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ABSTRACT: A house marking device which is provided with 
a baseplate having means for supporting a light and battery as 
sembly thereon. A housing having a translucent faceplate is 
swingably connected to said baseplate and extends thereover. 
Opaque indicia are removably supported on said faceplate and 
are thus silhouetted thereagainst in daylight and are likewise 
silhouetted thereagainst in darkness when said light and bat 
tery assembly is actuated. 
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OUSE MARKENG DEWECE 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
In accordance with one form of the invention, there is pro 

vided a baseplate having light bulb and battery mounting 
members thereon. Electrical conductors are provided on said 
baseplate to form an electrical circuit between said battery 
and light bulb. A housing is swingably connected to said 
baseplate and is movable between an open position in which it 
is angled outwardly away from said baseplate and a closed 
position in which it extends over said baseplate to enclose said 
light bulb and battery. Conveniently, a switch is mounted on 
said housing for selectively closing and opening said circuit 
between said battery and lightbulb. 
The front face of said housing is formed by a translucent 

faceplate having a pair of open-ended opposed channels ex 
tending along its upper and lower edges. Opaque indicia are 
slidably received in said channels and are supported against 
said faceplate. Said indicia are releasably retained in position 
against said faceplate by projections formed thereon which 
are receivable in longitudinally spaced recesses formed in said 
faceplate. Thus, the opaque indicia will be silhouetted against 
the translucent faceplate in the daylight. And in darkness, the 
circuit between the battery and light bulb can be closed to 
cause said bulb to illuminate the faceplate so that the indicia 
will be silhouetted against said faceplate. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying drawings illustrate the invention. In such 
drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a house marking device em 

bodying the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a vertical section taken on the line 2-2 of FIG. 

showing the housing in its closed position in full lines and in its 
open position in dotted lines; 

FIG. 3 is a front elevation of the baseplate shown in FIG. 2 
but with the light bulb and batteries removed therefrom; and 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged exploded perspective view of the bulb 
mounting assembly. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

As shown in the drawings, the instant invention comprises a 
baseplate 10 having a housing 2 provided with a translucent 
faceplate 14 swingably mounted thereon. The baseplate 10 
has a pair of keyhole-shaped openings 13 adjacent its upper 
end and is provided with a pair of hinge mounts 15 adjacent its 
lower end. The housing 12 is swingably connected to the 
mounts 15 as by spring-biased hinges 16 urging the housing 12 
into its closed position as shown in full lines in F.G. 2. 
The housing 12 comprises interconnected top, bottom, and 

sidewalls whose forward edges terminate in a front wall 17 
defining an elongated central opening 18 which is rearwardly 
offset with respect to the wall 17. The opening 18 is closed by 
the elongated faceplate 14. A plurality of rearwardly extend 
ing projections 9 on the faceplate are fixedly received in 
openings in the front wall 17 for mounting the faceplate on the 
housing. Thus, as shown in FiG. 2, the housing i2 and 
faceplate 14 form a cover for the baseplate () when said hous 
ing is in its closed position. 
A pair of opposed open-ended channels 22 are formed 

along the upper and lower edges of the faceplate 14. Said 
channels are adapted to receive the upper and lower edges of 
opaque indicia 24 slidably received in said channels and sup 
ported against the forward face of the faceplate 14. In order to 
releasably retain the indicia 24 in the desired position along 
the faceplate 14, said faceplate is provided with a row of lon 
gitudinally spaced recesses 26 adjacent each of the channels 
22, and the indicia 24 are provided with rearwardly extending 
projections 28 receivable in said recesses. Thus, said indicia 
can be releasably retained in the desired position along the 
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faceplate by the channels 22 and the cooperating projections 
23 and recesses 26. 
As will be understood, the opaque indicia 24 are silhouetted 

against the faceplate 14 and are thus visible during daylight. In 
order to silhouette said indicia against said faceplate during 
darkness, a lighting assembly is mounted on said baseplate 10. 
To this end, a pair of laterally spaced arcuate brackets 30 and 
31 project forwardly from the baseplate 10, and a pair of for 
wardly projecting lugs 32 and 33 are disposed over each of the 
brackets 30 and 31 to cooperate with said brackets for sup 
porting a pair of batteries 34 on said brackets. 
An electrical conductor 36 is interposed between the 

bracket 3 and lugs 33 and is connected to the forward face of 
the baseplate 10. One end of said conductor terminates in a 
forwardly projecting finger 38 engageable with one of the bat 
teries 34, and the opposite end of said conductor extends over 
and terminates on a forwardly projecting block 48 formed on 
the baseplate it) adjacent its lower end. A second electrical 
conductor 42 is mounted on the baseplate 18 and extends 
between the bracket 30 and lugs 32. One end of the conductor 
42 terminates in a forwardly projecting finger 44 engageable 
with the other battery 34, and the opposite end of the conduc 
tor 42 terminates within the extent of the light bulb mounting 
assembly shown in FIG. 4. Still a third conductor 46 is 
mounted on the baseplate 10 and extends from the light bulb 
mounting assembly over the block 40 in longitudinally spaced 
relation to the conductor 36. 
As shown in FIG. 4, the light bulb mounting assembly com 

