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FITTED RUFFLE

Background of the Invention

The present iﬁvention generally relates to bedding and furnishings and, more
particularly, relates to a fitted dust ruffle for a bed or the like having a mattress or
cushion.

Conventionally, ruffles for service as a bed dust ruffle or for other cushions
and furniture have included a cloth sheet that fits between mattress and box springs
or otherwise under a similar cushion. The sheet has been sized to substantially
conform to a surface of the mattress or cushion, in length and width, such that the _
sheet is not visible when spread and located under the mattress atop the box springs
(or under another cushion where the ruffle is placed under the cushion atop a
furniture seat or surface under the cushion, or the like). The sheet has been formed
with a peripheral ruffle accessory attached thereto. In use and location in a bed or
other furniture, the sheet is substantially hidden and the peripheral ruffle extends
beyond the overlying mattress or cushion. In this arrangement, the ruffle hangs down
along edges of the bed or cushioned furniture. Of course, the ruffle is typically of a
fabric or similar skirt material and is often itself a color(s) or pattern, including, for
example, ruffled, ridged, filigreed, border, flat, pleated, ornamental, finery, fluffy, or
other decoration to provide an appealing interior design feature and for the bed or
other furniture.

When the conventional ruffles are used, the sheet under the mattress or
cushion is not fixed with respect to the underlying box springs or surface. This is
problematic to maintaining a neat and orderly appearance of the ruffle in its intended
position. For example, the conventional bed ruffle tends to shift because of
movement of the sheet of the ruffle with respect to the box springs. Sleep and
movement of persons on the overlying mattress can displace the ruffle in its desired
positioning atop the box springs, such as by shifting laterally, twisting, bunching, and
the like. As this shifting of the bed ruffle occurs, the ruffle soon readily becomes out
of desired and orderly display.

It would, therefore, be a significant improvement in the art and technology to
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provide a ruffle that will not significantly shift over time or through use of the ruffle.
The present invention provides numerous advantages and improvements, including
improvements and nuances in the foregoing respects.

Summary Of The Invention

An embodiment of the invention is a system. The system includes a fitted
sheet and a ruffle attached to the fitted sheet.

Another embodiment of the invention is a system for covering and providing
an edge ruffle to an object having corners. The system includes top of dimensions for
covering the object, a side connected to the top for wrapping the object, a retainer for
maintaining the top and the side in relational position with the object, and a ruffle
connected to the side.

Yet another embodiment of the invention is system. The system includes a
cover, a retainer connected to the cover, and a ruffle connected to the cover.

Another embodiment of the invention is a system. The system includes a
fitted cover and a ruffle connected to the fitted cover.

Yet another embodiment of the invention is a method of decorating to supply
aruffle to a furniture. The method includes attaching a ruffle to a fitted sheet and
placing the fitted sheet on the furniture, wherein the ruffle locates along edges of a
surface of the furniture.

Brief Description Of The Drawings

The present invention is illustrated by way of example and not limitation in
the accompanying figures, in which like references indicate similar elements, and in
which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a top perspective, exploded view of a fitted bed sheet and
ruffle to be joined to the fitted sheet, according to certain embodiments of the
invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates a bottom perspective view of the ruffle and fitted sheet of
Fig. 1, joined as a fitted ruffle, according to certain embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 3 illustrates a top perspective view of use of the fitted ruffle of Fig. 2, as
employable with a mattress or springs of a bed or other cushion, according to certain
embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates a side cross-section view, taken along lines A-A’ of Fig. 2 at
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a corner of the fitted ruffle of that Figure, according to certain embodiments of the
invention;

FIG. 5 illustrates a side, partial perspective view, of a ruffle being joined to a
fitted sheet during construction of the fitted ruffle of Fig. 2, according to certain
embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 6 illustrates a top perspective, exploded view of an alternative fitted
ruffle, including a fitted sheet and a ruffle, wherein the ruffle is joined along an upper
portion of a side of the fitted sheet (in comparison to Fig. 2), and as employable with
a mattress or springs of a bed or other cushion, according to certain embodiments of
the invention;

