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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Erasrus A. Hopge,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Portsmouth, in the county of Scioto and
State of Ohilo, have invented a new and use-
ful Washboard, of which the following is a
specification.

The objects of the invention are, gen-
erally, the provision in a merchantable form,
of a device of the above mentioned class
which shall be inexpensive to manufacture,
facile in operation, and devoid of compli-
cated parts; specifically, the provision of a
washboard constructed entirely of metal and
provided with a rubbing surface of novel
and improved form; other and further ob-
jects being made manifest hereinafter as
the description of the invention progresses.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and arrangement of parts herein-
after described, delineated in the accom-
panying drawing and particularly pointed
out n that portion of this instrument where-
in patentable novelty is claimed for certain
specific and particular features of the de-
vice, it being understood that, within the
scope of what hereinafter thus is claimed,
divers changes in the form, proportions,
size, and minor details of the structure may
be made without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the
invention.

In the accompanying drawing my inven-
tion is shown 1in perspective, similar nu-
merals of reference being employed to de-
note corresponding parts and parts of the
gtructure being broken away.

In carrying out my invention I provide,
primarily, a frame denoted generally by the
numeral 1. The frame 1 is fashioned from
a single piece of metal having its terminals
bent at right angles to its top 2, the edges
3 of these terminals being inbent to form
tubular legs 4 terminally closed by caps 16.
The edges 3 of the legs are provided with
oppositely disposed apertures 5 in which are
terminally mounted rungs 6. These rungs
6 are bent into tubular form, their edges 11
being spaced apart to form slots in the ad-
jacent faces of the rungs. From the termi-
nals of the rungs 6 project integral tongues
7 adapted to engage apertures 8 in the legs
4 and to be downturned upon the exterior
of said legs to hold the device together.

The rubbing board preferably comprises
two oppositely facing sections10spaced apart,

the edges of one section being overbent to en-
gage the edges of the other section, as denoted
by the numeral 20. When thus assembled
the washboard sections 10 are terminally re-
tained between the edges 11 of the rungs 6
and laterally retained between the inbent
edges 3 of the legs 4. If desired, a tie rod
19 may be mounted transversely of the de-
vice in the lower rung 6 and the rubbing
board sections 10 permitted to abut against
this tie rod.

The rubbing board may be of any form;
preferably, however, as shown, it is provided
with longitudinally disposed ridges 12, de-
fining smooth channels therebetween. A
series of these longitudinally disposed ridges

adjacent to each other are transversely

ribbed, as shown at 13, the remainder of
the rubbing board presenting a smooth sur-
face 21 throughout its length, saving as such
surface is broken by the longitudinally dis-
posed ridges 12.

A partition piece 18 is mounted between
the top 2 of the frame 1 and the upper rung
6 and 1is retained laterally between the inbent
edges 3 of the legs 4. The edges 9 of the
top 2 are caused to extend outward beyond
the legs 4 to form a cleat which, engaging
the periphery of the tub in which the wash-
board is placed, will prevent the said wash-
board from sliding downward in said tub
into an inoperative position. If desired,this
projecting portion of the top may be inbent,
as shown, in order to prevent the hands of
the operator from being injured and to guard
against catching and tearing the garments.

Fach of the sections 10 of the rubbing
board is provided with apertures 14 prefer-
ably located in the channels defined by the
ribs 12, these apertures 14 furnishing means
whereby the water and dirt coming from the
garments may find a proper exit. The water
thus passing between the sections 10 of the
rubbing board will fall downward into the
tub or find its way into the lower rung 6,
said rung being provided in its lower side
with drainage apertures 15 so that the water
from the rubbing board may find its way
back into the tub. If desired, the caps 16
may be provided with drainage apertures 17
in order that the water may find its way out
of that portion of the legs 4 which lies be-
tween the lower rung 6 and the base of the
device.

My invention may obviously be fashioned
from any material or combination of mate-
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rials; I prefer, however, that it be made en-
tirely of metal and I have found that if the
frame be fashioned from galvanized iron

and the rubbing board sections 10 from zinc

or brass, a durable and inexpensive structure
will result. When thus constructed, the
wash board herein described contains no
wood to swell or warp-and the device may
be cheaply manufactured on a small scale by
any tinsmith, or in-larger quantity by any
factory equipped with .common sheet metal
working machines.

Having thus.described my invention, what
T -claim as new and desire.to protect by Let-
ters Patent, is:—

1. A device of the class described eompris-
ing tubular rungs slotted upon :their adja-
cent faces, the lower rung being provided
with a -drainage opening  disposed in its
lower face intermediate its ends; a rubbing
board mounted in the slots in the rungs and
comprising oppositely facing sections-over-
bent at their edges to.engage each other and
provided with oppositely disposed, longi-
tudinal ridges defining smooth channels

-therebetween upon the outer faces of the
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board, the board being perforated in its

channeled portions; a portion of the ridges
adjacent each other being transversely

ribbed and a portion of the ridges adjacent s

each other being smooth; and a frame to in-
close the rungs and the board.

2. In a device of the class described a rub-
bing ‘board -comprising oppositely facing
sections overbent at their edges to engage
each other and provided with-oppositely dis-

posed, longitudinal ridges defining smooth
-channels ‘therébetween upon the outer faces
-of ‘the board, ‘the :board being perforated in

its channeled ‘portions; a portion .of ithe
ridgesadjacent.each other being:transversely
ribbed and a portion of the ridges adjacent
each other:being smooth ; and. a frame‘to in-
close the 1ibbing board.

In testimony that I.claim the foregoing as

my -own, I have ‘hereto affixed my signature

in the presence:of two witnesses.
ERASTUS A. HODGE.
Witnesses:

Wiirzam B. RicHARDSON,
C..8. MinrEer.
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