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1 Claim. (C1.2-195). 
1. 

This invention relates to caps for Women and 
is directed to the provision of bathing and similar 
caps of a distinctive and improved form elimi 
nating a deficiency of such caps as heretofore 
made. With those prior forms of caps, the Op 
erations of applying and removing the cap are ac 
companied by a derangement of the hair which 
is decidedly objectionable, so much so that it is 
of frequent occurrence that Women do not go 
into the water when they would like to because 
this derangement causes an amount of inconven 
ience and annoyance for which the desired bath 
is insufficient recompense. . . . 

A common form of cap for women as hereto 
fore made is one which includes a close-fitting 
cap part which comes down Snugly over the 
head, so snugly that it may appropriately be 
termed a “skull' cap. This may be formed of an 
elastic material or be provided with elastic ma 
terial at its edge and this elastic material is 
stretched in the operations of putting on the cap 
and removing the cap, and, when the cap is in 
place, the contraction of the elastic causes the 
edge of the cap to press upon the surface of the 
head enough to exclude water. Such a cap is sat 
isfactory insofar as concerns the exclusion of 
Water, but the operations of applying it and re 
moving it, and the pressure applied to the hair 
While it is being worn, any one or all of these, 
result in deranging the hair to a disagreeable 
and regirettable extent. 
Another type of Women's cap available on the 

market and described in the literature is one 
which is not of the “skull' cap variety, but in 
stead extends loosely over the head and is of a 
Soft flexible material and is provided with an 
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elastic extending part or all the way around the 
opening. Such a cap may be applied or removed 
only by stretching this elastic which is depended 
upon to hold the edge of the cap close to the 
face and neck to exclude water. In applying or 
removing a cap of this type, derangement of the 
hair occurs almost invariably to a greater or less 
extent, the extent of the derangement depending 
upon the care With which this elastic is stretched 
and held extended over a considerable part of its 
length throughout the operation of applying or 
removing the Cap. 
My improved bathing cap is distinctive in that 

the cap or hood portion is of a Soft pliable ma 
terial and is of ample size to be applied and re 
moved without mussing the hair. This hood or 
cap portion is applied or removed without any 
stretching of any part of its structure and means 
are provided whereby, when the operation of ap 
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completed without deranging the hair to any ap 
preciable extent, then something else is done to 
effect the necessary tightening around the face to 
accomplish the exclusion of Water. 
The cap is made of a thin, limp, flexible nate 

rial, which may be a stretchable material, in 
whole or in part, such as latex. The cap is of a 
size suitable for covering the head to the extent 
usual in women's bathing caps, and it is distinc 
tive in that a slit is provided from the edge of 
the opening of the cap up to a point near the 
peak of the cap and the edges of this slit are pro 
vided With detachable fastening means, such as 
a zipper including a slider of the usual type. The 
elements of the Zipper may be of metal or they 
may be of plastic, preferably the latter. Also, a 
flap of fabric is provided in position to underlie 
the slit so that when the slider is drawn down 
to close the slit, this flap will insure that the 
slider will not catch upon the hair. 
The slit referred to may be and preferably is 

at One side of the cap, extending from the peak 
down to the opening at the botton, preferably 
at a point near the chin of the wearer. 
A cap inade in this na3; her inay be opened by 

moving the slider to the top of the zipper and in 
that open condition it may be applied to the head 
readily and Without deranging the hair at all. 
With the cap so applied and after noting that the 
flap is in proper position, the zipper is drawn 
down from a high point on the cap to the lower 
edge, thereby drawing the sides of the slit to 
gether, with the result that when the sider has 
reached the bottom of the Zipper all parts of the 
cap are in proper positions. The cap may then 
be fastened under the chin of the wearer by 
Securing means So positioned as to insure that 
the edge of the opening in the cap will lie snugly 
against the base of the head and the sides of the 
face and forehead with adequate pressure to in 
Sure the exclusion of Water. 
I have illustrated an embodiment of my inven 

