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CORD CUTTER, 

Application filed August 1, 1929. Serial No. 382,678. 
The subject-matter of the present invention 

relates generally to the art of cutlery, and the 
improvements are directed to a novel form 
of device adapted for use in connection with 

5 the severing or cutting of fibrous material, 
either in the form of cord, thread or twine. 

Primarily, the object of the present inven 
tion resides in the provision of an article of 
the above-mentioned character, which coin 10 prises an assemblage. Of cooperating parts 
wherein the aforesaid severing or cutting op 
erations may be performed without danger 
of injury to the operator. 
Another object of the invention resides in 

15 the provision of a novel cutter-supporting 
member adapted to carry a removable cut 
ting blade, the cutting edge of the latter be 
ing normally sheathed within a companion 
part. - -, 

20 Still another object is to provide a novel 
and unique body portion having said cutter 
Supporting member pivotally arranged there 
with, said body portion being suitably re 
cessed whereby the cutting edge of said blade 

25 may be sheathed as aforesaid. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provided means whereby said cutting blade 
is normally sheathed within a portion of said 
body portion, said means constantly urging 

30 said blade to return to this sheathing posi 
tion when said blade is operating upon, or has 
operated upon, the material to be severed. . 

Still another object is the production of a 
device of the above-mentioned character 

35 wherein certain surfaces are presented to 
guide the material to be severed to a posi 
tion to unsheath the cutting blade and to 
place said material against the latter for sub 
sequent severance. 

40 And a still further object of the inventio 
is to produce a novel form of body portion 
presenting an enlargement or nose portion 
adjacent the end thereof to facilitate the in 
sertion of the article into stitching, or the 

45 like, whereupon said stitching is conveyed to 
the cutting blade as aforesaid. 

Still a further object is to provide an ar 
ticle adapted to sever cord, twine, thread, or 
the like, said article being adapted for co 

50 operation with a supporting member where 

accompanying drawings, wherein like char 

by the former may be positioned at a location, 
preferably erect, to facilitate the severing op 
erations, said supporting member being 
adapted to maintain said article in a rigid 
position whereby the hands of the operator 55 
are freed during the severing of the afore 
said material. 
With these objects in view, together with 

others which will appear as the description 
proceeds, the invention resides in the novel 60 
formation, combination, and arrangement of 
parts, all as will be described more fully here 
inafter, illustrated in the drawings, and pair 
ticularly pointed out in the claims. 
In Said drawings: 65 
Figure 1 is an elevation of a cord-cutter, embodying my improvements. . 
Fig. 2 is a similar view with a portion of 

the handie broken away to expose the cutter 
Supporting member and the bladesheathed in 70 
said handle. 

Fig. 3 is an elevation showing the position 
of the parts during the severing of the ma 
terial, and further showing the article asso 
ciated with its supporting member. 

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view, slight 
ly enlarged, and taken on the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 1. 

Referring now more in particular to the 

75 

80 
acters of reference denote similar parts 
throughout the several views, let 5 denote the 
body portion of the device, having one end ar 
ranged to present a handle 6 and being par 
tially recessed, as indicated at 7, to define side 85 
walls, 8 and 9, parallely disposed, which are 
apertured, as shown at 10, said apertures be 
ing in alinement. As clearly shown in said 
drawings, the other end of said body portion 
is provided with a nose portion 11, which ad- 90 
joins a neckportion 12, preferably circular in 
cross-section, the latter blending with the 
curved surfaces 13 and 14 arranged in the 
edges of the side walls 8 and 9 respectively. 
The cutter-supporting member of the de- 95 

vice is designated by the numeral 15, and is 
adapted to be received within said recess 7, 
and to be pivotally disposed therewith, said 
arrangement being effected by passing a 
screw or the like, 16a, through apertures 10, C 
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as clearly shown in the drawings. Said cut 
ter-supporting member 15 comprises men 
bers 16 and 17, adapted to receive a cutting 
blade 18 therebetween, the upper portion of 
said member 16 being bent over, as indicated 
at 19, to overlie the upper portion of said 
blade, while the member 17, somewhat in the 
form of a piate, abuts a face of said blade, 
said parts being held in assembled relation by 
means of the screw 20. It will further be ob 
served that the lower medial portions of said 
members 16 and 17, are recessed as indicated 
at 21 and 22, to expose the cutting edge 23 
of said blade 18. If desired said member 16 
may be provided with protuberances 24 and 
25, which seat, into the usual apertures in an 
ordinary safety razor blade, and which fur 
ther project into openings 26 and 27 of said 
member 17. 
As clearly shown in Fig. 2, said blade 18 has 

