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3,130,852 United States Patent Office E. 
1. 

3,130,352 
BAET CONTAINEERS 

Exeish Kleigh Cook, 208 Keiso St., Paxtang, 
Harrisbgrg, Pa. 

Filed May 1, 1961, Ser. No. 105,587 
4. Cairns. (C. 220-57) 

This invention relates generally to containers, and more 
particularly to an insulated bait container having a new 
and improved joint structure. 

While container structures having a container placed 
within an outer container for purposes of keeping min 
noWS, Worms, etc. fresh over extended periods of time 
are known in the art, difficulty has been experienced in 
keeping the cold air within the container and the warm 
Surrounding air out of the container particularly along 
the joints thereof. Similar problems arise in portable food 
containers of the two-container type wherein an insulated 
outer container carried ice or the like, and also the inner 
container receives the food to be chilled. 

In such prior art containers, difficulty has also been 
experienced in removing contents from the inner con 
tainer. Containers having screw-on caps, lids with snap 
fasteners, or spring-loaded lids, all for the purpose of 
allowing access to the contents of the containers, are 
known in the art. 
provide the ease of access, the greatly improved joint 
insulation means and the closure means of my invention. 
An object of this invention is to provide a container 

or the like having a new and improved joint closure struc 
ture. 

Another object of this invention is the provision of a 
new and improved container joint structure located be 
tween an inner container, and outer container, and a cover 
therefor, the joint structures composed of material having 
a low thermal conductivity to provide the added featur 
of an insulated joint. 
A further object of this invention is the provision of 

a two-piece container joint structure wherein a first re 
silient element carried by one portion thereof is of re 
cessed shape permitting the frictional and locking en 
gagement of a second resilient element carried by an 
other portion thereof. 

Still a further object of the invention is the provision 
of a two-piece joint structure wherein the first resilient 
recessed element has an outwardly-curved surface which 
Snugly engages an inwardly-curved surface on the second 
resilient element thereby providing a locking engagement 
between the two elements. 
Yet another object of this invention is the provision 

of a third resilient joint member attached to the lid of 
the container and snugly engaging the container provid 
ing a notably superior closure means. 

Other objects and advantages of this invention will 
be apparent from the following description, the ap 
pended claims, and the accompanying drawing, in which 
a preferred embodiment of the invention has been illus 
trated, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a bait container embody 

ing features of the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a broken out side elevation view taken 

along lines 2-2 of FIGURE 1; and 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged sectional view of the joint 

shown in FGURE 2, 
Referring more particularly to the drawing, a bait con 

tainer 8, is of kidney shape (see FIGURE 1), and in 
cludes an outer container 2 which consists of two sheets 
14 and 16 between which is sandwiched a sheet 15 of 
glass fiber or the like, for purposes of insulation. A 
bottom wall 18 is attached to the container walls by 
welding or by other suitable means. 
An inner container 20 for carrying bait or the like 
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2 
is provided for placement within the outer container, 
the container 20 having a side wall 22 and bottom wall 
24. Extending outwardly about the side wall 22 of the 
inner container 20 is flange 26 termination with a down 
wardly extending portion 23. 
The container i0 has a cover 30 conforming to the 

kidney shape of outer casing 12. The cover 30 is of 
two-piece construction, there being provided a first lid 
element 32 joined to outer casing 12, and hinged as at 
34 to second lid element 33 allowing the latter to be 
raised for entry into inner container 20. In this regard, 
the lid elements 10, 32 and 33 are joined to the container 
by joints according to this invention, the joints being split 
at the ends of the hinge 34. Air holes 36 may be punched 
or drilled in cover element 33. 
While the two-piece cover construction just described 

is preferred, the cover 30 may also be made of one 
piece construction entirely removable to permit access 
to the inner container 20. 
The cover 30 terminates along its peripheral edge in 

a downwardly extending rim portion 38. Surrounding 
the upper end region of outer container 12 is a first joint 
member 42 composed of rubber or other resilient ma 
terial, presenting an inner sealing surface 44, a top seal 
ing surface 46, and an outer sealing surface 48. 