tion in the accompanying drawing in which Fig. 1 
is a perSpective view of one of the forms in which 
the invention may be embodied; Fig. 2 is a per 
Spective view showing the parts of the cap spread 
out as they may be when the slider of the zipper 
is at the top; Fig. 3 is a detail view of the zipper; 
and Figs. 4 and 5 are perspective views showing 
the cap applied to the wearer, Fig. 4 showing the 
cap open as it is when the slider is at the top, 
and Fig. 5 showing the cap closed with the slider 
of the zipper at the bottom. 
The cap as shown in Fig. 1 has a hood portion 
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5 of a flexible limp material which may be a fab 
ric, or it may be sheet rubber, or part fabric and 
part rubber. The hood portion has downwardly 
and forwardly-extending portions 6 and 6' which, 
when the cap is on a wearer's head, lie at the 
sides of the wearer's face below the level of the 
ears. A slit or opening extends from the bottom 
forward edge of the portion S to a point near the 
top of the hood portion, and the stringer elements 

of a slide fastener are attached to the edges 
of this slit. In Fig. 2 the slider 6 of the slide fas 
tener is shown at the top and the parts at op 
posite sides of this opening are turned back. The 
flap 8 is secured to the inner side of the sheetma 
terial of the cap, extending lengthwise of the slit, 
so that when the two edges are drawn together, 
this fiap will underlie the slide fastener and 
serve as a guard to prevent the slider from catch 
ing on the hair as it is moved down the length 
of the zipper. 

Fig. 4 shows the cap as initially applied to the 
head. The operation of so applying it does not 
cause any derangement or the hair because the 
cap is applied when the slider of the slide fastener 
is at the top, and the hood portion is, in effect, 
so enlarged that the cap can be readily applied. 
In this position, the slider is drawn down all the 
way, bringing the edges of the slit together and 
drawing the cap up to its final position in which 
it is shown in Fig. 5. In this position, the cor 
ners at opposite sides of the base are fastened to 
gether by suitable means, here shown as a chin 
strap 9 fastened at one of its ends at one side of 
the cap and adapted to be passed around under 
the chin and fastened to the other side of the 
cap by a snap fastener or other suitable neans 
adjacent, the lower end of the slit. 
By providing the downwardly and forwardly 

extending portions to lie at the sides of the face 
below the level of the ears, and having the slit 
extend from the bottom forward edge of the por 
tion 6, and having the chin strap connect to the 
portion 5 adjacent the lower end of the slit, the 
edges of the hood portion not only are pulled tight 
against the wearer's neck, face and forehead to 
effect a sea, but there is no force exerted at the 
bottom of the slit in a forward direction and in 
opposition to the force exerted by the lower edge 
of the hood portion which passes around the back 
of the wearer's neck, such as would tend to pull 
the side fastener open. Also, the direction of 
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4. 
the force exerted by the chin strap, when the 
cap is on a wearer's head and the edges defining 
the slit are pulled together, is Substantially in 
alignment with the slit so that it tends to lessen 
the effectiveness of any forces which may be ex 
erted by the lower edge of the hood portion which 
night tend to pull the slide fastener. 

I claim: 
A cap having a hood portion made of limp, 

flexible materia having downwardly and for 
Wardly-extending portions which, when the cap 
is being Worn, lie at the sides of the Wearer's face, 
forward of the ears, said hood portion also hav 
ing a slit therein extending from a point near the 
top of the cap down to its periphery at a point 
adjacent the lower forward edge of Said forward 
y-extending portions, the material at the sides 
of the sit being provided With Stringer elements 
Of a slide fastener, a slider cooperating with Said 
stringer elements which may be moved from the 
top down to the bottom of the sit to draw the na 
teria at the sides of the sit together to cause the 
cap to enclose the head, a flap of flexible material 
Secured to the inner side of the hood portion ad 
jacent one edge of the slit and in a position to 
overlie the slide fastener when the edges defining 
the Sit are drawn together, and a chin Strap for 
pulling the forwardly-extending portions down 
wardly and towards one another to hoid the cap 
on a wearer's head and to hold the edges thereof 
tightly against portions of the wearer's head to 
effect a seal at the edges of the cap, one end of 
said chain strap, When the cap is being Worri, ex 
tending from a point adjacent the lower end of 
the sit, whereby the direction of the force ex 
erted by the chin strap when the edges defining 
the slit are pulled together is substantially in 
alignment With the slit So that the effectiveness 
of any forces exerted by the lower edge of the 
hood portion which ted to open the slide fas 
tener is lessened. 

DOROTHY DEAREURON. 
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