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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN H. APPLEGATE, 

of Malden, county of Middlesex, State of Mas 
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sachusetts, have invented an Improvement in 
Lasting Boots and Shoes, of which the follow 
ing description, in connection with the accom 
panying drawings, is a specification. 
My invention relates to lasting boots and 

shoes; and it has for its object to enable the 
edges of the upper to be evenly gathered or 
shirred around the curved portions of the last 
placed therein; and it consists in providing the 
upper at its edge to be drawn over the insole 
or last With a pocket or channel to receive a 
cord or wire, which, when placed therein, is 
drawn up tightly and tied together or other 
Wise fastened at its ends, it having, in the pro 
cess of drawing up, evenly gathered or shirred 
the edges of the upper overlapping the last. 
The pocket or channel for receiving the said 
lasting-cord is preferably made of a strip of 
cloth cut bias or diagonally across the warp and 
weft, it being folded over the lasting-cord and 
then stitched to the edge of the upper. The 
said pocket may, however, be made in the lin 
ing of the upper by turning a portion of the 
said lining back and Stitching it to the upper 
along the edges thereof; or a double line of 
stitching may be made, connecting the edges 
of the upper and lining to thus form a pocket; 
or the upper and lining may be connected at 
their edges by a single line of stitching, be. 
hind which the lasting-cord is placed between 
the said upper and lining; or the upper itself 
may be turned back and its edges stitched or 
otherwise united to form a pocket or channel 
for the reception of the said cord. 

Figure1 is an under side view of a shoe lasted 
in accordance with my invention; Fig. 2, a 
transverse section thereof on line a ac, Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a plan view of a strip employed to form 
the pocket or channel and the cord laid therein, 
ready to be stitched upon the upper; and Figs, 
4, 5, 6, details, showing various ways of form 
ing the pocket or channel for the lasting-cord. 
The upper a, of any usual form, is shown as 

provided with a pocket or channel, b, along its 
edge, that is to be drawn over the usualinsole, c, 
upon the bottom of the last. A lasting-cord, 
d, preferably run through or laid in the said 
pocket or channel b before placing it on the 
last, is drawn tightly and fastened together or 
otherwise secured at its ends, thus gathering in 

the edges of the upper over the curved portions 
23 of the last, near its heel and toe, after 
which the side portions of the upper, along the 
instep, which do not need any gathering, may 
be dra Will Over the last and fastened to the in 
sole in the usual manner; or, as herein shown, 
additional lasting-cords, d' d', of any desired 
number, may be employed to draw the said 
edges toward one another over upon the inside 
or bottom of the last, and then tied or fast 
ened at their ends to retain the said edges in 
position. 
The pocket b is preferably made of a strip of 

cloth, as shown in Fig. 3, cut diagonally to the 
threads and folded over the cord d, as shown 
at 4, after which the folded edges are united 
to the edge of the upper by stitching. The 
pocket b may, however, be made in the edge 
of the lininge turned back at its edge, as shown 
at the left-hand edge of the upper in Fig.2, and 
stitched to the edge of the upper ct, which is 
consequently drawn and gathered by the ac 
tion of the cord d in the said pocket. 

In Fig. 4 the lining e is connected to the up 
per a by two parallel lines of stitching, 5 and 6, 
forming a channel, within which the lasting 
Cord d is inserted. 

In Fig. 5 a single line of stitching, 7, is em 
ployed to connect the coinciding edges of the 
upper and its lining, the cord being inserted 
between the said upper and lining behind the 
said line of stitches, while in Fig. 6 the upper 
at is turned back at its edge, which is connected 
with the part of the upper upon which it lies 
by a line of stitching, S, thus forming the pocket 
l, for the insertion of the lasting-cord. 

I claim 
A boot or shoe upper provided with a pocket 
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or channel for the reception of a lasting cord 
or wire or thong, combined with a cord, wire, 
or thong placed therein, and adapted, when 
strained or drawn up at its ends, to draw the 
said upper over the last and cause it to conform 
to the curved portions thereof, substantially as 
described. In testimony whereofI have signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two 
subscribing Witnesses. 

JOHN H. APPLEGATE, 
Witnesses: 

JOS. P. LIVERMORE, 
BERNICE. J. NOYES, 
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