FIG. 7 illustrates a side cross-section view, taken along lines B-B’ of Fig 6 at
a corner of the fitted ruffle of that Figure, according to certain embodiments of the
invention;

FIG. 8 illustrates a side, partial perspective view, of another alternative fitted
ruffle, wherein the ruffle is formed with corner pockets (in lieu of an entire fitted
sheet), for use to position the corners of the ruffle at a generally angled corner edge of
a mattress, cushion or the like, according to certain embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 9 illustrates a bottom, perspective view, of another alternative fitted
ruffle, including a ruffle joined to a fitted sheet, but employable to fit the fitted sheet
to an underside of a mattress, cushion or the like, according to certain embodiments
of the invention;

FIG. 10 illustrates an alternative fitted ruffle, having a generally oval shape
for fitting an oval cushion or surface, and including at a periphery of a sheet of the
fitted ruffle an elastic or other retainer, according to certain embodiments of the
invention; and

FIG. 11 illustrates an alternative retainer for a fitted ruffle such as that of Fig.
10 or the other embodiments, where in the retainer includes a cord enveloped in a
periphery of a sheet to which is joined a ruffle, according to certain embodiments of
the invention.

Detailed Description

Referring to Fig. 1, a fitted sheet 102 is formed with corners for conforming

to a 3-D surface, such as a mattress. The fitted sheet 102 generally has a top 102a,
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sides 102b, and an underside rim 102c at a periphery of the sheet 102. The fitted
sheet 102 can be a bedding sheet that conforms to a mattress via elastic at corner
locations of the periphery of the rim 102c, elastic around the entire periphery of the
rim 102c, stretched or tight fit of non-elasticized corner portions, ties at corners, and
any of a wide variety of other available or similar fitting mechanisms, as those skilled
in the art will understand and appreciate. All such possibilities for fitting of the fitted
sheet 102, and its make-up, construction and design, whether or not now known,
available or employed, are expressly included in the descriptions herein and no
particular fitting mechanism limits the scope of the descriptions.

A ruffle 104 is sized of width as desired for the application, for example, a
bed ruffle may be desired to extend downward about 6” to about 15 (or other width,
as applicable). The ruffle 104 is sized of length at least as long as the outer periphery
form by the top 102a of the fitted sheet (and, generally, will be somewhat longer for
purposes of joining the ruffle 104 to the sheet 102, as hereinafter further detailed).
As further described in subsequent discussion, the ruffle 104 is affixed to the sides
102b of the fitted sheet 102, to extend along the extent of the sides 102b and to hang
from where so affixed. Although the ruffle 104 is shown in Fig. 1 as a continuous
length, the ruffle 104 can be multiple portions that are fixed together to form the
entire length or can be of different lengths and locations at the sides 102b as may be
desired for certain applications or uses.

Both the sheet 102 and the ruffle 104 can be cloth of any type, such as cotton,
synthetic, or other. The sheet 102 can, for example, be of a typical bed sheet
material, such as a 100% cotton or blend. The ruffle 104 can be cloth of any desired
materials, including, for example, cotton, silk, tasseled, filigreed, or even of materials
other than cloth such as plastics, metals, or the like and as desired for the application
and/or ascetic preferences. The ruffle 104 is joined to the sheet 102, for example,
along the length of the ruffle 104 at the sides 102b of the sheet (illustrated by Arrow
Z). The ruffle 104 is joined at its width (if desired or appropriate) at the extent of the
ruffle 104 around the sides 102b (illustrated by Arrows Y). The terms joined,
affixed, attached and the like used herein are intended to refer broadly to all varieties

of attachment and fixation schemes, mechanisms and options, including, without
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limitation, sewing, stitching, snaps, eye-hooks, zipper, Velcro™, glue and any and all
other means and combinations.

Referring to Fig. 2, a fitted ruffle 200 includes the ruffle 104 of Fig. 1 joined
to the fitted sheet 102 of Fig. 1, at a lower edge (in the orientation of Fig. 2) of the
sides 102c of the sheet 102. The fitted sheet 102, in the example of Fig. 2, includes
as a fitting mechanism for the sheet 102, elastic lengths 204 fixed along and at
corners of the underside rim 102c of the sheet 102. Of course, as previously
mentioned, this fitting mechanism can be any of a wide variety of possibilities,
alternatively or in addition to the elastic lengths 204; and the elastic lengths 204 are
intended as merely an example.

