, but also very
easily detached and removed from the store
without drawing a nail or taking out a
serew,.or splitting a board.

Another objeet of my invention is to pro-
vide high shelving along the walls, and low
double shelving. in the center of the room
about three feet high and standing on a six
inch base, and in this manner the clerks will
have-a full view of every person in the room
and of the contents of the lower shelving
so that every article or division holding a
number of the same articles can be labeled
and seen from any place in the store by the
customer or the clerk. A further object of
the invention is to arrange the shelving in
such 4 manner that a customer is compelled
to pass almost every, article in the store be-
fore reaching the exit. It is also the pur-
pose of this invention to arrange canned
goods or other- articles in such a manner
that they will decorate the room and make
it'more attractive: : :

In the accompanying drawings one em-
bodiment of -the invention is illustrated;
and » '

Figure 1 represents a plan view of a self
serving store gccording to the present in-
vention;

Figure 2 is a transverse section along line
29 of Figure 1; - _

Figure 3 is'a fragmentary elevation show-
ing the joining of two shelving sections or
units; and’ )

Figure 4 is a borizontal section along line
4-—4-of Figure 3. »

In the drawings reférence wumeral 10 rep-

1923, Serial No. 642,941.

resents the main entrance to the store lead-
ing into a lobby or entrance hall 11, which
may be provided with a seat 12 for waiting
customers. Facing the door in the lobby is-
a show case 18 with glass top and sides for
displaying sundry articles:. On both- sides:
of this show case are furnished turnstiles
14 and 15 respectively for exit only and an
entrance turnstile 16 is shown at the ex-
treme left in Figure 1 close to the bench 12.
Retween the two turnstiles 15 and 16 ex-
tends a partition 17 to which the exit turn-
stile 15 may be locked, and similarly the
other turnstile 14 may be locked to the show
case 18 so-that the passage of the custoners-
may be directed to one or the other of these:
exits 1f- necessary. o
Each turnstile is of the ordinary ratehet
construction so as to turn only one way and’
the ratchet has preferably eight catches and’
a spring dog  arranged' to' engage in the
catches. : .
At 18 is shown a basket rack in conven-
ient pesition for the-customers coming: in
through the entrarce turnstile 16 and it is

also in a convenient position for the clerks

stationed in the space 19 formed by the two
counters 20 and 21 and’ the show' case 13.
The rear end of the counters: is provided'
with a small gate 22 which may be locked
to prevent unauthorized persons to enter the
space 19 for the clerks. On the-counter 20
is positioned an adding machine 28 and a
cash reégister 24, preferablv at one end there-
of, and at the opposite end of the counter 21
are also placed an adding machine 25 and
a cash recister 26 for the use of a second
cler’ tending to the counter 21. o
Along both side walls 27 of the store are
arranged units or shelving consisting of
sections or nmits 28 and 29. The shelving 28
is preferably «ix feet hioh, six feet long, and
twelve inches deen. while the shelving 29 is
six feet hichi. six feet long, and: eight inches
deep, each provided with a central parti-
tion 30 dividine each unit into twin com-
partments 31. One of' the end walls 32 on
each unit is reinforced; as best séen in Fig-
ures 8 and 4, by a face plate 38 secured to

one of the units and engaging with the ad-

jacent unit by means of ‘studs 34'in the end
wall thereof entering in' suitable -Key-hole
shaped apertures in' the plate 33. In this
manmer, it will be evident that the sections
are interlocked and’ cannot come apart when
erected, but can very easily be removed when

80

65

70

75

80

85

80

95

100

105

110



10

15

10

it

= ]

necessary. This shelving continues the whole
length of the store with the exception of a
storage room 35 formed behind transversely
situated sections or unifs 36 of the same con-
struction as those already described and in-
terlocked in the same manner, and of a re-
frigerator 87 positioned .incontinuation of
the shelving 36 and handy for refilling from
the storage room 35, j .

‘Between the shelving 29 along the left
hand side ‘wall of the store and the trans-
verse shelving 86 as well as between the re-
frigerator 87 and the adjacent shelving 28
are furnished gates or doors 88 for clos-
ing the storage room 35 to the public. Along
the right hand side wall 27 and facing the
bench 12 in the entrance hall, are placed
large bins 39 intended to hold vegetables
and fruits, and smaller bins 40 are placed
against ‘the partition 41 forming one side
of the lobby or-entrance hall and ‘intended
for smaller vegetables or fruits, and near-
est the exit is provided substantial shelving
42 and 43 for heavy articles such-as pota-
toes, turnips, flour, salt and the like.

