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The present invention relates generally to carrier at-
tachments for maintaining open top liquid containers in
upright position despite changes in orientation of a sup-
porting member; more particularly, the invention relates
to such a carrier attachment which is particularly adapted
for use on golf bag carts.

The carrier of the invention is constructed and adapted
to be mounted on a movable support member. to main-
tain an open-top liquid container in an upright position
to prevent spillage regardless of the movement or change
in position and orientation of the support member. The
carrier has particular utility in use with golf carts, which
are commonly utilized to carry golf bags, clubs and ac-
cessory equipment about a golf course during the progress
of a game. Golf carts are of various types, including
power-driven carts for carrying a player and equipment,
and a common type is a collapsible cart which is manually
pulled about by the golfer. Because of the length of time
required in playing a round a golf, and because of the
outdoor exposure, activity, and often because of high
temperature or dry conditions, players frequently desire
to partake of liquid refreshment during the progress of a
game. Inasmuch as such refreshment is usually provided
by means of an open-top container such as a bottle, can
or glass, there is presented the problem of providing for
the transporting of such open-top containers without spil-
lage, in view of the fact that the players’ hands must re-
main free. Further, there is presented the problem of dis-
posing of emptied containers without littering the grounds.

In the preferred form of the invention herein described,
there is provided a carrier for attachment to a movable
supporting member, such as a golf cart, and which sta-
bilizes or maintains the liquid container always in an up-
right position without spillage despite movement of and
change of position of the supporting member. At the
end of its use or at the end of the play of a game, the
container may be removed from the carrier and discarded.
Preferably, the carrier comprises a mounting bracket
which has an internal cylindrical cavity when its com-
ponents are clamped together, and includes a support
stem having a disc at its end which fits pivotally within
the cylindrical cavity of the bracket. A container re-
ceptacle is removably attached at the opposite end of the
support stem and is configurated to hold an open-top
liquid contaier, such as a glass or a bottle. With the
mounting bracket means secured to the support member,
and with the receptacle suspended by means of the sup-
port stem, the stem is positioned to pivot about the center
of the disc and relative to the support member, whereby
the open-top liquid container is maintained by means
of gravity in an upright position despite movement and
changes in orientation of the support member of a golf
cart or other movable support.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to
provide a carrier attachment adapted for attachment to
a movable support, such as a part of a vehicle or golf
cart, to carry an open-top liquid container in an upright
position.

An object of the invention is the provision of a carrier
according to the foregoing object which is adapted to main-
tain an open-top liquid receptacle in an upright position
regardless of the position or movement of the support
to which the carrier is attached.
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An object of the invention is to provide a carrier ac-
cording to the foregoing objects wherein a receptacle is
adapted to hold a liquid container and is pivotable rela-
tive to the support member, whereby the liquid recep-
tacle remains upright despite movement and changes of
position of the support member, thereby preventing
spilling of the liquid contents of the container.

An object of the present invention is the provision of
a carrier according to the foregoing object, wherein a
cylindrical cavity in bracket means secured to the sup-
port member pivotally receives a disc at the end of a
support stem on which the receptacle is attached.

Another object of this invention is the provision of a
carrier attachment for open-top liquid containers which
is simplified in construction, inexpensive to fabricate, and
very effective for its intended purposes.

Other objects, features and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent to those versed in the art
from a consideration of the following description, the
appended claims and the accompanying drawing, wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a collapsible golf
cart with the carrier of the present invention secured to
the handle thereof, a golf bag being shown in phantom
outline;

FIGURE 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the car-
rier of FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 3 is a sectional view taken at line 3—3 of
FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 4 is a partial elevational view, showing the
mounting bracket of the carrier of FIGURES 2 and 3; and

FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary view taken at line 5—S5 of
FIGURE 3, showing the engagement of the receptacle
and stem members of the carrier of FIGURES 1 to 4.

Referring to the drawings, FIGURE 1 shows a con-
ventional golf bag 10 mounted on a conventional col-
lapsible manual golf cart 12. The golf cart has a handle
14 on the end of which is mounted a grip 16, an upright
tubular-central or stem member 18, a bracket member 20
slidable on stem member 18, and legs 22, 24 attached to
the bracket member 20 and having axles provided at their
respective ends on which are mounted wheels 28, 30.
Handle 14 is pivotally connected to a bracket 32 secured
on the upper portion of stem 18. A brace member 34
is connected between handle 14 and slidable bracket 20.
From the geometry of the parts and from the drawing,
it will be understood that the cart.is collapsible into a
contracted transportable configuration and is extensible
into the operative configuration shown, collapsing being
effected by sliding bracket 20 relative to stem 18 with
handle 14 swinging downwardly. A support or foot mem-
ber is secured at the lower end of stem 18 to support the
golf bag. The collapsible golf cart itself is conventional
and constitutes no part of the present invention.