prises an annular boss 48 formed on the front face of the base 
plate 10. Said boss comprises a base portion having a for 
wardly projecting sidewall 50 connected to a front wall 52 
parallel with the baseplate and provided with a pair of circum 
ferentially spaced arcuate slots 54, each of which has an en 
largement 55 at one of its ends. An annular hub 57 projects 
forwardly from the front wall 52. As shown, the conductor 42 
extends through a slot 58 in the side and front walls 50 and 52 
and terminates in an annular disc 60 seated on the forward 
face of the hub 57. The bulb 62, which is provided with an out 
wardly projecting flange 64 on its shank, extends through the 
hub into conductive engagement with the conductor 46 with 
its flange 64 disposed against the disc 60 of conductor 42. In 
order to retain the flange 64 in conductive engagement with 
the disc 60, there is provided a cap 66 having an annular front 
wall 68 engageable with said flange and connected to a rear 
wardly extending sidewall 78. As shown, a pair of circum 
ferentially spaced legs 72 extend rearwardly from the sidewall 
79 into the slots 54 on the boss 48. Said legs terminate at their 
rearward ends in outwardly projecting feet 74 which are in 
sertable into slots 54 through their enlargements 55. With the 
feet 74 received in the slots 54, the cap can be rotated to cause 
said feet to underlie the boss front wall 54 for thus releasably 
retaining the cap against the bulb 62 and holding it in conduc 
tive engagement with the disc 60 and conductor 46. 

in order to open and close the circuit from the batteries 34 
to the bulb 62, a switch 76 is slidably mounted in the bottom 
wall of the housing 12. Said switch comprises a finger grip 77 
slidably received in a slot in the housing bottom wall and con 
nected to a pair of longitudinally spaced conductive fingers 78 
carried within said housing. When the switch is properly posi 
tioned, the fingers 78 bridge between the conductors 46 and 
36 to thus close the circuit between the batteries 34 and bulb 
62. As will be understood, the upper end of the housing 12 can 
be swung outwardly away from the baseplate into its open 
position shown in dotted lines in FIG. 2 to permit replacement 
of the bulb and batteries on the baseplate 10. When the hous 
ing is swung into its closed position shown in full lines in FIG. 
2, the switch fingers 78 are disposed in the same vertical plane 
as the ends of the conductors 46 and 36 on the block 40 so 
that the switch 76 can be moved into positions opening and 
closing the circuit to the bulb 62. When said circuit is closed, 
the bulb will illuminate the faceplate 14 and the indicia 24 will 
be silhouetted thereagainst. In order to maintain the housing 
in the proper position with respect to the base plate when said 
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housing is in its closed position, a forwardly projecting rib 82 
extends along the front of the baseplate inwardly from the top 
and lateral edges thereof. A plurality of rearwardly open 
hooks 84 are formed on the inner edges of the housing top nd 
sidewalls to thus retain said rib between said hooks and said 
housing top and sidewalls. 
While the invention has been illustrated and described as 

employing a lighting assembly for illuminating the faceplate 
14, it is to be understood, of course, that should such illumina 
tion not be desired, said lighting assembly can be eliminated 
from the baseplate. 

1 claim: 
1. A house marking device, comprising a baseplate, a hous 

ing connected to said plate and extending thereover and pro 
jecting outwardly therefrom, an elongated faceplate mounted 
on said housing, at least one of said housing and faceplate hav 
ing means forming a pair of opposed open ended channels 
along the upper and lower edges of said faceplate, said 
faceplate having a plurality of longitudinally spaced recesses 
formed therein adjacent at least one of its upper and lower 
edges, indicia slidably supported in said channels against the 
forwardly presented face of said faceplate, rearwardly 
directed projections on said indicia receivable in said recesses 
to releasably retain said indicia in the desired position along 
said channels, and a lighting assembly mounted on said 
baseplate to silhouette said indicia against said faceplate. 

2. A house marking device, comprising a baseplate, means 
on said baseplate for mounting a light thereon, means on said 
baseplate for mounting a battery thereon, conductor means 
defining an electric circuit between said light and battery, a 
housing swingably connected to said baseplate and extending 
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4. 
thereover, switch means mounted on said housing for opening 
and closing said circuit, a translucent faceplate mounted on 
said housing, at least one of said housing and faceplate having 
means forming a pair of opposed open ended channels along 
the upper and lower edges of said faceplate, said faceplate 
having a row of longitudinally extending spaced recesses 
formed therein adjacent each of said channels, indicia slidably 
supported in said channels, and rearwardly directed projec 
tions on said indicia receivable in said recess to releasably 
retain said indicia in the desired position along said channels. 

3. The invention as set forth in claim 2 in which said housing 
and faceplate form a rearwardly open cover movable between 
an open position projecting away from the baseplate and a 
closed position extending over the forward face of said 
baseplate to enclose said light and battery, and means on said 
housing and baseplate for releasably locking said cover in said 
closed position. 

4. A house marking device, comprising a baseplate, an an 
nular boss projecting outwardly from said baseplate for 
mounting a light on the baseplate and provided with a pair of 
circumferentially spaced slots, means on said baseplate for 
mounting a battery thereon, conductor means defining an 
electric circuit between said light and battery, an annular cap 
adapted to seat against said boss and having a pair of circum 
ferentially spaced legs lockingly received in said slots, said cap 
retaining said light against said boss and conductor means, a 
housing swingably connected to said baseplate, switch means 
mounted on said housing for opening and closing said circuit, 
a translucent faceplate mounted on said housing, and indicia 
mountable on said faceplate. 


