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7o all tuhon, it invagy concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE C. SHERMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 

5 nois, have invented a certain new and useful 
Improvement in Clamps for Bicycle-Pedals, 
of which the following is a full, clear, concise, 
and exact description, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, forming a part 

Io of this specification. 
AIy invention relates to a clamp for bicycle 

pedals, my object being to provide means for 
clamping the foot of the rider upon the pedal 
when the foot is placed thereon, whereby the 

I5 foot is prevented from being thrown from the 
pedal, due to its rapid rotation. 
As is well known, it is very difficult to 

maintain the foot upon the pedal when riding 
at high Speeds, particularly in racing, and it 

2O has been proposed heretofore to provide a toe 
clip upon the pedal adapted to extend over 
the toe and rest upon the top of the foot to 
maintain the foot upon the pedal. Such con 
struction, however, is not effective insecurely 

25 maintaining the foot upon the pedal, and it 
is the object of the present invention to pro 
vide a clamp for securing the sole of the rider's 
shoe to the pedal to thus more effectively 
maintain the foot in position. 
In accordance with my invention a clamp 

ing device is provided upon the pedal, which, 
when the pressure of the foot is imposed there 
on, acts to clamp the sole of the rider's shoe 
in position, the clamp acting, when the pres 

35 sure is 1'emoved, to release the foot. 
I will describe my invention more in par 

ticular by reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a pedal embody 
4o ing my invention. Fig. 2 is an elevational 

view thereof, a portion of the pedal being 
broken away. Fig. 3 is an end view of the 
pedal, showing the foot of the rider locked in 
position. Fig. 4 is a view of a modification. 

Like letters refer to like parts in the several 
figures. 

I have illustrated my invention in connec 
tion with a pedal of specific construction; but 
it will be evident that it is equally applicable 

45 

to other forms, my invention being suscepti-So 
ble of numerous modifications. 
The pedal-rod C is secured to the crank by 

its end and carries plates to b', mounted to ro 
tate relatively to the rod a. Upon the oppo 
site ends of plates b b are carried the plates 55 
c d, being rigidly secured thereto. Upon the 
plates c and d respectively are provided up 
ward projections or clamps c' d', against which 
the edge of the sole of the shoe may rest. In 
the plate c is provided a longitudinal slot c, 6o 
while slot dis provided in the plated. The 
ends of a bent rod or journale are adapted 
to pass through the slots, screws or nuts e'e 
being provided upon the ends of the rod e, 
whereby the rod may be secured in any ad- 65 
justed position within the slots. Upon the 
rode are journaled the clamping-plates fand 
g, the plates carrying right-angular extensions 
or clamps fg', respectively, upon their ends, 
adapted to engage the sole of the rider's shoe. 7 o 
The levers f and g are so proportioned as to 
weight that the portion upon the left of the 
pivot, as illustrated in Fig. 2, predominates 
over the portion upon the right, so that when 
the clamping-plate occupies the position of 75 
the plate f in Fig. 2 the end carrying the 
clamp f is depressed, while the inner end f' 
is elevated. When the clamping-plate is in 
the position of the plate g in Fig. 2, the inner 
end g is brought into contact with the ping, So 
the greater weight of the opposite end main 
taining the plate in this position. When the 
rider places his foot upon the pedal, the sole 
of the shoe engages the inner end of the clamp 
ing-plate which may at the time be upper- 85 
most, that is, the inner end f* of the clamping 
plate f, as illustrated in Fig. 2, thus rotating 
the clamping-plate and clamping the Sole of 
the shoe between the clamps c' and f'. The 
shoe is thus locked upon the pedal and pre- 9o 
vented from being thrown there from, due to 
the rapid rotation of the pedal. When it is 
desired to remove the foot, it may be readily 
done by giving to the foot a slight rocking 
movement to the side to rotate the clamping- 95 
plate f and thus separate the clamps cf. to 
release the foot, 
In Fig. 4 I have shown the clamping-plate 
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f mounted upon a journal which is fixed in 
position, while the clamp c' is adapted to be 
adjusted in position, a slot h being provided 
in which a screw or bolt h", carried upon the 
clamp c', is adapted to move to thus vary the 
distance between the clamps f' and c'. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination with a bicycle-pedal, 
of a clamping-lever pivoted to the pedal and 
carrying upon the outer end a clamp, a sec 
Ond clamp provided upon the pedal between 
which and the clamp upon the lever the sole 
of the rider's foot is adapted to be clamped, 
the pivot of said clamping-lever being located 
So that the weight of the end of the lever car 
lying the clamp predominates; whereby the 
Weight of the lever tends to maintain the 
clamps separated when the lever is on the 
upper side of the pedal and moves the lever 
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into a horizontal position when on the under 
side of the pedal; substantially as describeci. 

2. In a bicycle-pedal, the combination with 
the plates cd carrying the clamps c' d' re 
spectively upon their ends, of the pivoted 
clamping-plates fg carrying the clamps f y 
respectively upon their ends, the ends carry 
ing the clamps predominating in weight, anci 
the rode upon which said clamping-plates are 
pivoted, said rode being adapted to be ad 
justably moved within slots provided in said 
plates cd whereby the distance between the 
clamps may be adjusted; substantially as de 
scribed. 

In witness whereof hereunto subscribe in S 
name this 30th day of July, A. D. 1895. 

GEORGE C. SHERMAN. 
Witnesses: 

JoHN W. SINCLAIR, 
W. CLYDE JONES. 
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