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My present invention relates generally to
receptacles, and has particular reference to a
laindry hamper of unique character and
construction,

It is well known that available space is ex-
tremely small in many of the residential
apartments of the present time. This is par-
tiealarly true with respect to closet space.
The proper and convenient location of the
ordinary type of laundry hamper is therefore
quite a problem. )

To locate such conventional hampers in
bathrooms presents a similar problem since
such bathrooms are by no means roomy.

It is therefore an object of my present in-
vention to provide a laundry hamper of a
character and construction which will render
it peeuliarly adapted to employment in apart-
ments of the type mentioned. It is a more

20 particular object to provide a hamper which
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1s adapted by its structural nature to be per-
manently associated with the wall of a bath-
room, thereby positioning the hamper in a
convenient place while at the same time utiliz-
ing a portion of the valuable space ordinarily
occupied simply by the wall of the bathroom
and hence normally unavailable.

Briefly, my invention relates to a built-in
receptacle which is so constructed and as-
sociated with a wall as to render it peculiarly
efficient for the purpose of accumulating
laundry or the like over relatively short
periods of time.

The laundry hamper constructed in accord-
ance with my present invention is compose
of two complementary and separably associ-
ated sections; one of which is embedded in the
wall of the bathroom and the other of which
bulges slightly outwardly into the room. A
maximum amount of storage space is there-
by provided with a minimum amount of ob-
struction, if any, to the room itselt. One of
the principal features of my invention lies in
providing the scctions with means for per-
mitting total withdrawal or removal of the
front section by merely pulling thereon or by
similarly manipulating it in au extremely
simple manner. Thiz construaction venders
my device particnlarly eificient in connection
with the relatively small bathrooms of mod-

ern apartments, permitting the periodic re-
moval of the contents of the hamper in an ex-
peditious and uncumbersonme manner.

Another particular feature lies in provid-
ing an aperture in said front section for per-
nutting insertion, from time to time, of the
laundry which is to be accumulated, a suit-
able closure lid being provided in such a man-
ner as to retain such aperture normally closed
while at the same time permitting the inser-
tion of laundry to be effected in a simple man-
ner.

Further features of 1y invention reside in

the particular simple struetnral nature of
the sections, the provision of suitable attach-

ing portions snd means for accomplishing
the desived ends, the provision of ventilat-
ing openings, and in general, all those par-
ticular structural charvacleristics which ren-
der my device attractive in appearance, in-
expensive to manufacture, simple to install,
and highly efficient in fullilling the contem-
plated functions.

I achieve the foregoing objects and such
other objects as may hereinafter appear or be
pointed out in the manner illustratively ex-
emplified in the accompanying drawings in
which—

Figure 11is a perspective view of a laundry
hamper constructed in accordance with my
present invention and associated with a wall
of a bathroom;

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view on an
enlarged scale taken substantially along the
line 2—2 of Figure 1; and

Iigure 3 is a cross-sectional view taken
substantially along the line 3—3 of Figure 2.

For illustrative purposes I have shown a
typical wall which consists of spaced upright
studs 10 and 11 to which suitable metal Jath is
attached in the usnal manner.  Applied to
the lnth is the plaster 12 and over the latter
are the tiles 15, Depending upon the par-
ticular size of hamper, suitable horizontal
studs 14 and 15 are associated with the main
vertical studs so as to provide a structure
somewhat in the nature of a frame for ac-
commodating the embedded section of my
deviee. |

The rear or embedded section illustrated
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in ngure 2 comprises the real wall 16, the
forwardly disposed side walls 17 and 18, the

‘forwardly disposed top wall 19, and the for-
wardly disposed bottom wall 20. Prefer- -

ably, though not necessarily, the rear wall 16
is inclined forwardly at its upper and lower

- ends to provide the rear wall portions 21 and
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22 merging respectively with the top and
bottom wall portions 19 and 20. Suitable at-
taching devices such as the bolts or screws 23
extend through the side walls of this em-
bedded section and into permanent engage-
ment with the frame composed of the studs
within the wall.

