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If desired, two or more sorters may be arranged, one 
back of the others. For example, a front sorter, with 
relatively short panels, may be provided for sorting checks, 
and a rear sorter, with relatively high panels, may be 
provided for sorting letters. ?- 
While particular embodiments of this invention have 

been shown and described, it is not intended to limit the 
same to the exact details of the constructions set forth, 
and it embraces such changes, modifications, and equiva 
lents of the parts and their formation and arrangement 
as come within the purview of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An echelon sorter, comprising: 
(a) a pair of parallel base bars each having enlarge 
ments at their ends to support said bars above an 
underlying surface; - 

(b) a plurality of guide rods extending therebetween; 
(c) a plurality of separator panels having - perfora 

tions along their lower margins to receive selected 
guide rods and disposed in echelon relation, said 
panels being tiltable and slidable on said rods be 
?tween said basebars; - - - - 

i(d) one upper corner of each panel being beveled to 
form a sloping margin at the upper portion of one 
side; 

(e) and indicia-retaining means disposed along said 
margin. 
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2. An echelon sorter as set forth in claim 1, wherein: . 
(a) said indicia-retaining means is an integral fold 

able loop element overlying one side of said margin. 
3. An echelon sorter as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 
(a) said indicia-retaining means is a clip member slid 

able over said margin. 
4. An echelon sorter, comprising: 
(a) a plurality of separator panels having vertically 
extending reinforcing ribs and perforated lower 
margins; - 
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(b) each separator panel having one upper corner . 
and adjacent side cut away to form a sloping margin; 

(c) indicia-retaining means disposed along said margin; 
(d) a frame including a plurality of parallel guide 
rods threaded through selected perforations in said 
panels to dispose said panels in echelon relation; 

(e) glide elements carried by said frame; 
(f) and a track for said glide elements. 
5. An echelon sorter, comprising: 
(a) a pair of parallel base bars; 
(b) a plurality of guide rods extending therebetween; 
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(c) a plurality of separator panels having perforations 
along their lower margins to receive selected guide 
rods and disposed in echelon relation, said panels 
being tiltable and slidable on said rods between 
said base bars; 

(d) and a back plate formed of sheet material and 
perforated at its lower margin to receive said guide 
rods, said perforations being proportioned to limit 
tilting of said back plate to a lesser angle than said 
separator panels whereby the rearward most of said 
Separator panels bears against the upper margin of 
said back plate, said back plate being slidable on 
said rods when said back plate is moved toward a 
vertical position, and caused to grip said rods when 
'engaged at its upper margin by said separator panel. 

6. An echelon sorter, comprising: - 
(a) a plurality of separator panels having perforated 

lower margins; - 
(b) each separator panel having one upper corner 
and adjacent side cut away to form a sloping margin; 

(e) indicia-retaining, means disposed along said mar 
glin; 

(d) a frame including a plurality of parallel guide 
rods threaded through selected perforations in said 
panels to dispose said panels in echelon relation 
and brace straps secured to and extending rearwardly 
from said frame; - -: 

(e) and a backwardly tilted back plate extending the 
combined width of said plurality of panels and per 
forated to receive said guide rods, said back plate 
being slidable on said guide rods to control the spac 
ing between said panels. 

7. An echelon sorter, as set forth in claim 5, wherein: 
(a) glide elements are carried by said base bars; 
(b) and a track is provided for said glide elements. 
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