Attached to the side wall of the inner container 20, 
the lower surface of the upper flange 26, and the inner 
peripheral surface of the downwardly extending portion 
28, is a second joint member 50, also composed of rub 
ber or other resilient material. This second joint mem 
ber presents a cooperative inner sealing surface 52, a 
bottom sealing surface 54, and an outer sealing surface 56. 
The joint members 42 and 50 are of generally com 

plementary shape, the joint 50 being recessed so as to 
allow engagement with the joint 42. The joint 42 fits 
snugly within joint 50, the surface 44 bearing against 
the surface 52, the surface 46 bearing against the Sur 
face 54, and the surface 48 bearing against the surface 56. 
The surface 43 of the joint member 42 is inwardly curved, 
as seen in FIGURE 3, matching an outwardly curved 
configuration of the surface 56 of joint member 50, to 
provide an efficient locking engagement therebetween. 
A third resilient joint member 58 is attached to cover 

30 on the inside of the rim 38 and may extend around 
the periphery of the cover 30 or may cover the entire 
surface thereof as shown in FIGURES 2 and 3 and 
extends around the periphery of the cover 30 as at 31. 
The purpose of joint member 58 is two-fold. First, it 
provides a frictional closure means between cover rim 
38 and inner container rim 28; and secondly, it serves 
as insulation between cover 36 and flange 26. 
As will be appreciated, various means (not shown) 

such as clips or straps of various types may be attached 
to the container to make it conveniently portable. 
A structure has been provided comprising an outer 

casing or container 12 into which Dry Ice or crushed 
ice may be placed in order to keep the contents of inner 
container 20 cool and fresh. The inner container 20 is 
inserted into the cavity formed by outer casing 12 in 
such a manner that joint member 42 sealingly engages 
joint member 50. Cover 48 is then placed on the top 
of the container, joint member 58 attached thereto seal 
ingly engaging the downwardly extending portion 28. 
A bait container has therefore been disclosed which 

provides means allowing for ease of access to the inside 
thereof; which provides a much improved sealing and 
insulation means to protect its contents over extended 
periods of time; and which provides a closure means much 
improved over that of the prior art. 

Accordingly, even if the container 10 is tipped on 
its side, the various elements will not separate by virtue 
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of the frictional and locking engagement between the 
joints. 

While the form of apparatus herein described con 
stitutes a preferred embodiment of the invention, it is 
to be understood that the invention is not limited to this 
precise form of apparatus, and that changes may be 
made therein without departing from the scope of the 
invention which is defined in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A bait container comprising an outer container hav 

ing side walls and a bottom wall; a first resilient joint 
member surrounding the upper end region of said side 
walls thereby providing an inner sealing surface adja 
cent said side walls; an inner container having a side 
wall and a bottom wall and including an upper flange 
portion extending outwardly from the side wall thereof, 
and a rim portion extending downwardly from the periph 
ery of said upper flange; a second resilient joint member 
attached to the recessed surface defined by the side wall 
of said inner container, the lower side of said upper fange 
portion, and the inside peripheral side of said down 
wardly extending portion, the outer surface of said second 
resilient joint member attached to the side wall of said 
inner container sealingly engaging the inner surface of 
said first resilient joint member; a cover for said casing 
including a downwardly extending peripheral side wall; 
a third resilient joint member attached to the inner sur 
face of said cover sidewall the inner surface of said third 
resilient joint member sealingly engaging the outer sur 
face of the downwardly extending flange portion of said 
inner container. 

2. A bait container comprising an outer container hav 
ing side walls and a bottom wall, a first resilient joint 
member surrounding the upper region of said side walls 
thereby providing an outer sealing surface and an inner 
sealing surface; an inner container having a side wall and 
a bottom wall and including an upper flange portion 
extending outwardly from the side wall thereof, and a 
rim portion extending downwardly from the periphery 
of said upper flange; a second resilient joint member 
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4. 
attached to the recessed surface defined by the side wall 
of said inner container, the lower side of said upper 
flange, and the inside peripheral surface of said down 
wardly extending portion, the outer surface of the second 
resilient joint member attached to the side wall of said 
inner container sealingly engaging the inner surface of 
said first resilient joint member. 

3. A bait container comprising an outer container hav 
ing side walls and a bottom wall; a first resilient joint 
member surrounding the upper region of said side walls 
thereby providing an outer sealing surface and an inner 
sealing surface; an inner container having a side wall 
and a bottom wall and including an upper flange portion 
extending from the side wall thereof, and a rim portion 
extending downwardly from the periphery of said upper 
flange; a second resilient joint member attached to the 
recessed surface defined by the side wall of said inner 
container, the lower side of said upper flange, and the 
inside peripheral side of said rim, the outer surface of 
said second resilient joint member being attached to the 
side wall of said inner container to sealingly engage the 
inner surface of said first resilient joint member and the 
inner surface of said second resilient joint member to 
sealingly engage the outer surface of said first resilient 
joint member. 

4. A bait container defined in claim 1 wherein said 
first resilient joint member has an outer sealing surface 
surrounding said side walls and said second resilient 
joint member has a cooperatively facing inner sealing sur 
face adjacent said rim portion, said last-mentioned sur 
faces being cooperatively recessed for interlocking sealing 
engagement with one another. 
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