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(54) Tamper-evident zip lock package and method of its manufacture

(57)  Areclosable package (10) for the retail display
of a food product and for the purchase and storage
thereof by a consumer has tamper-evident features to
enable the consumer to discern whether the package
has been opened prior to purchase. The package (10)
includes a header (26) formed by attaching the front and
back sheets (12,14) of the package (10) to one another
above the interlocking profiles (20,22) of the zipper (18)

of the package (20) with a peel seal. Below the inter-
locking profiles (20,22), the front sheet (12) has a line
of weakness (32), such as a line of perforations extend-
ing transversely across the package (10) below the in-
terlocking profiles (20,22). A tear in the line of weakness
(32) or a breach of the peel seal would readily indicate
that the integrity of the package (10) has been compro-
mised.

FIG.2

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



D)

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C01)

EP 1 364 883 A3

European Patent
Office

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPOR

T

Application Number

EP 03 25 2937

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Category Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (Int.CL7)
P,X |EP 1 223 111 A (ILLINOIS TOOL WORKS) 1,3-10 |B65D33/25
17 July 2002 (2002-07-17) B65B9/04
P,Y |* column 3, line 35 - column 4, line 37 * (2 B65B61/18
* column 6, line 19 - line 26; figures B65D33/25
1,2,4,19 * B65B61/18
Y US 2002/015537 Al (STRAND ET AL) 1,3-10
7 February 2002 (2002-02-07)
A * page 1, left-hand column, line 1 - page |15
2, right-hand column, line 31 =*
* page 5, right-hand column, line 26 -
page 6, left-hand column, line 2; figures
10-12,31-36 *
Y EP 0 384 588 A (OSCAR MAYER) 1,3-10
29 August 1990 (1990-08-29)
* column 4, line 37 - column 5, line 7 =*
* figures 1,3,6,7 *
Y EP 0 524 359 A (OSCAR MAYER) 2
27 January 1993 (1993-01-27) TECHNICAL FIELDS |
* column 4, line 42 - column 6, line 15 * necL7)
* column 9, Tine 33 - column 10, line 6; B65D
figures * B65B
A US 5 358 334 A (SIMONSEN) 11
25 October 1994 (1994-10-25)
* the whole document *
A US 2001/045083 Al (MCMAHON) 11
29 November 2001 (2001-11-29)
* the whole document *
A US 6 178 722 B1 (MCMAHON) 15,21
30 January 2001 (2001-01-30)
* the whole document =*
- / —
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Exarniner
The Hague 16 September 2004 Newell, P
CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS . T : theory or principle underlying the invention
E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
X : patticularly relevant if taken alone after the filing date
Y : particularly relevant if combined with another D : document cited in the application
document of the same category L : document cited for other reasons
Atechnological backgroUNd e e et e a e et
O non—written disclosure & : member of the same patent family, corresponding

P : intermediate document document




9

EP 1 364 883 A3

European Patent

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

Application Number

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C01)

Office EP 03 25 2937
DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Category Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (Int.CL.7)
A US 6 131 374 A (BOIS) 25
17 October 2000 (2000-10-17)
* the whole document *
A EP 1 026 077 A (ILLINOIS TOOL WORKS) 29,35
9 August 2000 (2000-08-09)
* the whole document *
TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED (Int.CL7)
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place ot search Date ot completion of the search Examiner
The Hague 16 September 2004 Newell, P
CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS T : theory or principle underlying the invention
E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
X : particularly relevant if taken alone after the filing date
Y : particularly relevant if combined with another D : document cited in the application
document of the same category L : document cited for other reasons
A :technological background et e
O : non—written disclosure & : member of the same patent family, corresponding
P : intermediate document document




EP 1 364 883 A3

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 03 25 2937

This annex lists the patent family membersrelating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report. -
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particutars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