The ruffle 104 is joined to the fitted sheet 102 at a seam 206. This seam 206
affixes an edge of the length of the ruffle 104 to the fitted sheet 102 at a lower edge
(in the orientation of Fig. 2) of the sides 102¢ of the sheet 102. The seam 206
extends around the length of the sides 102c and the length of the ruffle 104 to join the
ruffle 104 and sheet 102. The seam 206 can be any joining, affixing, attaching or
other similar mode or combination. For example, the seam 206 can be one or more
thread stitches. In certain embodiments, for example, a seamstress can sew, via
threads and one or more series of stitching, different types of stitching, and
combinations of types of stitching, the ruffle 104 to the sheet 102 at the seam 206. A
series combination of three stitches to join the ruffle 104 to the sheet 102 at the seam
is effective for certain applications, for example, in a fitted bed ruffle.

The fitted ruffle 200 of Fig. 2 can be employed for covering and maintaining
position on a mattress, cushion or the like. A rectangular configuration for the fitted
ruffle 200 is desirable, for example, for use of the fitted ruffle 200 with a mattress
and box springs (not shown). Of course, numerous shapes and configurations other
than rectangular can also be desired and the concepts of the fitted ruffle 200 apply to
all such possibilities and should be understood as included in the embodiments and
descriptions herein.

Referring to Fig. 3, the fitted ruffle 200 of Fig. 2 is employed with an object
300, such as a rectangular cushion, for example, a mattress, box springs or the like.
In operation, the fitted ruffle 200 is located over the object 300 such that the top 102a
of the sheet 102 locates at a top 300a of the object 300. Sides 102b of the sheet 102
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of the ruffle 200 are positioned around sides 300b (or periphery) of the object 300.
The underside rim 102¢ of the sheet 102 of the fitted ruffle 200 is positioned
peripherally along the underside 300c of the object 300. In this manner, the fitted
sheet 200 of the fitted ruffle conforms and maintains location on the object 300. The
ruffle 104 of the fitted ruffle 200, extends at the seam 206 from the sides 102b of the
sheet 102 (and these sides 102b cover the object sides 300b). The ruffle 104 is left to
freely hang from the attachment at the seam 206, such that the width of the ruffle 104
is left visible if the object 300 is covered at its top 300a or sits atop something
adjacent the underside 300c. In a mattress and bed springs arrangement, for example,
the fitted ruffle 200 can be placed on the bed springs, such that the sheet 102 of the
fitted ruffle 200 conforms and is retained in place with the bed springs. Any mattress
placed on top of the bed springs, then, covers the top 102a of the sheet 102 covering
the object 300, but the ruffle 104 remains extended and uncovered so as to hang
down as is typical of a ruffle (for example, to cover underlying bed frame, spaces,
and the like). Alternatively, the fitted ruffle 200 can be placed on a mattress atop bed
springs or otherwise, and, in any event, the ruffle 104 can freely hang along the sides
(for example, to cover sides of underlying bed springs and under any bed frame or the
like).

Referring to Fig. 4, a cross-section of a corner area 400 of the fitted ruffle 200
includes the ruffle 104 joined to the fitted sheet 102. The fitted sheet 102 includes
the top 102a, the sides 102b, and the underside rim 102¢ portions. An edge of the
underside rim 102c¢ includes the elastic length 204 or other means for fitting the sheet
102 (as applicable). The fitted sheet is shown as though fitted in place on an object
(object not shown in Figure). The ruffle 104 is joined to the fitted sheet 102 at the
seam 206. The lengthwise edge of the ruffle 104 is fixed at the seam 206, and the
width portion of the ruffle 104 extends from the seam 206 (for example, as if hanging
freely from affixation at the seam 206). The seam 206 is formed as stitching of the
ruffle 104 to the sides 102b (shown in Figure) or in other joining or affixing manner,
as broadly described. In the embodiment of Fig. 4, the seam 206 is located at a lower
edge of the sides 102b of the sheet 102 and the lengthwise edge of the ruffle 104;
however, the seam 206 can, if desired or appropriate for the application, be located at

