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This invention relates generally to articles of furni 
ture and more particularly to a seating structure which 
includes a one piece body shaped to form the back, seat 
and arms of the structure. 
The improved seating structure of this invention, while 

capable of other uses, is particularly useful as a lounge 
chair and a sofa. Such seating structures are subject to 
heavy use and must, therefore, be of a sturdy and durable 
construction. They also require frequent cleaning and 
repairing of the chair cover, and replacement of the chair 
cushions. Accordingly, such seating, structures are de 
sirably made so that they are not easily, damaged, and 
the covers and cushions can be readily removed for clean 
ing, repairing, and replacement. It is an object of this 
invention, therefore, to provide an improved seating 
article of furniture which is capable of withstanding rough 
treatment over a prolonged service life, is comfortable, 
and has a cover which can readily be removed. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a seat 

ing article of furniture which is constructed from a uni 
tary body shaped to form a hollow back, hollow arms, 
and a seat so that the article can be formed by merely 
supporting the body on a frame and covering the body 
with Suitable padding and a cover. 

Further objects, features and advantages of this inven 
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* for strength or appearance purposes, in which case the 

10. . " . material, or the like, such as polyurethane, is applied, 
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arms 20 and back 18 are still considered to be hollow 
as this term is used herein. 
The body 12 is also molded so that it has a continuous outwardly extending flange 28 at its lower end. The 

flange 28 is of a predetermined width corresponding sub 
stantially to the desired thickness of the padding which 
is subsequently applied to the outer surface of the body 
12 and which is indicated generally at 30 in FIGS. 1 and 
3. The padding 30, which can be any resilient foam 
preferably, over the back 18, the arms 20, and the front 
side of the front section 22. A pre-sewn cover 32 is then 
positioned over the padding 30 so that the covering ma 
terial from which the cover 32 is made is disposed over 
all of the padding 30 and all parts of the body 12 nor 
mally exposed to view. The cover 32 can be formed of 
any suitable upholstery material or cloth and is attached 
to the bottom side of the flange 28. A variety of at 
taching devices can be utilized for releasably securing the 
cover 32 to the flange 28, and a woven continuous clo 
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tion will become apparent from a consideration of the 
following description, the appended claims, and the ac 
companying drawing in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the seating article 

of this invention, with some parts broken away and other 
parts shown in section for the purposes of clarity; 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the unitary body 

which forms a part of the seating article of this invention; 
FIGURE 3 is transverse sectional view of the seating 
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article of this invention, as seen from substantially the 
line 3-3 in FIG. 1; and 
FIGURE 4 is a transverse sectional view of the one 

piece body in the article of this invention looking sub 
stantially along the line 4-4 in FIG. 2. 
With reference to the drawing, the seating article of 

this invention, indicated generally at 10, is illustrated 
in FIGS. 1 and 3, as including a one piece molded body 
12 Supported on a frame 14 and provided with a remov 
able cover 16. The body 12 (FIG. 2) is shaped so that 
it includes a hollow back 18, hollow arms 20 which ex 
tend forwardly from the back 18, a hollow front section 
22 which extends between the forward ends of the arms 
20, and a flat seat section 24 formed with a centrally 
disposed rectangular opening 26. 
The one piece body 12 can be fabricated from any 

material which is moldable to form a self-sustaining 
structure having the necessary durability characteristics, 
for example, thermoplastic sheet materials, mixtures of 
Synthetic resins and cellulose or other fibers and the like. 
The preferred material is fiber glass, namely, a polyester 
resin reinforced with glass fibers. The body 12 is molded 
so that it is a continuous self-sustaining structure in which 
the back 18, arms 20, and front section 22 are hollow 
and open downwardly as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4 and a 
continuous top surface is formed around the opening 26. 
It is to be understood that it is also within the scope of 
this invention to fill or partially fill the back 18 and the 
arms 20 with a styrofoam material if such is desirable 
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sure, such as Vel Crow, indicated at 34, is preferred be 
cause it provides for a secure attachment of the cover 
32 to the flange 28 which can readily be released for re 
moval of the cover 32. One part of the closure is bonded 
to the flange 28 and the other part is sewn to the lower 
edge of the cover 32. " .. " - 
The body 12 is molded so that it is provided with a 