The forward edges of the side, tep, and
bottom wall portions 17-—20 are arranged to
lie substantially flush with the exposed outer
surface of the bathroom wall, and these edges
are provided with outwardly disposed flanges
adapted to overlie the adjacent marginal por-
tions of such outer surface. The entire sec-
tion is preferably made of an integral piece
of sheet metal, and the flanges last mentioned
are preferably constructed so as to merge
with one another to provide the continuous
marginal flange 24. Such flange enhances
the outer appearance of the device and also
facilitates the proper mounting of the rear
section within the wall. :

The complementary front section which I
have illustrated may similarly be formed of
an integral sheet metal element suitably con-
structed -as a closure for the forwardly open
embedded section. The front section com-
prises the front wall portion 25 which is
parallel to but slightly- spaced forwardly
from the outer surface of the bathroom wall.
At its upper and lower ends, the front wall 25
is inclined toward the bathroom wall for the
dual purpose of obviating objectionable and
possibly obstructing corners and also facili-
tating the provision of the means for insert-
ing laundry into the device.

The lower inclined portion 26 of the front

.wall 25 is preferably provided with a series

of ventilating openings 27, and the upper
inclined portion 28 is provided with an aper-
ture 29, preferably rectangular and extending
across the entire width of the device. The
forward section is also provided with the
opposite side wall portions 30 and 31.
Marginally arranged around the front sec-
tion are two flanges one of which, designated
by the reference numeral 32 extends rear-
wardly and is adapted to enter the embedded

~ section, telescoping snugly within the for-
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ward portions of the walls 17—20, This is
an attaching flange as will be presently de-
scribed in greater detail. The other flange
33 is arranged to lie in a single plane parallel
to the outer surface of the bathroom wall and
is adapted to overlie the marginal flange 24
when the sections are in normal association.
The flange 33 enhances the outer appearance
of the entire device and also facilitates the
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ventilation o
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proper supporting and positioning of the
outer section with respect to the embedded
section.

Laundrﬁ is adapted to be inserted into the
hamper through the aperture 29. To re- 70
tain this aperture normally yet yieldably
closed I provide a closure 1id 34 preferably
hinged as at 35 to the upper marginal edge

‘of the aperture 29. I may provide either

spring means or any other suitable instru- 75

.mentality for normally pressing the lid 34

outwardly so as to seal the aperture 29. In
Figure 2 I have illustrated a construction
wherein a weighted web 36 is carried by the
rear side of the lid 34, whereby the center of 80
gravity of the entire hinged Iid is normally
positioned directly beneath the line of hing-
ing 35. It will be obvious that merely press-
ing upon the lid 34 will permit insertion of
laundry, the lid automatically returning to 85
its normally closed position after the pres-
sure has been released.

The interior of the hamper is suitably
ventilated during the collection of laundry
therein by means of the openings 27 and also 90
by means of the additional openings 87 pref-
erably arranged in an ornamental manner
on the front wall portion 25. :

To permit the periodic removal of the ac-
cumulated laundry, I provide means for 95
totally withdrawing or removing the front
section from its normal association with the
rear section. T have shown a pair of pins 38
extending upwardly from the wall 20 of the

embedded section, and I provide an opening 100 . -
“or openings in the lower portion of the flange

32 to permit removable application and en-.
gagement of this flange over the pins 88. The:
upper wall portion 19 is provided with a
spring 39 adapted to engage frictionally and 105
yieldably within & suitably prepared opening
in the upper portion of the flange 32. The
enga%gment of the flange 32 at the spaced top
and ‘bottom portions thereof serves to hold
the outer section firmly against the inner sec- 110
tion. ,

To facilitate the withdrawal of the outer
section I prefer to provide a pair of open-
ings 40 in each of the side walls 80 and 31
of the outer section, and I may also pro- 115
vide a pair of openings 41 in the front wall
25.  These openings not only enhance the.

fethe hamper, but they are se
constructed and positioned as to permit the
insertion of one or more fingers of a person 120
manipulating the device. :

Thus, to empty thé hamper, the outer sec-
tion is grasped by means of the openings 40
or 41 and a pull is then exerted which ac-
complishes a release of the.spring 39 from 125
the flange 82. As soon as the flange 32 is
clear of the embedded section, a slight lift
upon the outer section will disengage the
flange 82 from the pin or pins 38 and there-
by permit total separation 6f the two-com- 130
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plementary sections. The laundry will then
fall upon the floor 42 of the bathroom, and
the inclination of the portions 22 and 26 will
facilitate this removal of the accumulated
laundry.,

The outer section is then reapplied by a
reverse series of manipulations. It is to be
noted that this procedure of emptying the
hamper is extremely convenient and capable
of performance within a very limited space.
Regardless of the height or width of the
entire device, it may be completely emptied
in a quick and expeditious manner regard-
less of the smallness of the room with whose
wall it is associated.

