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This invention relates generally to the field of portable
ashtrays adapted to be selectively engaged upon tubular
members forming outdoor furniture pieces, and more
particularly to an improved embodiment thereof which
may be conveniently positioned in a large number of
locations, and rotationally adjustable after installation.

Many ornamental ashtrays are formed with other than
cylindrical outer walls, in the interests of providing an
attractive device. Difficulty has been experienced in pro-
viding proper mounting means for such devices whereby
the same may be supported for pivotal adustable move-
ment about an axis which is not at right angles to the
outer surface of the ashtray. This problem has arisen
principally where the tray element comprising the device
is one of a large number of attractive designs, none of
which are suitable for resilient attachment to a piece of
furniture.

1t is therefore among the principal obects of the present
invention to provide improved mounting means whereby
an ashtray having peripheral side walls of other than
cylindrical configuration may be conveniently moupted
upon portions of tubular furniture for rotational adjust-
ment about a substantially horizontal axis.

Another object of the invention lies in the provision
of an improved mountable ashtray in which the cost of
fabrication may be of a reasonably lew order, with con-
sequent wide sale, distribution and use. )

A further object of the invention lies in the provision
of an improved mounting means which will maintain a
given degree of adjustment by frictional means.

Still another object of the invention lies in the provi-
sion of an improved mountable ashiray which may be
conveniently attached and detached from an article of
furniture as desired using only ordinary skill, and with a
total absence of tools of any kind.

A feature of the disclosed embodiment lies in the unusu-
ally attractive appearance of the mounting means.

These objects and features, as well as other incidental
ends and advantages, will more fully appear in the prog-
ress of the following disclosure, and be peointed out in
the appended claim.

In the drawing, to which reference will be made in the
specification, similar reference characters have been em-
ployed to designate corresponding parts throughout the
several views.

FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary view in elevation of an
embodiment of the invention.

FIGURE 2 is a fragmentary plan view thereof, partly
in section.

FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary sectional view as seen
from the plane 3—3 in FIGURE 2.

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged view in perspective of a
bracket element forming a part of the disclosed embodi-
ment.

FIGURE 5 is an enlarged view in perspective of a
spacer element forming another part of the disclosed em-
bodiment.

In accordance with the invention, the device, generally
indicated by reference character 18, is illustrated in FIG-
URES 1 to 3, inclusive, in installed condition upon a gen-
erally vertically disposed tube 11 forming a part of a fur-
niture piece (not shown). As is well known in the art,
there are many forms of outdoor furniture formed from
bent aluminum tubular construction, or similar steel con-
struction, and the device is adapted to be mounted in any

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

50

55

60

65

70

2

of a plurality of locations where a generally. vertically
disposed tube is available. Owing to the rotational adjust-
ment feature described hereinbelow, a horizontally dis-
posed tube segment may also be employed as a mounting
support. The device 10 comprises broadly: a tray element
12, a resilient bracket element 13, a spacer element 14,
rivet means 15, and a resilient washer 16.

The tray element 12 is preferably of molded synthetic
resinous construction, although drawn metal construction
is also suitable. As best seen in FIGURES 1 to 3, inclu-
sive, it includes a bottom wall 17 having a cylindrical
downwardly extending rim 18, and an angularly disposed
frusto-conical side wall 19. The wall 19 includes an outer
surface 20, an inner surface 21 and an upper rim portion
22 having the usual indentations 23 therein for the reten-
tion of cigarettes, and the like.

The bracket element 33 is preferably formed from a
single piece of spring steel, and is bounded by an upper
edge 26, a lower edge 27, an inner surface 28 and an
outer surface 29. A medially disposed member 30 is pro-
vided with a centrally disposed orifice 31, and intercon-
nects with first and second resilient members 32 and 33,
respectively, at bend portions 34 and 35. The members
32 and 33 include outer portions 36 and inner portions
37 joined by bend portions 38 and 39. From a considera-
tion of FIGURE 2, it will be apparent that by moving
the tube 11 into the interstice formed between the bend
portions 38 and 39, the resilient members 32 and 33 are
spread apart permitting the tube to pass to the position
shown in FIGURE 3, the tube is resiliently maintained
by the members 32-33. Removal requires merely pressure
in a reverse direction, again spreading the portions 38 and
39 to a point where the tube 11 is released.

The spacer element 14 is preferably formed by injec-
tion molding using a suitable synthetic resinous material,
and is of irregular configuration as best seen in FIGURE
5 in the drawing. The element includes a generally planar,
rectangularly shaped main body portion 41 bounded by
first and second planar surfaces 42 and 43, respectively,
as well as edge surfaces 44, 45, 45q, and 46. Extending
laterally from the lower corners 47 are lower corner pro-
jections 48 and 489. At the upper corners 50 are upper cor-
ner projections 51 and 52, preferably joined by a web
53 of material. It will be observed that the projections 51
and 52 project laterally a distance greater than the pro-
jections 48 and 49. A central opening 54 extends between
the planar surfaces 42 and 43.

Assembly of the device 18 includes the positioning of
the respective elements as shown in FIGURE 3, wherein
the spacer element engages the outer surface and rim of
the side wall 19 in such manner that the upper projec-
tions 51 and 52 overlie the rim 22, and the lower projec-
tions 48-45 contact the outer surface 20. Depending upon
the convergence angle of the outer surface, the length of
the lower corner projections 48 and 49 can be adjusted to
allow the outer surface 43 to lie parallel to the principal
axis of the tray element 12. The resilient washer 16 is
positioned between the spacer element and the bracket
element, following which the rivet means 15 is inserted
through the aligned opening in each of the elements 12,
13, 14 and 16 and headed over in well known manner.
This operation will serve to compress the washer 16 such
that the planar surfaces thereof will be in frictional con-
tact with the outer surface 29 of the bracket element 13
and the surface 43 of the spacer element 14. By virtue of
the positioning of the spacer element with respect to the
tray element, the axis of the rivet means 15 will be sub-
stantially perpendicular to the principal axis of the tray
element 12, so that where the bracket element 13 is in-
stalled upon a vertically disposed tube 11, the tray ele-
ment will assume the orieniation shown in FIGURE 1.
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Should the tube 11 lie in other than a vertical position,
the tray element 12 may be rotated about an axis through
the rivet means 15 with respect to the bracket element
13, and against the frictional resistance provided by the
washer 16 to a desired location. Upon release of the tray

element; the frictional contact between the washer 16 and

the tray and bracket elements will cause the tray to retain
the imparted adjustment.

‘We wish it to be understood that we do not consider the
invention limited to the precise details of structure shown
and set forth in this specification, for obvious modifica-
tions will occur to those skilled in the art to which the
invention pertains.

We claim:

1. In a self-supporting ashtray construction for selec-
tive resilient attachment with a tubular member, the im-
provement comprising: a tray element having a substan-
tially frusto-conical peripheral wall, said wall including
an upper rim portion and an outer surface; a resilient
bracket element including means for engaging said tubu-
lar member, said bracket member having a through open-
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ing therein; a spacer element having a generally planar -
main body member of rectangular configuration, and hav-
ing first and second sets of projections extending laterally
outwardly of the plane of said planar member, resilient
washer means, and fastemsing means gepetrating said tray
element, bracket element, spacer element and washer;
whereby the projections on said spacer element engage
the outer surface and rim portion of said tray element,
and said washer element is positioned between said spacer
element and said bracket element to permit relative rota-
tion between said tray element and said bracket element.
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