Parallel to the side walls and in continua-
tion of the basket rack 18, I provide doubls
shelving 44 also’ constructed in sections
about -three feet high, six feet long, and
eighteen inches deep, standing on a base
about six inches-high." This shelving is of
similar construction to that already de-
scribed, that is to say, they have interlock-
ing ends 45, but with the central longitu-
dinal partition 46 dividing the units into
shallow compartments facing in both di-
rections of the sections. .
~ In transverse direction between the shelv-
ings 28 and 44 are placed units 47 similar
to units 44. Between the outer ends of the

- transverse shelving 47 and the longitudinal

ones 28 and 44 are formed spaces or pas-
sages. However, the rear end unit 44 con-
nects across the space to the nearest unit
47 by means of a sliding bar 48 which has
a_concealed lock within ‘the shelving not

~visible to the customers, and a similar bar

49 is placed across the space of the middle
transverse shelving 47 connecting it with

“the high shelving 28. = By providing these

sliding bars 48 and 49, the customers will
be compelled to take a circuitous course
through the store, while when the clerks
fill the shelves with groceries, the bars may
be pushed in-along the shelving and permit

- free passage in either direction., in ovder

G0

" ment may be used for wider

to shorten the way for the clerk.

The arrangement of the store 25 indicat-
ed in Figure 1, is intended for # compara-
tively narrow room, but a similar arrange-
rooms, in

which case, a suitable number of sections
47 and 43 mav be added across the store
and one or more extra, lengthwiys running

{2l to the

shelf units may be placed p
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shelving 28 along the right-hand.wall 27
and between the same and the bins 40 and
shelving 42.: : -

The window. tables 50 may be used for
display purposes.

It will now be evident that every shelf
and bin can be seen by the clerks positioned
in space 19 as the lower shelving in the
middle of the room does not prevent them
from looking across the same to the side
shelving 28 and-29, and similarly, for the
customer’s. convenience, an open view from
any part of the store is possible so that he
will know where to find the article he de-
sires to purchase. All of the shelving is
placed on six inch high bases 55.

At the end of partition 51, running across-
the end of the counter 21 is furnished a

pair of gates 52 and 53, the former intend-
ed to close the branch passage 56 leading

to the counter 20 and the latter to close

the branch passage 57 running along the
counter 21 and to turnstile 14. This 15 for
the purpose of directing the course of the
customers so that when, for instance, only
one clerk is stationed in the space 19 he
can get all of the customers to pass by one
of the counters instead of having to at-
tend to both of them and turn around first
ta the one and: then to the other of the
counters as the customers pass it. These
doors may be fastened in open position or
locked in closed position as desired.

The storage room 85 is equipped with
counters 58, shelves 59 and scales for the
convenience of the clerks.

Upon entering the.store through the main
doors 10, the customer passes through the
lobby or entrance hall 11 and by the turn-
stile 16 into the left hand passage.60 be-
tween the side shelving 29 and 44 running
towards the rear of the store. If he in-
tends to buy many and heavy articles, he
can take a basket from the rack 18, con-
veniently positioned at the right as he en-
ters this passage. When he has reached
the end of shelving 44, he has to turn to
the right and proceed across the store to
the shelving 28 along the right hand wall,
when he has to turn again to the right and
proceed between the two transverse shelv-
Ings 47 until he reaches the low shelving 44,
when he turns to the left, again proceed-
ing towards the high shelving 28, when he
may follow the branch passage 57 past the
bins 43 and pay for his goods at the counter
20 and leave by the turnstile 15; or he may
proceed along the shelving 28 and the bins
39 and turn back along the shelving 42 and
go through ihe gate 51 along the branch
pdssage at the counter 21 to pay for the
goods and puss out through the turnsiile 14,

The sheiving units may, of courze, be
srected in ot stores end fheir pes is not
timited te s2lf serving stoves.
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Having thus described the 1nvent1on,

-what is claimed as new is:

Store fixtures comprising a row of shelv-
ing units of uniform length and height ar-
ranged along the side walls of a store room
short of the front and rear walls thereof,

‘another row of shelvmor units arranoed
transversely of the store room and connect-
'ed with the .recarmost of said first shelv-

ing defining a storage department adjacent
the rear wall; a row “of bins arranged along
one side wall in continuation of the corre-
sponding shelving and extending to the
front wall, a second row of bins spaced
from the first row and of substantially the
same length, a show case parallel with the
front wall and spaced therefrom substan-
tially level with the foremost of the rows
of side shelving units defining a lobby ad-
jacent the front wall; the side and trans-
verse shelving together with the show

a8

case constltutmg a self-serv ing store; a
basket rack, and a row of double shelving
units sp‘lced from the row of shelving units
along the second side wall forming an en-
trance passage and terminating short of
the row of transverse shelving umts, rows
of other transverse shelving “units spaced
from- each other and connected alternately
with the double shelving units and the
shelving units along said first side wall
fonmng a zig-zag passage in continuation
of the &ntrance passage; counters connect-
ed with the show case, exit passages formed
between the counters and the basket rack
and bins respectively, and turnstiles placed
respectively in said entrance and exit pas-
sages substantially level with said show
case. ‘

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-

ture. .
JOHN E. BRIGGS. [n.s.]
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