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2,552,438 

SUTCASE HAVING INDIVIDUALLY ACCES 
SBLE SECTIONS OF DFFERENT REIGHT 
AND DEPTH 

Samuel G. Kramer, Spring Glen, N.Y. 
Application March 23, 1948, Seria No. 16,409 

Claim. 
1. 

This invention relates generally to the luggage 
field and more particularly to improved suit 
case construction. 
In the past it has been considered desirable to 

have a Suitcase in Which, instead of having the 
various garment parts folded, said parts Were 
Suspended in such a manner as to reduce crush 
ing and Wrinkling thereof. The various attempts 
at a solution of this problem, however, have re 
sulted for the most part in devices in which the 
garment parts were Subjected to considerable 
folding or in which the case took on the charac 
teristics of a large trunk, for example of the 
wardrobe type, not suitable for carrying by hand. 

It is among the principal objects of the present 
invention to provide suitcase structure in which 
a man's or Woman's Suit, With the exception of 
the trousers, may be contained therein. Without 
undesirable bunching, Wrinkling, or folding. Tn. 
accordance with the present invention, the suit 
or similar garment may be transported with sub 
stantially the same accommodation as it would 
be if hung in a closet in the home, that is to say 
the garment may be carried by an ordinary gar 
ment hanger. 
Another object hereiin lies in the provision of 

Suitcase Structure having in combination a first 
chamber or compartment within which may be 
carried various similar articles used in travel and 
the like and a second chamber or compartment 
of Sufficient size and proper shape to contain a 
Suit or suits or similar articles of clothing. 
Another object herein lies in luggage structure 

in Which a plurality of non-communicating 
chamberS aire arranged. So that Suspended gar 
mentS or garment elements may be maintained 
in a substantially vertical position while the lug 
gage is at rest upon a horizontal surface or while 
the luggage is being mainually carried. 
Another object herein lies in the provision of 

Suitcase structure having a handle, in which the 
handle may be carried by the user's hand while 
Walking, in Such manner that the bottom Surface 
Of the Suitcase may clear the ground and the 
uppermost portions of the Suitcase may lie be 
tween the user's upper arm and trunk, fitting 
below the shoulder joint of the user. 
A further object herein is the provision of 

Suitcase structure which may be relatively light 
in Weight and may offer a maximum of conven 
ience and usefulness and yet which may be low 
in cost So as to have a large distribution and use. 
These objectS and other incidental ends and 

advantages will more fully appear in the progress 
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of this disclosure and will be pointed out in the 
appended claim. 
In the drawings, similar reference characters 

designate corresponding parts throughout the 
several views of each embodiment. 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a suitcase 
showing a first embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 2 is a rear perspective view of the suit 
case shown in Figure 1, with the cover for the 
Suit or Second compartment in an opened posi 
tion. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged vertical Sectional view 
as seen from the plane 3-3 on Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a front view in perspective cor 
responding generally to Figure 1 but showing a 
Second embodirilent of the invention. 

Figure 5 is a rear elevational view of the suit 
case ShOWn in Figure 4. 

Figure 6 is a front view in perspective of a 
Suitcase showing a third embodiment of the in 
vention. 

Figure 7 is a Side elevational view of the Suit 
case shown in Figure 6 with the cover for the Suit 
or Second compartment in an opened position. 
Turning now to the first embodiment of the 

invention illustrated in Figures 1 to 3 inclusive, 
the Suitcase generally indicated by reference 
character includes broadly a first compart 
ment 2, a Second compartment 4, and a handle 
element S. 
The suitcase () may be constructed in any 

suitable manner used in the art, as for example 
using Sole leather or a covered wood framework. 
If desired the case may be fashioned from shaped 
portions of light metal. 
The first compartment 2 is formed in part by 

upper Wall 8, Side walls 20 and 22, a botton Wall 
24 and main wall 44. A hinge member 26 pivot 
ally connects a first lid element 28 at the bot 
tom portion 36 thereof to the wall 24, thereby 
permitting the lid element to be swung OutWardly 
to provide access to the compartment 2. Latch 
members 32 detachably interconnect the upper 
portion 3 of the lid to the free edge of the upper 
Wall 8. Although the compartment 2 is shown 
in Figure 3 as internally unfitted, the inner sur 
faces of walls 8, 20, 22, and 24 if desired may 
be provided with pockets of suitable shapes to 
retain Smaller articles which would otherwise be 
unSecured. 
The handle 6 may be of any suitable con 