1 contemplate that devices of the present
character will be associated with the room
during the construction of the building, there-
by providing a built-in and permanent re-
ceptacle which greatly enhances the de-
sirability of the particular apartment with
which it is associated. Since the usual walls
are about seven inches thick, I have found it
satisfactory to construct devices having an
effective depth of approximately eight inches.
Such devices are preferably thirty inches
high, approximately twenty or twenty-four
inches wide, and have proven to be extremely
satisfactory from the standpoint of accumu-
lating the usual amount of laundry.

I am fully aware that built-in receptacles
are not by themselves new and I make no
claim herein to built-in receptacles broadly.
So far as I am aware, however, a construc-
tion of the present character is novel in its
several features whereby the present con-
templated purposes may be efficiently and
practically carried into effect.

It will be obvious that changes in the de-
tails herein described and illustrated for the
purpose of explaining the nature of my in-
vention may be made by those skilled in the
art without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention as expressed in the ap-
pended claims. It is therefore intended that

these details be interpreted as illustrative and

not in a limiting sense.

Having thus described my invention and
illustrated its use, what I claim as new and
desire to secure by Letters Patent is—

1. A laundry hamper comprising a pair
of complementary telescopic and wholly sep-
arable sections one of which is adapted to be
embedded in a wall of a room and has a rear
wall whose upper and lower portions extend
obliquely forwardly, and the other of which
sections bulges outwardly from said first-

named section and is provided with a feed-

ing aperture near its upper edge.

2. A laundry hamper comprising a pair
of complementary separable sections one of
which is adapted to E
of a room and comprises a rear wall and for-
wardly disposed top, bottom, and side walls
whose forward edges are adapted to lie sub-

e embedded in a wall

3

stantially flush with the outer surface of said
wall, said edges carrying outwardly disposed
flanges adapted to overlie the adjacent mar-
ginal portions of said outer surface; the
other section bulging outwardly away from
said first-named section and comprising two
marginal flanges one of which extends hori-
zontally into the first-named section and the
other of which extends vertically and is
adapted to overlie the outwardly disposed
flanges of said first-named section, said outer
section being provided with a feeding aper-
ture near its upper edge. 4

3. A laundry hamper comprising a pair
of complementary separable sections one of
which 1s adapted to be embedded in a ver-
tical wall of a room, and the other of which
sections bulges outwardly away from said
first-named section, said ‘second-named sec-
tion having a feeding aperture and having
also a marginal attaching flange adapted to
extend rearwardly therefrom into said first-
named section; and means cooperating with
sald attaching flange for separably asso-
ciating said sections to permit total removal
of said second-named section by pulling and
lifting thereon ; said means comprising a pin
carried by the first-named section and adapt-
ed to engage said flange.

4. A laundry hamper comprising a rear
section adapted to be embedded in a substan-
tially vertical wall of a room and having an
opening substantially flush with the exposed
surface of said wall, the bottom of said em-
bedded section being in substantially hori-
zontal alignment with the bottom edge of
said opening, a complementary front sec-
tion constructed as a closure for said open-
ing and coextensive in area with the latter
and provided with an aperture for the de-
posit of laundry into the hamper, and a
closure lid for said aperture.

5. A laundry hamper comprising a pair of
complementary sheet-metal sections, one of
said sections being adapted to lie embedded
in a bathroom wall and comprising rear, side,
top, and bottom walls, the other section
adapted to bulge outwardly into the room
and being constructed as a front closure for

-said embedded section, said front section in-

cluding an apertured portion extending di-
agonally downwardly from the upper edge
thereof, means for separably associating said
sections to permit total removal of the front
section by pulling.and lifting thereon, and a
yieldable closure 1id within the hamper for
normally sealing said apertured portion.

6. A laundry hamper comprising a pair of

complementary sheet-metal sections, one of

said sections being adapted to be embedded
in a substantially vertical bathroom wall and
comprising rear; side, top, and bottom walls,
the other section being adapted to bulge out-

-wardly into the room and being constructed

as a front closure for said embedded section,
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said front section including an apertured
ortion extending diagonally downwardly

rom the upper edge thereof, a closure lid
hinged to said apertured portion for scaling
the aperture thereof, yieldable means for re-
taining said lid in sealing posiiion, an at-
taching flange carried by the front scction
and adapted to extend rearwardiy into tele-
scopic relationship with said side, top, and
bottom walls of .the embedded section, and
means for detachably engaging said attach-
ing flange to permit total removal of the
front section when the hamper is to be
emptied.

In witness whereof I have signed and
sealed this specification this 20 day of
October, 1928.

ARTHUR J. FELTAULT.



