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To all whon it nail? conce77: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. H. WILKIN 

SON, a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Brookline, in the county of Norfolk and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented new and use 
fullmprovements in Jackknives, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

jackknives; and it has for its object to pre 
vent the hinged portion of the blade from 
projecting above the handle, thus preventing 
the usual projection at such hinged portion 
from tearing the pocket when carried therein. 

It also has for its object to enable the user 
to grasp and hold the handle while using the 
knife, without injury or discomfort, and also 
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to protect the pointed ends of the blades and 
prevent such ends from projecting above the 
butt-end of the handle, as will hereinafter 
be more fully shown and described, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, 
wherein 

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of my 
improved jackknife, showing the blades 
closed. Fig. 2 represents a top plan view of 
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 represents a longitudinal sec 
tion on the line 33 shown in Fig. 2; and Fig. 
4 represents a side elevation of the improved 
knife, showing one of the blades open. 
Similar letters refer to similar parts wher 

ever they occur on the different parts of the 
drawings. . 
In the drawings, A represents the knife 

handle, on which A' is what is termed the 
“bolster,” and A' the butt. . . . 
B B are the knife-blades, pivoted at C, as 

shown. - 

I make the width of the bolster of such a 
size relative to the hinged blades so that the 
upper edge of said bolster shall be even with 
the back of the knife-blades when the latter 
are closed, as shown in the drawings, thus 
making the bolster end of the handle suffi 
ciently wide to conceal the hinged back ends. 
of the knife-blades when closed and prevent 
ing any sharp corners on the blades from 
sticking up above the bolster, which are liable 
to tear the clothing when carried in the pock 

ets of garments. The butt A' is extended 
upwardly above the middle portion of the 
handle, so as to properly conceal the pointed 
ends of the blades, and thereby enabling such 
pointed ends to be sharpened from time to 
time without calising such ends to project 
above the butt upper portion of the handle, 
as is a common objection to ordinary jack 
knives where the butt-end is not extended 
upwardly to cover and protect the pointed 
end of the blade. D in Figs. 2 and 3 represents the longitu 
dinal division-plate between the blades B B. 
Usually such division-plate extends upwardly 
even with the upper contour of the handle; 
but this is objectionable, as by grasping the 
handle such division-plate is liable to cause 
discomfort to the hand of the user, and to 
obviate such difficulty I terminate the upper 
edge of said division-plate at a proper dis 
tance below the upper contour of the handle, 
as represented in Fig. 3. 
What I wish to secure by Letters Patent 

and claim is 
1. A jackknife provided with one or more 

hinged blades, a division-plate arranged be 
tween said blades and a handle extended out 
Wardly beyond said division-plate, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. A jackknife provided with one or more 
hinged blades combined with a handle hav 
ing the interior bolster end arranged even 
with the back of the blade or blades, and 
having its butt portion extended beyond the 
middle part of the handle so. as to serve as 
a shield or protector for the pointed end of the 
blade or blades and having a division-plate 

50 

55 

75 

86 

85 
arranged between the blades, with the handle 
extending outwardly beyond said plate, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
nesses. - 

WILLIAM H. WILKINSON. 
Witnesses: 

ALBAN ANDREN, 
JOHN A. JONES. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

  


