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8§ Claims.  (Cl. 211—43) :

This invention relates ‘generally to book-storage con-
struction, and is.especially concerned with a book-care
system including an accessory structure for book shelves.

As is well known to. those versed in the. storage and
handling of books, damage and deterioration occurs not
only from careless handling, but by the conventional stor-
age of books in upstanding position on a bookshelf. For
example, the spacing of the pages above the:bookshelf,
and the weight of the pages, cause the same to-sag and
distort the binding, resulting in ultimate damage there-
to. Also, the .conventional mode of removing a book
from a bookshelf, namely by pulling on the- upper edge
of ‘the book back, effects substantial local stresses and
eventual breaking and cracking of the binding. Tt is also
well known in the field that convenient location of books
along the front edge of a bookshelf presents a continual
problem in maintenance.

Accordingly, it is an important object of the present in-
vention to provide a book-care system which overcomes
the above-mentioned difficalties; prevents damage to book-
bindings. caused by sagging of the book pages, facilitates
selective removal of books ‘without pulling on the rela-
tively fragile edges thereof, and assures return of books
to the shelf in a manner properly locating the books along
the front shelf edge.

It is still a further object of the present invention to
provide a book-care system having the advantageous char-
acteristics mentioned in the preceding paragraph, which
is extremely simple in construction, durable and . reliable
throughout a long, useful life, and which can be economi-
cally manufactured and installed for sale at a reasonable
price.

Other objects of the present invention will become ap-
parent upon reading the following specification and refer-
ring to the accompanying drawings,; which form a material
part of this disclosure.

The invention accordingly consists in the features of
construction, combinations of elements, and arrangements
of parts, -which- will. be exemplified in the construction
hereinafter .described, and of which the scope will be in-
dicated by the appended claims.

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a partial top perspective view showing
a book-care system constructed in accordance with .the
teachings of the present invention.

FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the construction of
FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 3 is a sectional elevational view taken gensr-
ally along the line 3—3 of FIGURE 2.

FIGURE 4 is a partial top plan view similar to FIG-
URE 2, showing a slightly modified embodiment thereof.

FIGURE 5 is a partial sectional elevational view taken
generally along the line 5—5 of FIGURE 4.

FIGURE 6 is a sectional elevational view similar to
FIGURE 5, but showing a slightly modified embodiment.

FIGURE 7 is a partial top plan view illustrating opera-
tion of the embodiments of FIGURES 4-6. ‘

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, and
specifically to FIGURES 1-3 thereof, a bookshelf is there
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generally designated 10 andprovided with the accessory

structure of the present invention, generally designated 15.

The bookshelf 10 may be of elongate configuration,
disposed generally horizontally and fixedly sectired to an
upstanding support or wall .11, by any suitable 'means.
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The shelf 10 thus projects horizontally forward from' the
support or-wall 11 and terminates in a longitudinally ex-
tending front shelf edge 12.

The accessory structure .15 may include a elongate re-
taining strip or molding 16 secured on the upper surface
of shelf 10 extending: longitudinally therealong adjacent
to the rear edge-thereof. Thus, the retainer or strip 16
is spaced. rearward from ‘the ‘front:shelf edge 12. The
retainer strip 16 may be of a constant cross-sectional con-
figuration throughout its length, as seen in FIGURES 1
and 3. That is; the retainer strip may be of a generally
rectangular cross-sectional configuration having its under-
surface seated on the shelf 16 and formed with a longi-
tudinally extending groove 18 opening downwardly to-
ward ‘the shelf. Suitable fastener means, such as screws
19 may extend downwardly through the retainer strip 16
and its groove 18 into the shelf 16 to secure the retainer
strip in position. The retainer strip may be of any ‘de-
sired-length, or may be formed in separate ‘sections -ar-
ranged in end-to-end aligned relationship.