another location of the sides 102b or another location of the ruffle 104. In any such
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instance, the choice of location for and type of seam 206 is variable and subject to
wide possibility, alternatives, and discretion, although it is significant that the seam
206 permits the ruffle 104 to extend from joining with the sheet 102. (For example,
many alternatives are possible for location of the seam, including: seam can be
located at upper or mid point of sides 102b, seam can be located on underside rim
102¢ (although at least strip portions of the ruffle may then be located between the
covered object and any underlying surface), seam can be located on top 102a
(although at least strip portions of the ruffle will be atop covered object and/or
between top of covered object and surface abutting top of object), and otherwise or
combinations.)

Referring to Fig. 5, manufacture/construction 500 of the fitted ruffle 200 can
be better understood in the illustration of partial joining of the ruffle 104 to the sheet
102. In the construction 500, the ruffle 104 is sewn or otherwise affixed at the seam
206 to the side 102b of the fitted sheet 102. The joining is partially completed in Fig.
5, as portions of the sides 102b have not yet been joined to the ruffle 104. In
completing the construction 500, the ruffle 104 is continued to be joined via the seam
206 to the sides 102c until all sides 102c desired to be so joined are fully joined. As
previously mentioned, the ruffle 104 can extend any desired length in its joining to
the sheet 102. For example, three of the sides 102c, rather than all sides 102¢, could
be fixed with the ruffle 104, or otherwise.

Referring to Fig. 6, an alternative fitted ruffle 600 includes a seam 606
located at an upper edge of sides 602b of a fitted sheet 602. The fitted sheet 602
includes a top 602a, sides 602b, and a rim 602¢c. The ruffle 604 is joined to the upper
edge of sides 602b at the seam 606, thereby permitting the ruffle 604 to hang in a
manner to outwardly conceal the sides 602b of the sheet 602. The fitted ruffle 600 is
placed over an object 610, such as a mattress, box springs or other cushion or object.

Referring to Fig. 7, a cross-section of a corner area 700 of the fitted ruffle 600
includes the ruffle 604 joined to the fitted sheet 602 at an upper portion of the sides
620b. The fitted sheet 602 includes the top 602a, the sides 602b, and the rim 602¢c
portions. An edge of the underside rim 602¢ includes an elastic strip 614 or other
means for fitting the sheet 602 (as applicable). The ruffle 604 is joined to the fitted
sheet 602 at the seam 606. The lengthwise edge of the ruffle 604 is fixed at the seam
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606, and the width portion of the ruffle 104 extends from the seam 606. In the
embodiment of Fig. 7, the seam 606 is located at an upper portion of the sides 602b
of the sheet 602 and the lengthwise edge of the ruffle 104.

Referring to Fig. 8, another alternative fitted ruffle 800 does not include any
fitted sheet. Rather the ruffle 804 is formed with corner pockets 808 along an upper
edge of the ruffle 804. The pockets 808 conform to the shape of a corner 806 or other
portion of an object with which the fitted ruffle 800 is used. The pockets 808 can be
sewn or otherwise attached to or with the ruffle 804 at the corner 806 location along
the ruffle 804 length. The ruffle 804, itself, can be of an elastic material or can
incorporate an elastic material in an upper edge of the ruffle 804. However, if the
ruffle 804 and corners 806 are selectively located and proportioned to conform to the
object to be covered, such elasticity may not be required. The fitted ruffle 800 is
maintained in place on the object by locating the object corners in the pockets 806.

Referring to Fig. 9, another alternative fitted ruffle 900 includes a ruffle 904
joined at a seam 906 to a fitted sheet 902. The fitted sheet 902 has a top bottom
902a, sides 902b, and an upper rim 902¢. In the fitted ruffle 900, the fitted sheet 902
is basically an upside down fitted sheet (as employed in the previous descriptions).
The fitted sheet covers an object 910, such as a mattress, box springs, cushion or
other, at an underside of the object 910. The bottom 902a of the sheet 902 covers the
underside of the object 910. The sides 902b wrap sides of the object 910, and the
upper rim 902¢ fits along an upper side of the object 910. The ruffle 904 is fixed to
the fitted sheet 902 at the seam 906 at a location along the sides 902b.

