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2,807,371 
TABLE SUPPORTED ARTICLE HOLDER 

Stewart H. Johnson, Syracuse, N. Y. 
Application November 12, 1952, serial No. 320,007 

3 Claims. (C. 211-88) 

This invention relates to a table supported article 
holder and has particular reference to a novel rack for 
magazines, books, and the like, which is adapted to be 
Supported from a table by means of a protective table 
covering. 

In general, the invention contemplates a flexible table 
covering member having an article receiving receptacle 
Secured to each end thereof, whereby the covering mem 
ber may be positioned over the top of a table with the 
receptacles extending downwardly adjacent the sides of 
the table. In this manner, the covering member may 
serve as an attractive protective covering for the top of 
the table and at the same time support the receptacles de 
pending therefrom. Since there is an article receiving 
receptacle Secured to each end of the covering member, 
the receptacles counterbalance each other and prevent the 
member from sliding off the table top. In addition, the 
covering member may be provided with means on the 
table engaging Surface thereof to cause it to frictionally 
engage the table top, as will be more fully explained here 
inafter. W 

The invention has particular utility as removable auxil 
iary equipment for end tables, tables positioned between 
twin beds, and the like, and increases the storage capacity 
of Such tables while at the same time protecting the 
tops thereof. It will be understood that the inventive de 
vice is particularly well suited for hospital tables, for ex 
ample, since it provides a relatively large amount of ad 
ditional storage without occupying much space and leaves 
the top of the table free for such essential items as lamps, 
Water glasses, medicines, and so forth. The invention 
Will, of course, serve as advantageously in connection 
with hotel tables, or tables in the home. It is intended 
that the term "table,” as used in this application, include 
other articles of furniture adapted to support the article 
holder of the invention, such as benches, cabinets, radio 
and television sets. 
With the foregoing considerations in view, it is a 

primary object of the present invention to provide a re 
movable table supported article holder adapted to in 
crease the storage capacity of the table. 
Another important object of the invention is to provide 

a removable protective table covering having article re 
ceiving receptacles depending from the ends thereof. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a table 

supported article holder which increases the storage 
capacity of the table and yet leaves the top surface of 
the table free and unobstructed. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

removable table supported article holder which is at 
tractive in appearance and at the same time is relatively 
simple and economical to manufacture. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a table 

supported article holder having substantially rigid article 
receiving receptacles. . . . - 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
table supported article holder which may be easily ad 
justed to adapt it for use with tables of various sizes. 
The invention consists in the novel features, and in the 
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combinations and constructions hereinafter set forth and 
claimed. 

In describing this invention, reference is had to the ac 
companying drawings in which like characters designate 
corresponding parts in all the views. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a conventional table 
Supporting a typical embodiment of the invention. 

Figure 2 is an end elevation of the table and embodi 
ment of the invention illustrated in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the table and embodiment 
of the invention illustrated in Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is an enlarged end elevation of an article re 
ceiving receptacle of the invention. 

Figure 5 is a back side elevation of the receptacle of 
Figure 4. 

Figure 6 is an enlarged end elevation of a modified 
form of article receiving receptacle. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a frame adapted to 
be positioned in the receptacle of Figure 6. 

Figure 8 is a sectional elevation of an article receiving 
receptacle taken along line 8-8, of Figure 9. 

Figure 9 is a back side elevation of an article receiving 
receptacle illustrating the manner in which the covering 
member may be adjustably secured thereto. 

Having reference now to the drawings, and in particu 
lar to Figures 1-3, there is shown a conventional table, 
generally indicated at 20, which comprises legs 2 and 
a top 22. Supported by the table 20 is a typical embodi 
ment of the invention which is generally indicated at 24, 
and comprises a table top covering member 25, and a 
pair of article receiving receptacles 27, 28, respectively 
Secured to the ends of the covering member. 
Covering 25 is a pliant or flexible sheet member 

adapted to be positioned over the table top 22 in the same 
manner that a table runner or scarf is so positioned, as 
may be best seen from Figures 2 and 3. The covering 
member is preferably of rectangular shape and no wider 
than the width of the top of an average sized end or bed 
side table. The length of the covering 25 is substantially 
longer than the length of the table top to permit the end 
portion of the covering to hang downwardly adjacent the 
ends of the table. S. 
The covering member 25 may be formed of any suita 

