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(57) Abstract: A treatment device for electrosurgery com-
prises: a sheath (11) which has a distal end section (11a)
and a proximal end section (11b); a needle-like electrode
section (50) which has a front end and a base end, is insert-
ed into the sheath in such a manner that the direction from
the base end to the front end is aligned with the direction
from the proximal end section to the distal end section, and
treats at the front end thereof a target site; a first electrode
(51) which is provided at the front end of the needle-like
electrode section and is exposed to the outside; a second
electrode (52) which is located at a position separated from
the first electrode to the base end side and is disposed in
such a manner that the positional relationship of the sec-
ond electrode relative to the second electrode is affixed; an
insulator (53) which is disposed between the first electrode
and the second electrode and insulates between the first
electrode and the second electrode; a first electrical con-
duction section which conducts a high-frequency electric
current to the first electrode; and a second electrical con-
duction section which conducts a high-frequency electric
current to the second electrode.
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restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Document 1 (JP 2005-144142 A (Jon C. Garito, Alan G. Ellman), 09 June
2005 (09.06.2005), paragraphs [0021], [0033]; fig. 11) discloses that
a tubular housing 18, two electrodes 60, 62, an insulating region 66,
and a wire that applies power to the electrodes are provided. Therefore,
the invention of claim 1 is not considered to be novel in relation to
theinventiondisclosedindocument 1, anddoesnot have a special technical
feature. Consequently, theclaims involve six inventions (group) having
the following special technical features.

Note that the invention of claim 1 having no special technical feature
is classified into Invention 1.

(Invention 1) the inventions of claims 1-5

An electrosurgical instrument in which a first electrode is formed
so as to extend in the radially outward direction of a treatment section
more than the outer diameter of a second electrode.

(Invention 2) the invention of claim 6

An electrosurgical instrument which is further provided with an
extended second electrode that is electrically connected to a second
electrode.

(Invention 3) the invention of claim 7

An electrosurgical instrument in which a sheath has an
electro-conductive coil sheath inside, and the coil sheath functions
as a part of a second conductive section.

(Invention 4) the invention of claim 8

An electrosurgical instrument which is further provided with a second
insulator that hides at least a part of the outer surface of a second
electrode in such a manner that a part on the tip side of the second
electrode is exposed with an area that is approximately equal to the
surface area of a first electrode.

(Invention 5) the invention of claim 9
An electrosurgical instrument in which a first electrode is a part
of an annular snare loop having electrical conductivity.

(Invention 6) the invention of claim 10

An electrosurgical instrument inwhicha first electrode is two-legged
forceps havingapairof elasticgrip sections that extend in thedirection
fromthebaseendtothetip, andare capableof makinga switchingoperation
with the base end as the center of the switching.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)
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Claim 4 involves all electrosurgical instruments which are provided
with the technical feature that “an extension section that is formed
so as to extend in the radially outward direction of a second electrode
is provided to the distal end of the second electrode. For example, the
scope of the invention involves not only an extension section 552a as
shown in fig. 11, but also the extension section 552a and an insulator
553 that are not directly in contact with each other, and the extension
section 552a and the insulator 553 that are separated from each other.

However, it cannot be said that the description discloses so far as
such things; thus claim 4 is not fully supported by the description.
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