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The present invention relates to a trouser-
hanger of the kind in which the trousers are held
at their lower edge by means of & pair of resilient
members, which are stretched within the trouser-
legs, and the novelty of the invention is that each
such member has the shape of a downwardly
curved arch.

The advantage of this shape is that the weight
of the trousers increases the stretching pressure,
since the arch-member will strive to become
straight when the outer ends of the arch-mem-
ber are pulled downwards in the trousers.

If the hanger shall be used in trousers, in
which the legs have a lower width that is much
greater or smaller than is common, the hanger
may be made adjustable. It may also be made
collapsible in order to take up less space when not
used.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a trouser hanger
embodying the invention;

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view show-
ing the hanger in use;

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of Fig. 4.

Fig. 4 is a side view showing a hanger embody-
ing the invention but having bow-shaped mem-
bers adjustable as to their length;

Fig. 5 is a side view illustrating an embodiment
of the invention in which each bow-shaped mem-
ber is made of two pivotally mounted sections;

Fig. 6 is a view showing the hanger of Fig. 5
in its folded condition.

Fig. 7 is a top plan view of the device shown in
Fig. 5.

My improved hanger comprises two similar
parallel resiilent bow-shaped or arch members
having their concave faces directed upwardly,
each member having at its end an upwardly di-
rected trouser-engaging portion adapted to en-
ter the trouser leg, the trouser-engaging por-
tions at each end of the hanger being connected
at their upper ends. In Figs. 1 and 2, the two
bow-shaped or arch members are indicated at |
and 2 respectively, said members being shown as
being made of resilient wire and having the con-
cave side directed upwardly. The bow-shaped
member { has at each end an upwardly -directed
trouser-engaging portion, such portions being in-
dicated at § and T in Fig. 1. Similarly, the bow-
shaped member 2 has at each end an upwardly
directed trouser-engaging portion, said portions
being indicated at 6 and 8. The two upwardly di-
rected portions § and € are rigidly connected by
means of a transverse portion 8, and the two up-
wardly directed trouser-engaging portions 7 and
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8 are likewise rigidly connected by a transverse
portion 10.

{1 indicates a suspender or hanging device by
which the hanger is suspended, and this may
conveniently be made of wire bent into U shape
and having its ends secured to the bow-shaped
members { and 2 at the central portions thereof.

12 indicates a hook secured to the suspender {1
and by which the hanger may be hung up. In
using the device, the two arch members or bow-
shaped members { and 2 are inserted into the
trouser legs 25, as shown in Fig. 2, the trouser-
engaging portions 5, 6, 7 and 8 having frictional
engagement with the trousers.

The length @ of the hanger in Fig. 1 corre-
sponds to or is normally somewhat greater than
the width b of the trouser-leg in Fig. 2. The
arch-members of the hanger are therefore bent
somewhat together, being as already mentioned
resilient, in order to enable the insertion of the
same in the trouser-legs.

When the hanger is inserfed in the frouser-
legs and hung up by the hook 12 the weight of
the trousers will strive to pull the trousers from
the hanger. But owing to the friction between

- the trousers and the portions 5, 6 and 1, 8, the
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trousers will be prevented from gliding down,
since the resilient arch-members | and 2 will
stretch themselves a little and increase the pres-
sure of the trouser-engaging portions 5, 6 and
1, 8 against the trouser-creases. In order to in-
crease the friction it will be suitable to provide
the said portions with a covering that may con-
sist of rubber, or other suitable material.

In Fig. 4, I have shown an embodiment of the
invention in which the bow-shaped or arch mem-
bers are made adjustable longitudinally in order
to adjust the length a thereof in accordance with
the width b of the trouser lég so as to obtain the
proper frictional engagement between the trous-
ers and trouser-engaging portions, in order that
the trouser aanger may support the trousers ef-
fectively. Each bow-shaped arch member is in-
dicated at 23, and it comprises the two sections 1’
and 1’’, the section |’ having the upwardly di-
rected trouser-engaging portion 5 and the section
{’’ having the upwardly. directed trouser-engag-
ing portion 1. These two sections §’ and 1’’ over-
lap somewhat at the central part of the bow-
shaped member 23 and the end of the section {’
is wound around the section {’’ to make a guid-
ing portion (4. The inner end of the section 1/
is bent upwardly, thereby forming the suspender
i1, and the lower end of the suspender is con-
nected by @ short wire connection 24 with the
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portion 1’, sald wire ¢onnection being cofled
about the part 1’ as shown at {3, thereby making
another guide. With this construction, each of
the bow-shaped members 23 can be extended or
contracted so as to fit trouser legs of different
widths. 15 and 16 in Fig. 4 represent rubber or
other -suitable friction material which is applied
to the upstanding trouser-engaging portions of
the hanger for the purpose of increasing the fric-
tional engagement of said portions with the
trousers. : .
In Figs. 5 and 6, there is shown a folding trous-
er hanger embodying the invention which is es-
pecially intended for travelers since it can be
folded into a small space. In this embodiment,
each bow-shaped or arch member is formed with
the two scetions 26 and 27 that are pivotally con-
nected at {T and 18 respectively to the suspender
member 9. The inner end of each of the sec-
tions 26 and 27 is turned upwardly, as shown at
28, and the upper end of each upstanding part 28
is formed with an eye which is pivoted on the piv-
ot bolts 1T and I8. : ’
20 indicates a spring element secured centrally
~on the part 19, and having resilient ends which
overlie the upstanding portions 28 when the
hanger is extended for use, as shown in Fig. 5.
The hanger, however, can be folded into a small
space by swinging the two sections 26, 27 toward
each other, as shown in Fig. 6.
The hanger is, of course, not limited to the
embodiments shown in the drawing.
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Having now described my invention, what ¥
claim a8 new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. A trouser hanger comprising two similar
parallel resilient bow-shaped members, an up-
wardly directed suspender member for the hang-

" er extending from the concave side of the bhow-
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shaped members in a radial direction, each bow-
shaped member having an upwardly directed,
trouser-engaging portion at each end thereof,
the trouser-engaging portions at each end of the
hanger being connected at their upper ends, the
frictional engagement of the trouser-engaging
portions with the inside of the trouser legs which
is created by the welght of the trouser tending to
flatten somewhat by the bow shape of said mem-
bers, and thus increase the length thereof, there-
by increasing the frictional engagement between
the trouser-engaging portions and the trouser
legs.

2. A trouser hanger -according to ¢lvm 1 in
which each bow-shaped member consists of two
sections which are adjustable relative to each
other and in the direction of the length of the
bow-shaped members.

3. A trouser hanger as described in claim 1
in which each of the bow-shaped members is
made in two sections which are pivotally mount-
ed on the suspender member and may be swung
upwardly toward each other, thereby providing a
folding hanger.

LETF KNUDSEN.
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It is hereby certified that error appears in the printed specification
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may conform to the record of the case in the Patent 0Office.
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Henry Van Arsdale,
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