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UNITED STATES 
1487,827 

PATENT OFFICE. 
HERBERT H. WEISS, OF EUGENE, OREGON. 

COMBINED TALL LIGHT, NAME AND LICENSE PLATE HOLDER, 
Application fled October 14, 1922. Serial No. 594,479. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HERBERT H. Weiss, 

citizen of the United States, residing at Eu 
ene, in the county of Lane and State of 
regon, have invented certain new and use 

ful improvements in Combined Tail Lights, 
Name and License Plate Holders, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to an improved 

tail light, name and license plate holder 
for motor vehicles and seeks, as one of its 
principal objects, to provide a device which 
will serve the function of a tail light and, 
at the same time, will also serve to support 
a license plate, as well as display a name 
plate bearing the name of the city or town 
where the owner is resident. 
A further object of the invention is to 
rovide a device which will be characterized 
y structural simplicity and which may be 
produced at moderate cost, 
And the invention has as a still further 

object to provide a device which may be 
readily applied and which will be well 
adapted for general use. 
Other and incidental objects will appear hereinafter. 
In the drawings: . 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 

proved device, 
Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view 

on the line 2-2 of Figure 1, looking in the 
direction of the arrows, 
Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view on the line 3-3 of Figure 1, looking in the 

direction of the arrows, and , 
Figure 4 is a reduced perspective view 

showing the keeper, employed for the name 
plate of the device, removed. 

In carrying the invention into effect, I 
employ a preferably oblong casing which 
may be formed of sheet metal or other ap 
proved material and includes a back wall 
10 continued, as particularly shown in Fig 
ure 3, to provide a top wall 11 which, at 
its forward margin, is bent to define an 
upstanding channel shaped flange 12, Clos 
ing the casing at its ends are end walls 
13 and 14 having flanges 15 overlying the 
back wall and similar flanges 16 overlying the top wall, these flanges being suitably se 
cured to the latter walls supporting the 
end walls in position. The end walls are 
further provided with bottom flanges 17 
and resting upon said s is a bottom 
wall 18 bent at its forward Enargin to de 

fine a depending channel shaped flange 19 
facing the flange 12 of the top wall in a 
plane therewith. As best brought out in 
Figure 1, the end wall 13 is bent at its 
forward margin to define a flange 20 ex 
tending between the free edges of the flanges 
12 and 19 at their adjacent ends connect 
ing the latter flanges so as to prevent 
spreading thereof, the flange 20 being se 
cured to the flanges 12 and 19 in any ap 
propriate manner. On the other hand, the 
end wall 14 is bent outwardly and back 
wardly at its forward margin to define a 
channel shaped flange 21 gradually increas 
ing in width toward its lower end. 

Removably fitting in the flanges 12 and 
19 is a transparent name plate 22 closing 
the casing at its forward side. This plate 
may bear the name of a city or town where 
the owner of the vehicle using the device is 
resident, the letters of the name being im 
posed upon the plate in any approved man 
ner. However, it should be observed that 
the letters of the name are preferably col 
ored red. At one end, the plate abuts the 
end wall 13 of the casing, which wall forms 
a stop for the plate, while at its opposite 
end, the plate terminates substantially flush 
with the end wall 14 and retaining the plate 
in position is an angle shaped keeper 23, 
As will be observed, this keeper is formed 
to overlie the adjacent end of the plate and 
is bent to define a channel shaped flange 
24 mating with the flange 21, of the end 
wall 14, slidably engaging therebeneath, 
the flange 24 being increased in depth to 
ward its lower end to conform to the taper 
of the flange 21. Accordingly, when the 
keeper is shifted downwardly to active po 
sition as shown in Figure 1, the flange 24 
will wedge upon the flange 21 for bindin 
the keeper in position, the free margin o 
the flange 19 being sprung outwardly at 
its adjacent end to accommodate the keeper 
for limiting the keeper in its downward 
movement. - 
As best shown in Figure 3, the back wall 

10 of the casing is extended below the bot 
tom wall 17 to provide a depending apron 
25 while said bottom wall terminates short 
of the back wall to define a relatively narrow 
window opening. 26 extending from end to 
end of the casing. Resting upon the rear 
ends of the flanges 17 of the end walls is a 
transparency 27 closing said opening. This 
transparency may be formed of celluloid or 
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other approved material and may be secured 
in position in any appropriate manner. 
Formed in the apron 25 are slots 28 and, as 
suggested in Figure 1, these slots are adapt 
ed to accommodate fastening devices 29 con 
necting a license plate, as conventionally 
illustrated at 30, with the apron. If de 
sired, the apron may be provided with open 
ings in lieu of the slots or may be provided 
both with slots and openings, as found most 
desirable. Extending through the back wall of the 
casing is an appropriate lamp socket 31 in 
the inner end of which is detachably en 
gaged a lamp 32 and secured at one end to 
the back wall of the casing is a guard 33 
which extends forwardly and downwardly 
in front of the lamp for preventing acci 
dental injury thereto, this guard being 
adapted to be flexed when the lamp is re 
moved. Detachably engaged in the lamp 
Socket at its outer end is an appropriate plug 
and leading from said plug is a circuit wire 
34 supplying current to the lamp. Thus, in 
the daytime, the red colored letters of the 
name upon the name plate 22, will be readily 
visible while, by energizing the lamp 32 the 
name upon said plate will likewise be read 
ily readable at night, and due to the color 

project a red colored light and will, there 
fore, amply function as a tail light. At the 
same time, the license plate 30 will be illumi nated through the window opening 26 so 
that said license plate will be readily vis- 35 
ible. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

I claim as new is: 
1. A device of the character described in 

cluding a casing having a tapered portion, 
a name plate carried by the casing and re 
movable endwise therefrom, and a keeper 
formed with a tapered portion having wedg 
ing engagement with the tapered portion of 
the casing supporting the keeper to overlie 
one end of the plate limiting said plate 
against displacement. 

2. A device of the character described in 
cluding a casing, a name plate carried there 
by and removable endwise from the casing, 50 
the casing being provided with a tapered 
flange, and a keeper overlying one end of 
the plate limiting the plate against displace 
ment and having a flange gradually increas 
ing in depth to mate with said first men 
tioned flange wedging thereon connecting 
the keeper with the casing. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

HERBERTH. WEISS. L.s. 