pair of horizontally extending flanges, hereinafter re 
ferred to as a rear flange 36 and a front flange 38 (FIG. 
3) disposed on opposite sides of the seat opening 26. 
Both the flange 36 and the flange 38 are located above 
the plane of the openings 26, with the flange 38 being 
slightly higher than the flange 36 for a purpose to appear 
presently. The supporting frame 14 for the body 12 is 
provided with a rear frame rail 40 and a front rail 42 
which is supported on a spacer 45 so as to be above the 
rear frame rail 40. The rails 40 and 42 are disposed in 
a supporting relation with the rear flange 36 and the 
front flange 38, respectively, when the body 12 is sup 
ported on the frame 14, so that the body flange 28 is 
substantially horizontal. This arrangement, including 
the downward telescoping of the front body section 22 
over the front rail 42 provides for a firm mounting of 
the body 12 on the supporting frame 14. Suitable at 
taching means, such as removable screws (not shown), 
are utilized to attach the flanges 36 and 38 to the frame 
rails 40 and 42. The supporting frame 14 is also pro 
vided with the usual legs 44. 
As best appears in FIG. 3, the front side of the hollow 

back 18 for the body 12 slopes downwardly and for 
wardly and is provided at its lower end with an up 
wardly extending flange 46. The flange 46 is for the 
purpose of supporting a back cushion 48, covered with 
a material 50 similar to the material from which the 
cover 32 is formed. Suitable resilient members, illus 
trated as strips of rubberlike material 52, but which 
can also be suitable spring strips, are mounted on the 
body flanges 36 and 38 so that they span the opening 
26 in a front to rear direction. A seat cushion 56, also 
provided with a covering 58 like the covering 50 is sup 
ported on the strips 52 and the flanges 36 and 38 so as 
to provide a resilient support for the cushion 56. 
From the above description, it is seen that the chair 

10 of this invention can be easily manufactured by vir 
tue of the inclusion in the chair of the one piece molded 
body 12. This construction enables ready attachment 
of the chair body to the supporting frame 14, and ready 
removal of the cover 32 since it is only necessary to 
release the closures 34 in order to remove the cover 
32 for repair, replacement or cleaning. Because the 
body 12 is of one piece construction, a very sturdy and 
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durable chair 10 is provided which can be used for an 
indefinite period of time. . . . . 

It will be understood that the seating article which is 
herein disclosed and described is presented for purposes 
of explanation and illustration and is not intended to indi 
cate limits of the invention, the scope of which is defined 
by the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An article of furniture comprising a one-piece 

formed body shaped to form a hollow back, hollow arms 
extending forwardly from said back, and a seat formed 
with an opening, resilient means mounted on said seat so 
as to substantially span said opening, padding covering the 
portions of said body normally subjected to direct pres 
Sure by a user, a cover removably attached to said body 
and disposed over said padding and the other parts of said 
body normally exposed to view, and cushion means 
mounted on said body in a position overlying said resilient 

eaS. 

2. An article of furniture according to claim 1 in which 
said body is formed so that it has a continuous top surface 
extending about said seat opening and so that said hollow 
arms and back are open at the lower ends thereof. 

3. An article of furniture according to claim 2 in which 
said body is provided at the lower end thereof with a 
flange, said flange extending outwardly from said body a 
distance corresponding substantially to the depth of said 
padding and being releasably attached to said cover. 

4. An article of furniture according to claim 3 in which 
a frame having legs is arranged in a supporting relation 
with said body. 
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4. 
5. An article of furniture according to claim 1 in which 

said body is formed with a pair of flanges disposed on op 
posite sides of said seat opening and spaced apart in a di 
rection front to rear of said body, said article further in 
cluding a supporting frame having legs and front and rear 
frame rails spaced apart in said direction a distance cor 
responding substantially to the spacing of said body 
flanges, said body being supported on said frame so that 
said body flanges are supported on said frame rails. 

6. An article of furniture according to claim 5 in which 
Said body is formed with a hollow front section which ex 
tends between the forward ends of said arms and is open 
at the lower end thereof, one of said body flanges form 
ing the upper end of said front section so that when said 
flange is supported on said front frame rail said front 
Section telescopes downwardly over said front frame rail. 
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