ble sheet material which will protect the finish of the table 
top and is also attractive in appearance, but is preferably 
of some material such as plastic, or quilted plastic, which 
is washable and requires little care. As shown in the 
drawings, the covering 25 is of quilted plastic which may 
comprise an outer sheet of plastic material, an inner sheet 
of plastic material, cotton padding or the like positioned 
therebetween, and cross stitching interconnecting the 
outer and inner sheets. The inner sheet of plastic or, in 
the case of a single thickness covering, the under or table 
engaging side thereof is preferably provided with a Sur 
face which frictionally engages the surface of the table 
top 22 to cause the covering 25 to grip the top and there 
by diminish the likelihood of its sliding about thereon or 
slipping therefrom. Thus, in the case of a plastic cover 
ing, commercially available plastic having a tractional 
duality may be employed or, in the case of a fabric, a 
weave may be selected having good tractional character 
istics. 
The article receiving receptacles 27, 28, are preferably 

of rigid construction so that they will not be distorted out 
of shape when magazines, books, or other objects, are 
placed therein. As shown in Figures 1 to 5, receptacles 
27, 28, are box-like structures of substantially rectangu 
lar cross section, although it will be apparent that struc 
tures of other shapes may be employed. Each receptacle 
comprises a back or inner wall 30, a pair of side walls 31 
secured to the inner wall, a bottom member 32 secured 

- to the inner and side Walls, and a front or outer wall 
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34 secured to the side and bottom walls. These members 
may be of any suitable substantially rigid material such 
as wood, plastic or stiff cardboard. 
The receptacles 27, 28, may be fixedly secured to the 

ends of the covering member 25 by clamping the latter 
between the walls 30 and strips 35, the strips being 
attached to the walls as by screws or rivets 37, Figures 
4 and 5. The inner walls 30 are offset from the back 
edges of their respective side walls 31 to provide side 
wall flanges 38. The flanges 38 are wider than the com 
bined thickness of the covering 25 and strip 35, so that 
the latter do not project beyond the inner edges of the 
side walls. The inner edges of the side walls 31 may be 
provided with cushioning pads of resilient material, as 
indicated at 39, to prevent them from engaging, and 
possibly marring, the finish of the table. Since the 
receptacles 27, 28, are substantially identical, they effec 
tively counterbalance one another when the article holder 
is positioned on a table as shown in Figures 1 to 3, and 
this counterbalancing effect complements the tractional 
quality of the covering member 25 in maintaining the 
article holder in proper position on the table. 

While both of the receptacles 27, 28, may be fixedly 
secured to the covering 25 as above described, it is pref 
erable to have at least one of the receptacles adjustably 
secured thereto so that the length of the covering between 
receptacles may be varied to adapt the article holder to 
tables of various sizes. To this end, the covering member 
25 may be formed at one end with a transverse pocket 40, 
Figures 8 and 9, adapted to receive a rigid strip or batten 
41. Secured to the pocket 40 by any suitable means are 
a pair of straps 42, each strap having fastening elements 
thereon such as a plurality of male snaps 44 intermediate 
the ends of the strap, and a female snap 45 at the outer 
extremity thereof. One of the receptacles, such as 
receptacle 27, may be provided with a pair of rods 47, 
48, whose ends are mounted in the flanges 38 of the 
receptacle so that the rods are spaced from the inner 
wall 30, as shown in Figure 8. Rod 47 is positioned ad 
jacent the top of the receptacle 27, while rod 48 is posi 
tioned below the mid-point thereof. With this construc 
tion, the pocketed end of covering 25 is inserted between 
wall 30 and rod 47 and pulled downwardly until straps 
42 can be looped around rod 48 and fastened to them 
selves by securing the female snaps 45 to the particular 
male snaps 44 which permit the covering member to 
be adjusted to the desired length. The purpose of rod 
47 is to prevent the top of the receptacle 27 from tipping 
away from the table 20 as it would do if it were secured 
to the covering at the bottom bar 48 only. It will be 
understood that both receptacles 27, 28, may be detach 
ably secured to the covering member 25 in the manner 
described, or by a simple snap fastener arrangement, so 
that the covering may be completely detached if desired 
for cleaning or replacement. 

