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To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, Wirriax L. Curys-
LER, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Eugene, in the county of Lane and State
of Oregon, have invented a new and useful
Pitman Connection, of which the following
is a specification. )

The invention relates to improvements in
pitman connections for harvesting machines,
etc. '

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of pitman connee-
tions, and to provide a simple, Inexpensive
and eflicient device, designed more particu-
larly for use in connection with knife heads
of mowing machines, and capable of -ena-
bling the knife or cutter bar to be instantly
detached without removing a bolt or similar
fastening device, and adapted to yieldably
engage the ball bearing of a knife head and
maintain a constant pressure of the proper
degree of tightness against the same, where-
by wear and lost motion are automatically
taken up. '

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully
described, illustrated in the accompanying
drawing, and pointed out in the claims here.
to appended; it being understood that va-
rious changes in the form, proportion, size
and minor details of construction, within the
scope of the claims, may be resorted to with-
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing
any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawing: Iigure 1 is a plan view of
a pitman connection, constructed in accord-
ance with this invention and shown applied
to the knife head of a mowing machine.
Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view of the pit~
man connection, the coéperating spoons be-
ing open. Fig. 8 is a similar view of the
knife heads. Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional
view of the pitman connection and the knife
head. Fig. 5 is a detail sectional view on
the line 5—5 of Tig. 1.

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the
drawing.

In the embodiment of the invention illus-
trated in the accompanying drawing, 1
designates the pitman of a mowing machine
to which is firmly secured a relatively fixed
spoon 2 by means of integral straps 3, lying

upon either side of the pitman rod and fas-
tened to the same by screws, or other suitable
fastening devices. “The spoon 2 is provided
adjacent to the straps 8 with spaced per-
forated ears or flanges 4, between which is
pivoted by means of a suitable pintle 5 a co-
operating spoon 6, which is adapted to swing
toward and from the fixed spoon to open
and close the pitman connection. The fixed
and pivoted spoons are provided at their
outer ends with corresponding sockets 7 and
8, adapted to receive and fit a ball 9 of a
knife head 10 of the ordinary construction.

The pitman connection is applicable to va-
rious mowing and harvesting machines
equipped with the usual knife head having a
ball, and the pivoted jaw is provided at its
inner side with a laterally extending perfo-
rated lug 11, which receives an ins ravdly
bent terminal 12 of a spring 13. The spring
13, which is constructed of resilient wire op
other suitable material, extends longitudi-
nally of the pitman connection and is coiled
at an intermediate point to form a spring
coil 14 and to providé an eye, which 1s ar-
ranged on the upper portion of the pivot or
pintle 5. The spring coil 14 is fitted against
one of the ears or flanges 4, and is retained
on the pivot or pintle by the head thereof.
The outer arm or portion 15 of the spring is
connected with the said lug 11 and the inner
arm or portion 16 is extended along the pit-
man rod and is detachably held in fixed rela-
tion with the same by a catch 17. The catch
17, which is in the form of a hook, consists
of an inner plate or attaching portion and
an upper or outer engaging portion. The
attaching portion is suitably secured to the
front side or face of the pitman rod, and the
engaging portion is located above the latter
and forms a recess at the front of the catch
to receive the inner arm or portion of the
spring. The spring will be constructed of
the proper strength to exert the desired pres-
sure on the pivoted spoon or member of the
pitman connection, and it is placed under
tension through its engagement with the
catch and is adapted to maintain the pivoted
spoon yieldably in engagement with the ball
to take up the wear automatically and to
prevent lost motion.

When it is desived to open the pitman con-
nection to uncouple the knife or cutter bar,
it is only necessary to disengage the inner
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arm or portion of the spring from the catch,
which may be instantly done. This releases
the pivoted spoon and permits the same to
open.

While the pitman connection is shown ap-
plied to the knife head of a mowing machine,
it is obvious that it is equally well adapted
for use in various other relations, where a
detachable flexible connection between mov-
ing parts is desired.

Having thus fully described my inven-

- tion, what I claim as new and desire to se-
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cure by Letters Patent, is:—

1. A pitman connection including a pair
of cobperating spoons, one of the spoons be-
ing fixed and fhe other being pivoted, a
spring extending longitudinally of the pit-
man connection and provided at an interme-
diate point with a spring coil forming an
eye, a pivot passing through the eye of the
spring, means for connecting the outer por-
tion of the spring with the pivoted spoon,
and a fixed catch detachably holding the in-
ner portion of the spring and maintaining
the latter under tension.

9. A pitman connection including a pair
of cobperating spoons, one of the spoons be-
ing fixed and the other pivoted, a spring ex-
tending longitudinally of the pitman con-
nection and mounted at an intermediate
point on the pivot of the same, the outer por-
tion of the spring being connected with the

998,757

pivoted  spoon, and means for detachably
holding the inner portion of the spring.

8. A pitman connection including a fixed
spoon, & codperating movable spoon pro-
vided at its inner side with a lug, a pivot
connecting the movable spoon with the fixed
spoon, a longitudinal spring provided at an
intermediate point with an eye arranged on
the said pivot, the outer arm or portion of
the spring being connected with the lug of
the movable spoon, and a catch for holding
the inner arm or portion of the spring.

4. A pitman connection including a fixed
spoon, a movable coperating spoon, a pivot
connecting the movable spoon with the fixed
spoon and having an extended upper por-

tion, a spring disposed longitudinally of the

coupling and provided at an intermediate
point with a spring coil forming an eye and
arranged on the extended upper portion of
the pivot, the outer portion of the spring be-
ing connected with the pivoted spoon, and
means for holding the inner portion of the
spring. '

Tn testimony, that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM L. CHRYSLER.

Witnesses:
B. F. GOODPARTNER,
Fcuo L. HAWE.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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