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1 Claim.

1

This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements and structural refinements in illumi-
nated cases, and the principal object of the in-
vention is to provide a device of the character
herein described, such as may be conveniently
and effectively employed for the storage of jewels,
cigarettes, and the like.

Generally speaking, the invention assumes the
form of a receptacle provided with & storage com-
partment, the latter in turn, being equipped with
a hingedly connected lid. A convenient source
of light is provided for illuminating the storage
compartment and the receptacle is also formed
with a further compartment, containing hatteries
and a switch for controlling the source of light.
When. the lid is closed, the switch is normally
open, and the opening of the lid closes the switch
and energizes the source of light.

A further object of the invention is to provide

a device which, by virtue of the construction above u

outlined, is entirely self-contained and there-
fore, is independent of the lighting circuit in
homes, offices, or the like, where the invention
may be used.

Another object of the invention is to ‘provide :

an illuminated case which is simple in construc-
tion, neat-and pleasing in appearance, and which
cannot easily become damaged. '

An additional object of the invention is to pro-
vide an illuminated case in which the storage
compartment is readily accessible and in which
the batteries may be easily and conveniently re-
placed.

A still further object of the invention is to. pro-
vide an illuminated case which will readily lend
itself to economical manufacture.

With the above more important objects in
view, and such other objects as may become ap-
parent as this specification proceeds, the inven-
tion consists essentially of the arrangement and
construction of parts as illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the invention.

Figure 2 is a top plan view thereof, partially
broken away to reveal its construction.

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view, taken in the
plane of the line 3—3 in Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a perspective view, illustrating a
modified embodiment of the invention.

Figure 5 is a side elevation of the subject shown
in Figure 4, illustrating the same partially broken
away to reveal its construction.

Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view, taken in the
plane of the line 6—86 in Figure 5, and

Figure 7 is a fragmentary cross-sectional de-
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tail, illustrating the hinged connection of the lid
to the receptacle.

Like characters of reference are used to desig-
nate like parts in-the specification and through-
out the several views.

Referring - now to the accompanying drawings
in detail, more particularly, to the Figures 1,2, 3
and 7 thereof, the invention embodies. in its con-
struction, a box-like receptacle desighated gener-
ally by the reference character- {0, the same being
provided with' a vertically extending partition 1,
which separates the interior of the receptacle into
a relatively large storage compartment {2 and a
relatively small mechanical compartmert 13.

It will be noted that the compartment 2 is
open at the top.thereof and the compartment 13
is open at the bottom thereof, the receptacle {0
in effect, consisting of the side walls 14, the top
wall 15 and the bottom 16, as will be clearly ap-
parent from: the accompanying drawings.

A 1lid 171 is provided on the open top of the
storage compartment 12, this: lid being hingedly
connected to the receptacle by means of suitable
pins 18, extending into the adjacent walls {4
and . I5, as is best. shown in Figures 2.and 7. One
edge of the lid {7 is also formed with a recess. 8,
to. facilitate the opening of the lid.

‘A plurality of suitable resilient clamps 21 are
provided in the mechanical compartment {3,
these clamps being adapted to replaceably re-
ceive a dry battery or a plurality of dry bat-
teries 22. The compartment: #3 also: contains a
switch designated generally by the reference char-
acter 23, this being hereinafter more fully de-
scribed.. .

A tubular, upright standard. 24 is. pressed at
the lower end thereof into an aperture 25, pro-
vided in the top plate 15, the upper end of this
standard being internally threaded as at 26, to
provide a socket for an incandescent lamp 27.
This lamp is configurated substantially as shown,
and is adapted to support a suitable lamp shade
28.

The aforementioned switch assembly 23 in-
cludes a resilient arm 29, which extends into a
suitable recess 30 provided in the partition {1
and normally engages the underside of the lid 11.
The switeh is in circuit with the batteries 22 and
the lamp 27 by means of the conductors 31, and
it should be understood that while the lid {7 is
closed, the switch 23 is open and the lamp 21
is not energized.