Forwardly . of the downwardly. opening groove 18, the
retainer 16 may be formed with an additional, Tongitudi-
nally -extending’ downwardly opening groove 20, The
lower forward portion of the. retainer 16 is ‘cut away, ‘as
at 21, along the entire length of the ‘retainer, to provide
a passageway or entry into-the lower portion of groove
29. Thus, the forward region of retainer 16 provides_ a
depending lip or rib, as at 22; forward of the groove 20
and terminating :in spaced relation above the shelf 10,
The opening 21 defines a reduced: eniry-way into the rela-
tively enlarged downwardly facing groove 20. ’

The accessory structure 15 further includes a plurality
of page supports or rests 25, each being seated on the
shelf 10 and extending forwardly from the retainer 16.
The page supports or rests 25 may each be of a straight,
generally flat configuration having a-thickness or height
less than the height of retainer opening 2% and having its
forward end tapering to a feathered edge 26. - Each page
rest 25 extends rearwardly through the opening 21.into the
groove 29 and is there formed with an upstanding ribor
lip 27 slidably received in the groove 20. Thus, the page
rests 25 seat on-the shelf 10, while the transverse slide
element or lip 27 of each rest is slidable in groove 20
to constrain ‘the rests to movement longitudinally of the
shelf while always extending transversely forward from
the retainer 16.

In addition, an upstanding boss or stop member 29 may
be provided on each page rest 25 and selectively located
thereon at any -desired position longitudinally along the
respective rest. Toward' this end, a series -of upwardly
opening holes or recesses 36 may be formed in each page
rest- 25 arranged longitudinally therealong; and, the stop
member or abutment 22 may inclide depending pins 31,
see FIGURE 3, removably engageable in the openings 30.

The accessory structure 15 may: 2lso include’ one or
more book ends 33." ‘A pair of book ends may be em-
ployed, substantially identical to each other but of oppo-
site-hand, if desired. “Each book end 33 may include a
generally flat bottom plate or base 34 resting on the shelf
18 and extending forwardly from the rétainer ‘16. The
plate 34 is advartageously of a length greater than.that of
the ‘page rests 25, to-extend forward beyond the -latter.
The rearward region of base 34 extends rearwardly. be-
neath lip' 22 of retainer 16 through opening 21 and’ into -
groove 28, where it is provided with an upstanding slide
member; 1ib- or ‘flange 35 slidably retained within the
greove 20. The slide member or flange 35 extends ‘trans-
versely ‘of ‘the base 34 to maintain the lattér in a for- .
wardly extending position generally normal to the tetainer
16, while permitting. movement of the book end’33 longi-
tudinally along the shelf 10.
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Along one side or edge of base 34 there is provided an
upstanding wall or abutment 36 for supporting engage-
ment with an endmost book, as will appear presently.
Also, an anchoring tab or extension 37 may project later-
ally from the base 34, at a location forward of the page
rests 25, generally normal to the abutment wall 36 and
lying along the upper surface of shelf 10.

As hereinbefore mentioned, the page rests 25 and book
ends 33 are constrained to movement in parallelism with
each other longitudinally along the shelf 16. - This con-
straint is maintained by sliding engagement of slide mem-
bers or flanges 27 and 35 in groove 20 when the page
rests 25 and base 34 are seated on the shelf 10. How-
ever, the page rests 25 and book-end base 34 may be
raised by swinging of their forward ends upward to with-
~draw the slide members 27 and 35, respectively, from the
groove 28.

An operative condition is shown in FIGURES 2 and 3,
a plurality of books 40 being disposed in upstanding rela-
tion on the shelf 10. It will there bé observed that the
pages 41 of the books have their lower horizontal or
nether -edges resting on respective page rests 25, Of
course, the lower edges of the book covers rest on the
shelf 10 in the conventional manner. Hence, the weight
of the pages 41 causing the lafter to sag is effectively

- resisted. :

It will also be observed that the books 40 are arranged
with their backs in line along the forward shelf edge 12.
This is assured by proper location of the stop members 29
for engagement with the vertical edges of the books.
Thus, upon removal and replacement of a book from the
shelf 10, its forward and rearward positioning is deter-
mined by location of the stop member 29, to theréeby

- maintain the book backs in proper alignment for neatness
and convenience in use, )

Also in FIGURE 2, it will be observed that an endmost
book may have one cover in engagement with the abut-
ment member or wall 36 of a book end 33 to insure proper
maintenance of the books in their upstanding condition.
Also, the endmost book rests on the anchoring tab 37 of
the adjacent book end 33, to thereby minimize possible
forces applied against the book rest.

