
March 1, 1949. M. c. Lowe 2,463,400 
ATTACHMENT FOR OPERATING TABLES 

Filed Oct. 30, 1946 

- INVENTOR. 

Sz2-e 62 Zd 11 ge. . 

"/24-y/24 
A77 oar N/Ae YS 

  



Patented Mar. 1, 1949 2,463,400 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

Application October 30, 1946, Serial No. 706,542 
(C. 31-10) 1. Claim. 

1. 
This invention relates to an operating table 

such as is used in hospitals and the like. 
A hospital operation is usually performed 

upon, a specially constructed table which pro 
', wides. Special conveniences for the surgeon, and 
: attendants. In such operating tables, there is 
'; difficulty in preventing movement of the patient 
1. on the table, especially in a lengthwise direction; 
and Various inconvenient means, such as straps 
and the like, are resorted to in order to provide 
for holding the patient on the table. Also, in the 
use of a Syringe or container for the anesthesia, 
it is usually necessary for some person to hold 
this container during the time the anesthesia, is 
given to the patient, 
An object of this invention is to provide an 

attachment for an hospital operating table which 
will provide a shoulder rest for supporting the 
patient against movement lengthwise of the 
table. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a holder for the anesthesia, container Such as a 
syringe or the like which might be used. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

an attachment performing these functions which 
Will fit onto the usual Operating table and which 
will be adjustable thereon. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

an attachment in which a bracket may be ad 
justable as to height to satisfy varying condi 
tions which may be encountered in the use of 
the operating table. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a very rigid and yet confortable Support for the 
shoulder of the patient which will support the 
pressure caused by the Weight of the patient 
thereagainst so that the patient will not move 
lengthwise of the table. 

Another object of this invention is to provide 
a detachable means for securing a container for 
Some fluid which may be used during the time of 
operating; the arrangement being such that the 
container is easily and quickly removable from 
the holder for replacement or the like. 
With these and other objects in view, the in 

vention consists of certain novel features of con 
struction as will be more fully described and par 
ticularly pointed out in the appended claim. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a portion of an 

operating table illustrating my bracket equipped 
With the shoulder support and syringe holder as 
mounted in position. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the bracket with 
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the syringe removed and the padding for the 
shoulder Support removed. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view through the bracket 
mounting and through a part of the operating 
table. 

In proceeding with this invention, I provide a 
member on a bar which extends length Wise along 
the side of the operating table and in this men 
ber a bracket is mounted for vertical adjustment, 
while the member itself may be slid along the bar 
for horizontal adjustment. 
The bracket is provided with an arm on which 

resilient fingers are secured to act as a clip to re 
tain in place some container, such for instance 
as a Syringe, for medical use, While an arm is 
slidably mounted on the bracket for movement 
laterally of the table which arm Will be padded 
for comfort when engaged by the shoulder of the 
patient. 
With reference to the drawings, the operating 

table shown in Fig. 1 is designated generally 0. 
It consists of a framework with a bar 2 ex 
tending horizontally along one side thereof. A 
mattress 3 is provided on the framework of 
the table which nattress is provided with an 
opening or recess 4 for the convenience of in 
Sertion of a needle into the body, such for in 
stance as for spinal anesthesia purposes. 
A member designated generally 5 is slidably 

mounted upon the bar 2 by means of an opening 
6 which extends through this member so that 

this member may be moved along the bar length 
Wise of the table. The member is provided With 
a vertical opening fT in which there is located 
a bracket 8 having an upwardly extending por 
tion 9 positioned in the opening 7 and an hori 
ZOntally extending portion 20 which extends over 
the table and its mattress 3. This bracket 8 
may be adjusted by movement of the vertically 
extending portion 9 in the member 5 and may 
be held in an adjusted position by the set screw 
2? which engages this portion 9 to firmly press 
it against one of the sidewalls of the opening 7. 
An arm 22 has a mounting portion 23 which is 

riveted as at 24 to the horizontally extending 
portion 20 of the bracket. This arm is then off 
Set upwardly as at 25 and provided with an hori 
ZOntal extending portion 26 upon which resilient 
fingers 2 are Secured in spaced relation to flex 
toward and from each other. These fingers are 
So shaped as to provide a narrower entrance edge 
28 and a broader receiving portion 29 adjacent 
the portion 26. These fingers serve as clips for 
receiving some article to be held between them. 
Another arm, designated generally 30, is pro 
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vided with a base portion 3 which is slotted as of 
32 to slidably receive the rectangular portion 20 
of the bracket, while this arm extends upwardly 
in an arc as at 33 and is covered With some soft 
padding as at 34 shown in Fig. 1. In use, the arm 
30 is slid along the horizontal portion 20 of the 
bracket to a convenient location to receive the 
shoulder of the patient. Pressure against the 
arm 30 will, through the leverage of the bracket, 
bind the member 5 on the bar 2 against Sliding 
therealong. 
The shoulder rest serves to Support the patient 

when the operating table is inclined upwardly at 
one end and provides a means for much better 
and much more comfortably holding the patient 
in the desired position. 
A Syringe, or article containing anesthesia, 35, is 

positioned within the fingers 27 by pressing the 
same through the narrow entrance 28 and is 
there removably held by the resilience of these 
fingers. From this syringe, a tube 36 leads to the 
needle 37 for use in administering a Spinal anes 
thesia. A valve 38 controls the amount of fluid 
which will be passed through the tube 36 by rea 
son of the action of the hand plunger 39. By 
having the clip to hold the Syringe, the nurse in 
attendance to administer this anesthesia, may 
much better control the anesthesia, in accordance 
with the amounts desired. 
I claim: 
An attachment for an operating table having a 
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4. 
longitudinal bar of rectangular cross section along 
One side thereof, comprising a slide having an 
opening therein also rectangular in cross section 
to move along said bar and provided with a second 
opening having a rectangular cross section, a 
bracket having a leg of a cross Section to fit said 
second opening in the slide and having a second 
leg at Substantially right angles thereto to extend 
Over the operating table, means to secure the 
first leg in said opening in adjustable position 
therein, said second leg extending over the table, 
an arm extending from Said second leg parallel 
to said bar and offset upwardly from said second 
leg and resilient fingers on said arm also parallel 
to said bar to receive a Syringe in clamped rela 
tion. 
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