When the lid 17 is opened, the strip 29 is released
and springs upwardly by virtue of the inherent

5 resiliency thereof, so that it contacts a terminal




3
screw 32, positioned in the underside of the top
wall 15. The terminal screw 32 is in circuit with
one of the conductors 31, and it will be apparent
that in this manner, the lamp 271 will instantly
become energized as soon as the lid IT is dis-
engaged from the strip 29.

The compartment {2 may, of course, be con-
veniently employed for the storage of jewels,
cigarettes or the like, and it will be noted that the
batteries 22 are readily accessible for replacement
purposes through the open bottom of the compart-
ment 3.

10

Referring now to the modified embodiment -:

of the invention illustrated in the accompanying
Figures 4, 5 and 6, the receptacle shown herein is
designated generally by the reference’ character

33, and is similar in constructlon to the afore-

mentioned receptacle 10.

For reference purposes, it may be stated that
the receptacle 33 includes the partition 34 sepa-
rating the storage compartment 35 from  the
mechanical compartment 36, the compartment 35
being provided with the hinged lip 37.. The bat-
teries 38 are mounted in suitable clamps 39 pro-
vided in the compartment 36, and the latter com-
partment also contains the switch assembly 40.
The switch 40 includes the resilient arm 41i, this
extending into a recess: 42 provided in the parti-
tion 34, and engaging the underside of the lid 37.

The source of light for illuminating the com-
partment 35 consists of an incandescent lamp 43,
this being positioned in a suitable opening. 44
formed centrally in the partition :34 and being
mounted in a suitable socket 45.. It will be noted
that this socket is supported by a bracket 46 at-
tached to the partition 34, 1nter1or1y of the com-
partment 36.

The actuation of the lamp 43 by opening and
closing of the lid 37 .is similar to that already
described in connection with the lamp-27 and the
lid 1. . It is believed that the. function of the
batteries 38 and the switch assembly 40 will be
clearly understood from the accompanying draw-
ings in view of the foregoing description, so that
further explanation thereof at this poing is unnec-
essary.: .

It should be noted however, that thle the
compartment 12 is illuminated from the outside,
so to speak, the compartment 35 is illuminated
interiorly, with partlcularly novel and pleasm'ir
effects.

If desired, the walls deﬁnmg the compartment
35, including the partition 34-and the 1id-37, may
be constructed from transparent or:translucent
material, so that the light rays emanating from
the lamp 43 may be refracted and propagated
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through the medium of said walls, to produce an
effect of luminescence. This propagation of the
light rays is generally indicated in the accom-
panying Figure 4 by the arrows 47,

While in the foregoing there has been shown
and described the preferred embodiment of this
invention it is to be understood that minor
changes in the details of construction, combina-
tion and arrangement of parts may be resorted
to without departing from the spmt and ‘scope of
the invention as claimed: -

What I claim as my mvention is:

An illuminated case comprising an elongated
substantially rectangular receptacle open at the
top and bottom, a transverse partition carried by

. -the receptacle and dividing the same into a stor-

age compartment and a mechanical compartment,
an upper wall carried by the upper edges of said
recéptacle at one end for said mechanical com-
partment, a hinged closure for the upper end of
said storage compartment an illuminating mem-
ber, a battery mounted in said mechanical’ com-
partment and including a terminal, means con-
necting the terminal of said battery to said ilfami=
nating member, a grounding plate carried by said
upper wall, a resilient contact finger connected to
said illuminating member and including an angu-
lated free end portion, said partition having a re-
cess receiving the angulated end portion of said
contact finger, the angulated end. portion of said
contact finger engaging said hinged closure dur-
ing the closing movement  thereof to urge the
contact finger in spaced relation to $aid grounding
plate, said contact finger bearlng against said
grounding plate durmg openmg of sald hmged
closure.
SANTO J. CANNAVA
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