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1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.: .
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extent that no meaningfu! international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.: :

because they are dependent claims and are not dréﬂed in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims. )
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3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
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restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest - D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicéble, the
: payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of: N i
-—- Box No. lil - Observations where unity of invention is lacking ----

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept un_der PCT Rule 13.1. in order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group I: Claims 1-16 drawn to a ring having an interchangeable setting system comprising: a plurality of independent ring portions each
comprising at least a passage through which a wearer’s finger may be inserted, the independent ring portions being rotatably.
interconnected such that the passages of the independent ring portions may be rotated into and out of alignment; an anchor mechanism
for securing an ornamental element to said ring comprising a plurality of armatures, wherein at least one armature is disposed on each -
of said independent ring portions; and wherein the plurality of armatures are configured such that where the passages of each of the
plurality of independent ring portions are rotated into alignment the anchor mechanism secures the ornamental element to said ring, and
where the passages of each of the plurality of independent nng portions are rotated out of alignment the anchor mechanism releases the
ornamental element such that it may be removed from the ring.

Group |l: Claim 17-20 drawn to a ring having an interchangeable setting system comprising: a plurality of independent ring portions
each comprising at least a passage through which a wearer's finger may be inserted, the independent ring portions being rotatably
interconnected such that the passages of the independent ring portions may be rotated into and out of alignment; a removable
ornamental element having a interlocking portion disposed thereon; an anchor mechanism for securing the ornamental element to said
ring comprising a slot configured to cooperatively engage the interlocking portion of the ornamental element, the slot having a slot
opening formed in at least one of said independent ring portions and a slot closure formed in at least another of said independent ring
portions; and wherein the slot and closure are configured such that where the passages of each of the plurality of independent ring
portions are rotated into alignment the closure closes said slot opening securing the interlocking portion of the ornamental element within
the slot, and where the passages of each of the plurality of independent ring portions are rotated out of alignment the siot opening is
exposed such that the interlocking portion of the ornamental element may be removed from the slot.

Note: No claims are generic.

The invention listed as groups | and |l do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

Group | requires the special techanical features of an anchor mechanism for securing an ornamental element to said ring comprising a
plurality of armatures, wherein at least one armature is disposed on each of said independent ring portions; and wherein the plurality of
armatures are configured such that where the passages of each of the plurality of independent ring portions are rotated into alignment
the anchor mechanism secures the ornamental element to said ring, and where the passages of each of the plurality of independent ring
portions are rotated out of alignment the anchor mechanism releases the omamental element such.that it may be removed from the ring,
not required by group Il

Group |l requires the special techanical features of a removable ornamental element having a interlocking portion disposed thereon; an
anchor mechanism for securing the ornamental element to said ring comprising a siot configured to cooperatively engage the
interlocking portion of the ornamental element, the slot having a slot opening formed in at least one of said independent ring portions
and a slot closure formed in at least another of said independent ring portions; and wherein the slot and closure are configured such that
where the passages of each of the plurality of independent ring portions are rotated into alignment the closure closes said slot opening
securing the interlocking portion of the ornamental element within the slot, and where the passages of each of the plurality of '
independent ring portions are rotated -out of alignment the slot openlng is exposed such that the mterlockmg portion of the ornamental
element may be removed from the slot, not required by group I.

The only features shared by groups I and Il that would otherwise unify the groups, are a plurality of independent ring portions each
comprising at least a passage through which a wearer's finger may be inserted, the independent ring portions being rotatably
interconnected such that the passages of the independent ring portions may be rotated into and out of alignment, and an anchor
mechanism for securing the ornamental element to said ring. However this technical feature does not represent a contribution over prior
art, because the shared technical feature is anticipated by US 6,318,122 B1 to Burgard (hereinafter '‘Burgard').

Burgard teaches an interchangeable ornament jewelry display (Title) comprising a plurality of independent ring portions each comprising
at least a passage through which a wearer's finger may be inserted (first and second ring section 12 and 14, Figs. 3-8), the independent
ring portions being rotatably interconnected such that the passages of the independent ring portions may be rotated into and out of
alignment (see Figs. 3, 5, and 6), and an anchor mechanism for securing the ornamental element to said ring (ornament 74, Fig 1, held
on by anchor mechanism in the form of spindle 18 and retainer arms 20, 22, Figs 1-8).

As the common technical features were known in the art at the time of the invention, this cannot be considered a common technical’
feature that would otherwise unify the groups.

Therefore, Groups | and Il lack unity under PCT Rule 13.
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