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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN ELLWOOD LEE, OF CONSHOHOCKEN, PENNSYLVANIA, ASSIGNOR TO 
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TOOTH-FOWDER CAN. 

No. 829,275. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Aug. 21, 1906. 
Application filed December 6, 1905. Serial No, 290,623, 

To all whom, it may concern: 

citizen of the United States of America, and 
a resident of Conshohocken, in the county of 
Montgomery, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Tooth-Powder Cans, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to receptacles adapt 

ed to contain tooth-powder, and particularly 
to that kind in which provision is made for 
more readily filling the bristles of either a 
straight or concave edge brush with powder 
without danger of spilling the contents of the 
box or forcing out any surplus or exposing 
too much of the powder to contact with the 
brush. 
The object of my invention is to produce a 

receptacle which will be simple in construc 
tion, cheap to manufacture, and more effi 
cient in use than those heretofore produced. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a longitudinal sectional view of a receptacle 
embodying the preferred form of my inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a transverse section of the 
same. Fig. 3 is a plan view with the cover 
thrown open. Fig. 4 is an elevation of a 
modified form of a detail, and Fig. 5 is a plan 
view of another modified detail. 
The main receptacle A for the tooth-pow 

der may be of any desired form, but is pref 
erably oval, as shown, being considerably 
longer than it is wide, and it has an inwardly 
tapering upper part or neck B. The neck af 
fords an elongated opening which should be 
at least long enough to permit the entire 
length of the tooth-brush to enter. In this 
neck I Support in any suitable way a device 
such as a coil or spiral wire S, lying in a sub 
stantially horizontal direction in the opening, 
for holding enough powder at the surface to 
properly fill the bristles of the brush, and no 
more. In the example illustrated the coil S 
is held by the upwardly-curved metal strips 
M and M', which lie longitudinally of the 
elongated opening in the neck, one inside the 
coils and one below the coils, riveted or other 
wise secured together at the ends, where bent 
Rig extensions ss' are provided to engage 
the contracting neck of the receptacle; but 
other ways of securing the spiral wire in 
place may be employed. A hinged lid L., 

preferably constructed to fit down into the 
Beit known that I, JoHN ELLWOODLEE, a neck to lessen the possibility of the powder. sifting out, is provided. 

In use the hinged lid is closed, the can in 
verted to let the powder fill the neck of the 
can around the spiral, then with the lid still 
closed the receptacle is turned right side up 
again, leaving just sufficient powder clogged 
in the spiral wire S to suitably fill the brush. 
When the lid is thrown back, the bristles of 
the tooth-brush are pressed onto the spiral 
wire and the powder carried thereto. This 
spiral wire has several advantages over other 
constructions for similar purposes, for the 
coils present upwardly-projecting parts 
which push up between the bristles of the 
brush and evenly distribute the powder there 
in, and the surplus powder falls back into the 
can through the Space between the coil and 
the sides of the neck instead of being forced 
out over the top or mouth of the receptacle, 
as heretofore. Moreover, the spiral wire, 
which is preferably curved upward, is espe 
cially adapted to fill brushes having a con 
cave edge. Also the lower part of the coils 
being closer than the upper part a more effi 
cient background is formed for holding the 
powder. 

I do not limit myself to a spiral wire held 
between two NE Strips, for it is obvious 
that one strip would be sufficient if the coils 
were soldered thereto, as shown in Fig. 4, or 
a flat band Smight be wound on edge around 
a mandrel s” and accomplish the same pur 
pose, as illustrated in Fig. 5. 

It will be seen that it is characteristic of 
all these constructions that there is mounted 
On a support in the mouth of the receptacle 
means for holding the powder after the can 
has been inverted with projecting parts to 
enter between the bristles of the brush with 
the powder when the brush is pressed down 
onto the device. 

I claim as my invention 
1. A receptacle for tooth-powder having a 

neck adapted to allow of the insertion of the 
bristles of a tooth-brush, and a substantially 
horizontal coil in such neck, over which the 
bristles may be pressed. 

2. A receptacle for tooth-powder compris 
ing a body portion and a neck adapted to al 
low of the insertion of the bristles of a tooth 
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brush, and a support in said neck, in combi 
nation with a substantially horizontal coil in 
the neck on the support, for the purposes de 
scribed. 

3. A receptacle for tooth-powder, compris 
ing a body portion and a neck, and a longitu 
dinal support in said neck, in combination 
with a coil on the Support leaving a space on 
each side between the coil and side walls of 
the neck of the receptacle. 

4. A receptacle for tooth-powder, compris 
ing a body portion and a neck adapted to al 
low of the insertion of the bristles of a tooth 
brush, and a longitudinal support in Said 
neck, in combination with means on the Sup port presenting upwardly-projecting parts to 
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| enter between the bristles of the brush with 
the powder. 

5. A receptacle for tooth-powder, compris 
ing a body portion and a neck, and a longitu 
dinal support in said neck, in combination 
with a coil on the support, and means at the 
end of said support for engaging the contract 
ing neck of the receptacle. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

JOHN ELLWOOD LEE. 
Witnesses: 

M. E. WRIGHT, 
E. M. LEWIS. 
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