figuration, but is preferably of the type shown 
having a pivotal mounting 36 which secures it to 
the upper wall 8. 
The Second compartment is formed by the side 
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walls 20 and 22, the bottom wall 24, the top Wall 
38 as well as the upper portions 40 and 42 of the 
side walls 20 and 22, and the main vertical Wall 
44. The wall 44 serves as a joint Support for, 
and as a divider preventing communication be 
tween, the first and second compartments, and 
also provides the exterior surface 45 of the second 
compartment. The outer vertical Wall 46 and 
the second compartment lid element f8 form the 
remaining side of the second chamber. I have 
shown the height of the lid element to be ap 
proximately twice that of the outer vertical Wall, 
but if desirable the outer vertical wall may be 
eliminated, the lid element correspondingly in 
creased in size to completely enclose the outer 
side of the second compartment. Hinge members 
50 interconnect the lid element á8 with the upper 
side wall portion 42, while latch members 52 
retain the lid in the closed position. 
Secured near, the top of the main vertical Wall 

44 is a horizontal support 54 the free end of 
which is provided with an enlargement 56. As 
may be seen in Figure 3 this enlargement serves 
to retain a suitable number of hangers only one 
of which indicated by reference character 58 is 
shown. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

To assure comfort in carrying the present de 
vice, it is desirable that the distance between the 
handle 16 and the top wall 38 be shorter than 
the arm of the user. This will of course vary 
with the user's stature. Since the second com partment 4 is substantially disposed between 
the arm of the user and his body it is of relatively 
narrow depth, that is between the wall 45 and 
element 48, but even so, several suits may be 
inserted into the compartment in an unfolded 
state. 
Turning now to the second embodiment of the 

invention illustrated in Figures 4 and 5, for the purpose of avoiding needless repetition, certain 
of the parts having functions similar to those of 
the first embodiment are given similar reference 
characters with the addition of the prefix "1.” 
As may be seen in Figures 4 and 5 the second 

embodiment differs from the first embodiment 
principally in the shape of the top wall f38 and 
the upper wall if 8, and in the construction and 
action of the lid element 48. These two mem 
bers are substantially curved. The lid, elements 
(48 is opened to disclose the second compartment 
4 by sliding it upwardly in a rabbet (60. The 

lid is retained in any given position by the action 
of friction between the sliding surfaces. If de 
sired, however, a Suitable latch member (not 
shown) may be provided. . . . . . 
Turning now to the third embodiment of the 

invention illustrated in Figures 6 and 7 parts cor 
responding to those in the first embodiment have 
been given similar reference characters with the 
addition of the prefix "2." As may be seen in 
Figures 6 and 7 the third embodiment differs 
from the first embodiment and second embodi 

O 

5 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

60 

4. 
ment principally in the shape of the top Wall 
238 and the construction and action of the lid 
member 248. In this embodiment the lid is piv 
otally mounted by the hinges 250 for movement 
about a horizontal axis and is securable in the 
closed position thereof by a fastening device 264 
which may include a leather strap member and 
interengaging members 262. 

It may thus be seen that I have disclosed a 
novel and highly useful article of luggage. Suit 
cases made in accordance with my invention may 
be fabricated of relatively light weight materials 
since the main wall 44 acts as a stiffening strut 
as well as a divider between the first and second 
compartments. The larger articles of outer cloth 
ing which are normally hung on hangers may 
be placed within the second compartment with 
out removing them from the hangers. This 
makes packing a relatively simple process since 
by placing the present suitcase adjacent a clothes 
closet the transfer in either direction takes a 
relatively short time. -...- . . . 

I wish it to be understood that I do not con 
sider the invention to be limited to the exact 
details of structure set forth in this specification, 
as obvious modifications will occur to those skilled 
in the art. 
I claim: - - - - - - - - - - ' 

In a suitcase: the combination of a first com 
partment having a bottom wall, side walls, a lid, 
an upper wall, a back wall extending above said 
upper wall and a handle member secured to said 
upper wall; a second compartment having a bot 
tom wall, a top wall, side walls, a front wall 
formed by the back wall of said first compart 
ment, and a lid; said side walls being coplanar; 
said bottom walls being coplanar; said upper wall 
being disposed in a first plane, said top wall being 
disposed in a second parallel plane; said last two 
mentioned planes being substantially spaced from 
each other; said first compartment being verti 
cally disposed and having a predetermined height 
and depth; and said second compartment being 
vertically disposed and having a second predeter 
mined height and depth; the depth of said first 
compartment being greater than the depth of 
said second compartment. - 

SAMUEL G. KRAMER. 
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