its cutting edge 23 normally sheathed within 
a portion of said recess 7, this particular ar 
rangement being made possible in view of 
the spring or tension means 28, which en 
circles the fastening means 16, one leg 29 of 
said spring 28, abutting said supporting 
member 15, while the other leg 30 abuts the 
body portion 5, the said supporting member 
being recessed, as indicated at 31, for the re 

said spring 28. It will be noted 
that said member or plate 17 terminates adja 
cent said screw 16a, the edge of said plate de 
fining one side wall of said recess 31. 

In the operation of the device as a cord, 
string or twine cutter, the material to be Sey 
ered is introduced along the curved surfaces 
i3 and 14, and in view of a cooperating curved 
surface 32 arranged at the forward end of 
said supporting member 15, the passage of 
the material swings said member 15 on its 
pivot, thus tensioning the spring 28, and as 
the material abuts the cutting edge 23, of said 
blade 1S (as shown in Fig. 3), said material 
is severed. As the severed ends fall apart, 
said spring 28 retirns the blade to the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 1, and thus no danger of 
the operator receiving a cut from said blade 
exists. In order to free the hands of the Op 
erator during the severance of the cord, I pro 
pose to provide a supporting member 33, 
which is flanged, as indicated at 34, to facili 
tate attachment to an object by means of the 
fastening means 35. The body portion of 
said supporting member 33 is provided with 
a recess 36, corresponding to the particular 
dimension of said handle 6, whereby the lat 
ter is snugly engaged and the article main 
ained in an erect position as shown in Fig. 3. 
The article is admirably adapted for cut 

ting stitching or basting, and in this connec 
tion the nose portion 11 is inserted beneath 
said stitching or basting and a continued in 
sertion thereof conveys the thread along the 
circular portion 12 and as it abuts the curved 
surfaces 13, 14 and 32, the cutter-supporting 
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member 15 is retracted as aforesaid, and as 
the thread abuts the cutting edge 23, the sev 
erance is performed. As pointed out hereto 
fore, the said spring 28 returns the cutting 
edge 23 to its normally sheathed position with 
respect to the body portion. 

In view of the plate 17, the blade may be 
readily removed by looseining the screw 20 
and a few one replaced as desired. 
While the present is a disclosure of the pre 

ferred embodiment of the invention, it is to 
be understood that the invention is not lim 
ited thereto, as various changes in the minor 
details of construction, proportion and ar 
rangement of parts may be resorted to with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention 
as defined in the appended claims. 

claim: 
i. A device of the character described com 

prising a body portion having a recess, a cut 
ter-supporting member pivotally borne by 
said body portion, the lower edge of said 
meinbei presenting a recess intermediate its 
ends, a plate adapted to be attached to said 
member and having a recess in its lower edge 
adapted to align with the recess in said mem 
ber, a cutting blade positioned between said 
member and said plate and having its cutting 
edge exposed in the recesses of said member 
and piate and means for normally urging the 
cutting edge of the blade into sheathing rela 
tion within the recess of said body portion. 

2. A device of the character described com 
prising a body portion having a recess, a cut 
ter-supporting member pivotally borne by 
said body portion, the lower edge of said 
member presenting a recess intermediate its 
ends, a plate adapted to be attached to said 
member and having a recess in its lower edge 
adapted to align with the recess in said mem 
ber, a cutting blade positioned between sail 
member and said plate and having its cutting 
edge exposed in the recesses of said member 
and plate, said body portion presenting a 
guiding surface whereby the material to be 
severed insheaths said cutting edge and 
places said material in a position to be sev 
ered. - - 

in testimony whereof affix my signature. 
HENRY HIRSCH. 
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