In a set of books of equal depth, it may be desired to
omit the stop members 29 and employ the retainer 16 as
a stop for all the books.

In FIGURES 4 and 5 are shown a slightly modified
embodiment of adjustable stop 2%a, including a base
member 45 selectively positionable along a page rest 25,
and carrying a resilient member or spring 46, such as
a leaf spring having one end normally disposed forwardly
of the base 45 and resiliently depressible rearwardly.
A book is thus movable rearwardly against the resilient
stop spring 46, and upon release of the book the spring
serves to shift the book to a desired forward position.

Operation of the resilient abutment stop 29« is shown
in FIGURE 7. It will there be observed that a group of
three books 40 is arranged in upstanding, side-by-side

. condition on a book shelf 19, each seated on a respective
- page rest 25. The outer books 40 have been manually
depressed rearward against the resilient action of their
abutment stops 294, to leave the intermediate book at its
original position slightly forward of the adjacent books.
Thus, the intermediate book may be bodily grasped by its
covers and withdrawn for use. The outer books then
automatically return to their original positions under the
action of steps 29a4. This eliminates the need for finger-
- pulling of a book by the edge of its binding, and con-
sequent damage thereto.

In FIGURE 6 is shown a slightly modified embodiment
of resilient abutment stop 295, including a base 45b ad-
justably positionable on a page rest 25, and a stop mem-
. ber 465 slidably mounted on the base 45b. A coil spring
- 47, or other suitable resilient means may be connected
between the base 45b and movable stop element 465 to
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resiliently urge the latter to a forward limiting pesition,
as shown in phantom.

From the foregoing, it is seen that the present inven-
tion provides a book-care system in the nature of an
auxiliary structure for bookshelves, which fully accom-
plishes its intended objects and is well adapted to meet
practical conditions of manufacture and use.

Although the present invention has been described in
some detail by way of illustration and example for pusr-
poses of clarity of understanding, it is understood that cer-
tain changes and modifications may be made within the
spirit of the invention and scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A book-care system comprising a shelf adapted to
support books in upstanding position and having a front
edge, a retainer secured to said shelf spaced rearwardly
from said front edge, a page rest on said shelf and extend-
ing forwardly from said retainer for supporting engage-
ment with the nether page edges of an upstanding book
on said shelf, and connecting means detachably securing
said retainer to said page rest to hold the latter in po-
sition. ' :

2. A book-care system according to claim 1, in combi-
nation with upstanding stop means adjustably mounted
on said page rest for limiting engagement with the vertical
page edges of an upstanding book on said shelf.

3. A book-care system according to claim 1, said re-
tainer comprising a track extending longitudinally along
said shelf, and said connecting means comprising a slide
element fixed to said page rest and slidable along said
track to locate said rest at any desired position along said
shelf.

4. A book-care system comprising a shelf adapted to
support books in upstanding position and having a front
edge, a track secured to said shelf extending longitudinally
therealong and spaced rearwardly from said front shelf

. edge, a plurality of page rests on said shelf and each ex-

tending forwardly from said track for supporting engage-
ment beneath the pages of upstanding books on said shelf,
and a plurality of slide elements respectively fixed to the
rear of each page rest and slidably engaged in said track to
constrain said page rests to movement longitudinally of
said track for adjustment along said shelf.

5. A book-care system according to claim 4, in combi-
nation with upstanding stop means on each of said page
rests and selectively adjustable therealong forwardly and

- rearwardly of said shelf for limiting engagement with the

vertical page edges of an upstanding book on said shelf.

6. A book-care system according to claim 5, said stop
means each being resiliently yieldable rearwardly by rear-
ward book movement, whereby books adjacent to a se-
lected book may be moved rearwardly to expose the se-
lected book for withdrawal.

7. A book-care system according to claim 4, in combi-
nation with a book end comprising a base seated on said
shelf extending forwardly from said track, a base slide
element fixed to the rear of said base and slidably engaged
in said track to constrain the base to movement longitu-
dinally of said track for adjustment along said shelf, and
an upstanding abutment on said base for engagement with
the cover of a book.

8. A book-care system according to claim 7, in combi-
nation with an anchor tab projecting from said base along
said shelf for engagement beneath a book.
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