EPO FORM P0459

16-09-2004
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
EP 1223111 A 17-07-2002 US 2002094137 Al 18-07-2002
AU 764024 B2 07-08-2003
AU 9720401 A 18~07-2002
BR 0106110 A 10-~09-2002
CA 2365038 Al 16-07-2002
EP 1223111 A2 17~07-~2002
JP 2002225889 A 14~08-2002
NZ 516571 A 25~-07-2003
US 2003103687 Al 05-06-2003
US 2003103688 Al 05-06-2003
us 2003099412 Al 29-05-2003
US 2003103689 Al 05-06-2003
US 2003103690 Al 05~-06-2003
US 2002094138 Al 18-07-2002
US 2002015537 Al 07-02-2002 US 6360513 Bl 26-03-2002
usS 2003072502 Al 17-04-2003
US 2003072851 Al 17-04-2003
us 2003072503 Al 17-04-2003
US 2003096042 Al 22-05-2003
US 2003072504 Al 17-04-2003
US 2003072852 Al 17-04-2003
AU 7584900 A 14-05-2001
CA 2395947 Al 10-05-2001
EP 1263655 Al 11-12-2002
WO 0132521 Al 10-05-2001
US 2003113415 Al 19-06-2003
US 2004058039 Al 25-03-2004
Us 2001017950 Al 30-08-2001
US 2001017947 Al 30-08-2001
EP 0384588 A 29-08-1990 US 4966470 A 30-10-1990
AT 100406 T 15-02-1994
CA 2008736 Al 24-08-1990
DE 69006044 D1 03-03-1994
DE 69006044 T2 19-05-1994
DK 384588 T3 28-02-1994
EP 0384588 A2 29-08-1990
ES 2048423 T3 16-03-1994
JP 2242749 A 27-09-1990
JP 2833815 B2 09-12-1998
us 5224779 A 06-07-1993
EP 0524359 A 27-01-1993 CA 2054114 Al 06-05-1992
EP 0524359 A2 27-01-1993
JP 4279456 A 05-10-1992

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82




EP 1 364 883 A3

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 03 25 2937

This annex lists the patent family membersrelating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

£PO FORM P0459

16-09-2004
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
EP 0524359 us 5405629 A 11-04-1995
1N 5582853 A 10-12-1996
US 5358334 25-10-1994 US 5486255 A 23~01-1996
US 2001045083 29-11-2001 US 6138439 A 31-10-2000
AU 748560 B2 06-06-2002
AU 3404600 A 30~11-2000
BR 0001799 A 02-01-2001
CA 2306723 Al 21-11-2000
EP 1057620 A2 06-12-2000
JP 2001018928 A 23~01-2001
NZ 504582 A 25~-08-2000
US 2002178556 Al 05-12-2002
US 2003000176 Al 02-01-2003
US 2002184858 Al 12-12-2002
US 2003070395 Al 17-04-2003
US 2003126838 Al 10-07-2003
US 2001042357 Al 22-11-2001
US 2001039783 Al 15-11-2001
US 2001039784 Al 15-11-2001
US 2001042358 Al 22-11-2001
US 6178722 30-01-2001 US 5953796 A 21-09-1999
AU 718805 B2 20-04-2000
AU 4239899 A 16-03-2000
BR 9903215 A 14-03-2000
CA 2277441 Al 07-02-2000
EP 0978450 Al 09-02-2000
NZ 336535 A 27-10-2000
NZ 506572 A 27-10-2000
us 6609353 Bl 26-08-2003
AT 261256 T 15-03-2004
AT 258395 T 15-02-2004
AU 713895 Bl 16-12-1999
AU 718211 B2 13-04-2000
AU 3391699 A 16-12-1999
BR 9902415 A 18-01-2000
BR 9902416 A 18-01-2000
CA 2272675 Al 08-12-1999
CA 2272687 Al 08-12-1999
DE 69914410 D1 04-03-2004
DE 69915407 D1 15-04-2004
DE 69915407 T2 22-07-2004
EP 0962162 Al 08-12-1999
Ep 0970632 Al 12-01-2000

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82




EPO FORM P0459

EP 1 364 883 A3

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 03 25 2937

This annex lists the patent family membersrelating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

16-09-2004
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
us 6178722 B1 NZ 336058 A 28-07~2000
NZ 336059 A 28-02-2000
us 6112374 A 05-09-2000
us 6014795 A 18-01-2000
us 6299720 Bl 09-10-2001
US 6131374 A 17-10-2000 FR 2769288 Al 09-04-1999
AU 750102 B2 11-07-2002
AU 8790098 A 22-04-1999
CA 2249848 Al 03-04-1999
EP 0906866 Al 07-04-1999
NZ 332139 A 29-07-1999
EP 1026077 A 09-08-2000 US 6138436 A 31-10-2000
CA 2291951 Al 04-08-2000
EP 1026077 A2 09-08-2000
JP 2000226005 A 15-08-2000

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82



	bibliography
	search report