Referring to Fig. lO,fa fitted ruffle cover 1100 includes an upper sheet portion
1102a and an under rim portion 1102c. The upper sheet portion 1102a is sized to
cover a top or upper side of an object (not shown). The rim portion 1102¢ is
connected to the upper sheet portion 1102a at a seam 1106. The upper sheet portion
1102a and the rim portion 1102¢ can be separate and joined pieces, or they can,
depending on the materials and construction, be formed as a unitary piece. At the
seam 1106, a ruffle 1104 is attached to the upper sheet portion 1102a and the rim
portion 1102¢c where they join. The rim portion 1102¢ can include along the

peripheral edge thereof an elastic or other clinching feature.
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In operation, the fitted ruffle cover 1100 is place atop an object with the upper
sheet portion 1102a cover the top of the object. The rim portion 1102c is tucked
around and under the top of the object. The ruffle 1104 hangs from the seam 1106.
The fitted ruffle cover 1100 can be employed in a wide variety of applications,
including, for example, coffee table cover, bar stool cover, chair seat cover, or other
use where a ruffle is desired.

Referring to Fig. 12, another fitted ruffle 1200 does not include an upper sheet
portion, but instead includes a fitted sides strip 1202. The fitted sides strip 1202 may
itself be elastic or include elastic elements. Alternatively, the strip 1202 can include
another fixing mechanism for retaining the strip 1202 with an object, such as a table,
mattress, cushion, box springs, or other. An example fixing mechanism includes a
cord 1212 embedded or attached to the strip 1202. The cord 1212 can be pulled and
tied to secure the strip 1202 as desired. A ruffle 1204 is joined to the strip 1212.

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been described with reference
to specific embodiments. However, one of ordinary skill in the art appreciates that
various modifications and changes can be made without departing from the scope of
the present invention as set forth in the claims below. Accordingly, the specification
and figures are to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense, and all
such modifications are intended to be included within the scope of the present
invention.

Benefits, other advantages, and solutions to problems have been described
above with regard to specific embodiments. However, the benefits, advantages,
solutions to problems and any element(s) that may cause any benefit, advantage, or
solution to occur or become more pronounced are not to be construed as a critical,
required, or essential feature or element of any or all the claims. As used herein, the
terms "comprises, "comprising," or any other variation thereof, are intended to cover
a non-exclusive inclusion, such that a process, method, article, or apparatus that
comprises a list of elements does not include only those elements but may include
other elements not expressly listed or inherent to such process, method, article, or

apparatus.
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Claims

What is Claimed is:

1. A system, comprising:
a fitted sheet; and
a ruffle attached to the fitted sheet.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the fitted sheet includes a top of
desired dimensions and sides for generally conforming to those dimensions, and

wherein the ruffle is attached to the sides.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the fitted sheet also includes a rim

portion extending from the sides for generally conforming to the dimensions.

4. The system of claim 3, further comprising an object, wherein the top
has dimensions of the object and the sides generally conform to and wrap the object

to retain the top and sides in relational position to the object.

S. The system of claim 4, further comprising a rim of the fitted sheet
connected to the sides, wherein the rim retains the sheet with the object via an

elasticity.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the rim retains the sheet with the

object via a tension.

7. A system for covering and providing an edge ruffle to an object having
corners, comprising:
a top of dimensions for covering the object;
a side connected to the top for wrapping the object;
a retainer for maintaining the top and the side in relational position
with the object; and

a ruffle connected to the side.

10
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8. A system, comprising:
a cover;
a retainer connected to the cover; and

a ruffle connected to the cover.

9. A system, comprising:
a fitted cover; and

a ruffle connected to the fitted cover.

10. A method of decorating to supply a ruffle to a furniture, comprising
the steps of:
attaching a ruffle to a fitted sheet; and
placing the fitted sheet on the furniture, wherein the ruffle locates

along edges of a surface of the furniture.

11
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FIG. 1

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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FIG. 3
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SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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FIG. 6

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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FIG. 9

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)



WO 2007/011914 PCT/US2006/027785

6/6

FIG. 11

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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