While it has been stated hereinabove that receptacles 
27, 28, are preferably of rigid construction, it will be 
understood that it is not necessary that every individual 
element comprising the receptacles be in such form. 
For example, the invention contemplates a receptacle 
construction wherein the front or outer wall 34 might 
be of pliant material, such as fabric or flexible plastic. 
Similarly, the side walls 31 or bottom member 32 might 
be of pliant material. The receptacles 27, 28, may also 
be formed by securing side walls 31 and bottom member 
32 directly to downwardly extending extensions of the 
covering member 25, whereby the covering itself forms 
the back or inner walls 30 of the receptacles. In this 
connection, reference may be had to Figures 6 and 7 
wherein a modified form of the invention is shown. In 
this form of the invention, the receptacle is a pocket 50 
integrally formed on each end portion of the covering 
member 25, the side walls 51, front wall 52 and bottom 
member 54 of this pocket all being of pliant material 
Suitably stitched or otherwise fastened together. To give 
the pockets 50 rigidity, auxiliary frames 55, Figure 7, are 
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4. 
provided, these frames being adapted to be positioned 
within the pockets. Frames 55 are preferably formed of 
substantially inflexible wire 57 and may, if desired, be 
provided with a substantially solid bottom member 58. 
This modification of the invention has the particular 
advantage that in hospitals, or hotels, where it may be 
necessary to store a large number of article holders, the 
frames may be removed from the pockets and nested 
together while the covering members can be compactly 
rolled up or folded flat. 
What I claim is: 
1. A table supported article holder comprising a flexible 

protective covering member adapted to overlie the top of 
a table with its end portions extending downwardly adja 
cent the sides thereof, said member having an adjustable 
fastening means adjacent at least one of its ends includ 
ing a transverse pocket formed in the member and an 
elongated stiffening member positioned in said pocket; 
and a pair of substantially rigid article receiving recep 
tacles respectively secured to said downwardly extending 
end portions, at least one of said receptacles having means 
to coact with said adjustable fastening means to permit 
said receptacle to be adjustably secured to said covering 
member whereby said article holder may be adapted for 
use with tables of various sizes. 

2. A table supported article holder comprising a flex 
ible sheet material member adapted to substantially cover 
the top of a table with its end portions extending down 
wardly adjacent the sides thereof; a pair of substantially 
rigid open topped article receiving receptacles respectively 
secured to said downwardly extending end portions of the 
sheet material member to counterbalance each other and 
maintain the member in position on said table top; at 
least one of said receptacles being detachably secured to 
said sheet material covering member by an adjustable 
fastening means including stiffened fastening structure 
extending across one end of said member and means 
on the receptacle operably engaged by said fastening 
structure, whereby the length of said sheet material mem 
ber between receptacles can be adjusted to adapt said 
article holder for use with tables of various sizes. 

3. A table supported article holder comprising a flex 
ible protective covering member adapted to overlie the 
top of a table with its end portions extending downwardly 
adjacent the sides thereof; a pair of substantially rigid 
article receiving receptacles respectively secured to said 
downwardly extending end portions, each of said recep 
tacles having a rigid inner and outer wall and an open 
top, the height of said outer walls being substantially less 
than the height of said inner walls; resilient cushioning 
means, on the inner wall of each of said receptacles 
adapted to engage the table and prevent the receptacles 
from marring same; at least one of said receptacles being 
secured to said covering member by structure compris 
ing adjustable fastening means adjacent at least one end 
of the covering member and including a transverse pocket 
formed in the member and an elongated stiffening member 
positioned in said pocket, and means on at least one of 
said receptacles operably engaged by said adjustable 
fastening means, whereby said receptacle may be adjust 
ably positioned with respect to said covering member to 
permit said article holder to be adapted for use with 
tables of various sizes. 
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