Referring to FIGURE 2, a preferred embodiment of
the carrier of the present invention is shown as including
mounting bracket means comprising two separable clamp-
ing members 40, 42, which have respective semi-circular
portions adapted to be clamped together about cylindrical
handle 14 of the golf cart, and which have respective ex-
tending flat portions 44, 46, as shown, with apertures
adapted to receive a clamping bolt 50. These extending
flat portions 44, 46 have respective cylindrical recesses
52, 54 which register to define an internal cylindrical
cavity when the members are clamped together, as indi-
cated in FIGURES 3 and 4. A slot 56 extends to the
center of the cylindrical cavity from an edge of portion
46 of clamping member 42, for a purpose which is made
clear in further description herein.

In the exemplary form of the invention shown in the
drawings, a cylindrical receptacle or holder 60 has a cen-
tral bottom portion 62, an upper rim 64 and a plurality of
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interconnecting ribs 66. As shown in FIGURES 2 and
3, the receptacle 60 has a heavy or thickened side por-
tion 68 in which is defined a vertical longitudinally tapered
channel 70.

A support stem or pendulum member 72 is provided
with outwardly extending longitudinally tapered wing por-
tions 74. It will be appreciated from FIGURE 5 and
from the geometry of the parts, that the receptacle 60 is
readily engageable with and detachable from support stem
72 by means of the cooperating tapered channel 70 and
the stem portions 74.

Referring to FIGURES 3 and 4, stem 42 has a nor-
mally horizontal arm portion 76, which terminates in an
enlarged stud or disc 78 configurated to fit closely within
and to pivot in the cylindrical cavity defined by recesses
52, 54 in clamping members 40, 42. From the geometry
of the parts and the drawing, it will be understood that
arm portion 76 of the stem is movable through slot 56
in assembling the parts prior to securement by bolt 50.
The clamping members are firmly secured to handle 14
of the golf cart and the flat portions 44, 46 of the clamp-
ing members are secured together to define the cylindrical
cavity wherein the stud or disc 78 of the stem is rotatably
mounted.

With the stema 72 and receptacle 69 thus pivotally sup-
ported by the mounting bracket, the carrier of the in-
vention provides both for supporting the receptacle from
a support member and provides means for pivotal or
swinging movement of the receptacle and liquid open-top
container about the mounting bracket. In this manner,
a bottle, can or glass in the receptacle 60 is always main-
tained in an upright position without spillage, irrespective
of the movement or change in orientation or position of
the golf cart handle 14 or other support member to which
a carrier is secured. If the support member moves in
any particular direction or changes orientation, the stem
and receptacle pivots about the axis of the disc 78 in the
cylindrical cavity of the mounting bracket, thereby stabiliz-
ing the receptacle in an upright position. Spillage from
the liquid open-top container carried by the receptacle
is thereby prevented. The container can thus be trans-
ported by a movable support member, such as a golf cart,
without spillage. At the end of use or at the end of the
play of a game, the container may simply be removed
and discarded.

Those versed in the art will appreciate that the present
invention achieves the objects and realizes the advan-
tages hereinbefore mentioned.

Although a specific embodiment of the present inven-
tion has been illustrated and described herein, it will be
understood that the same is merely exemplary of present-
ly preferred embodiments capable of attaining the objects
and advantages hereinbefore mentioned, and that the in-
vention is not limited thereto; variations will be readily
apparent to those versed in the art, and the invention is
entitled to the broadest interpretation within the terms
of the appended claims.

The inventor claims:

1. A carrier for open-top liquid containers, comprising
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mounting bracket means adapted to be secured to a
support member,

said bracket means having a cylindrical cavity defined
therein,

said bracket means having a slot extending from an
edge thereof to the center of said cavity,

support stem means having an upper normally hori-
zontal arm portion adapted for insertion through
said slot,

a disc at the end of said horizontal arm portion of the
stem and adapted to fit pivotally within said cylin-
drical cavity,

and receptacle means attached at the opposite end of
the support stem and configurated to hold an open-
top liquid container such as a glass or bottle,

whereby the mounting bracket means are secured to the
support member with the receptacle suspended there-
from in position to pivot about the center of said
disc,

whereby the open-top liquid container is maintained
by gravity in an upright position despite movement
and changes in orientation of the support member.

2. A carrier for open-top liquid containers according
to claim 1, wherein said mounting bracket means com-
prise two clamping members adapted to be secured in
clamped relation to a support member,

said clamping members. having respective confronting
circular recesses adapted for registration to define
a cylindrical cavity in the bracket means when in
said clamped relation. '

3. A carrier for open-top liquid containers according
to claim 1, wherein said receptacle means has a normally
vertical tapered channel,

and wherein the support stem is constricted for engage-
ment in said channel for the ready attachment and
disassembly of the stem and receptacle.

4. A carrier for open-top liquid containers according
to claim 1, wherein said receptacle means is generally
cylindrical in configuration and has a depth sufficient to
accommodate an open-top container to retain the con-
tainer therein.
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