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To all whom it may concern’

" Be it known that I, Exwoop B. Ayes,
a citizen of the United States, residing in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented

5 certain Improvements in Apparatus for

Drying Clay Bodies, of which the follow-
ing is a specification. .

y invention relates to certain improve-
ments in apparatus for drying clay bodies,

10 particularly those of a delicate nature prior-

to their insertion in a kiln.

The object of the invention is to provide
means for protecting the clay article as it is
being dried and to 1mprove its quality and

.15 to prevent, to a certain extent, discoloration,
cracking and warping. '

These objects I attain in the following
manner, reference being had to the -accom-
panying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a sectional view of a tray of a
drying. machine, illustrating my 1lmprove-
ment; G

Fig.
used in connection with the tray to enclose
25 the article to be dried;
Tig. 8 is a sectional
smodification; and - - :
Fig. 4 is a perspective view illustrating
a cover arranged to enclose a number of
30 articles. , '
' My invention is based on the application
for patent filed by Joseph L. Buckley on
" the twenty-sixth day of May, 1920, under
Serial No. 384,427. '
The primary object of my invention is to
substitute a cloth, or felt, covering for the
cover section of plaster Paris, or equivalent
described in the above application.
. The invention can be used with any of
40 the ordinary trays; or it can be used in con-
nection with a drying apparatus im which
the trays are carried by an endless con-
veyer. .~ ‘ :
eferring to the drawings, 1 is & tray, in
45 the present instance, having side members 2
suspended from a pivot pin 3 of a conveyer,
nob shown. The tray is preferably perfo-
rated, as illustrated in Fig. 1, and mounted
on the tray is a plaster Parismold 4 on which
50 the clay article has been formed, as shown
in Fig, 1, the clay article, in the present in-

© 20

view illustrating a

35

9 i§ a perspective view of the cover

ing clay

stance, being a plate. 6 ig’a ring made
of sheet metal, in the present instance, and
having a series of perforations 7 mear its
edge. This is preferably of such a size 8s
to have a comparatively neat fit around the
mold 4. In some cases, packing may be
provided -between the mold and the sheet
metal ring. Secured to the upper surface
of the ring is a cover 8 of cloth, which is
fastened to the ring by a wire band 9, the

_sheet metal ring preferably being recessed -

at the upper edge to receive this band.

In Fig. 8, I have illustrated a modifica-
tion in which heavy felt 8 is used instead
of the cloth of Fig. 1. The ring 6" is made

with a flange 10 and the felt is clamped to

this flange by an angle iron 11 riveted to
the main ring 6%, as shown. .

In Fig. 1. the casing consists of the ring,
and the cloth section i designed to cover
a single article, but the casing may be made
as shown in Fig. 4, to cover a number of
articles, if found desirable. A rectangular
frame 6 of metal, or other suitable material,
is provided and the cloth, or felt, cover is
stretched over this. frame and is setured
thereto in any suitable manner.

T find that when the article and the mold
on which the article is formed are placed
on a tray without any covering means, the
article is liable to erack and warp and to dis-
color. Furthermore, dirt is apt to setile
on the damp article. By the use of the
cloth eovering, I prevent dirt seitling on the
article and also prevent to a certath extent,
the cracking and warping of the article, the
result being that & better article is pro-
duced than where it is not enclosed.

Where felt is used, or a heavy cloth, it

“has a tendency to draw moisture away frem

the upper surface of the damp article and
the plaster Paris mold draws the dampness
from the under side of the article. The
heated air in circulation carries the moisture
from the exposed surfaces of the mold and
the cloth.

T claim:

1. The combinasion in spparatus for dry-
hodies, of a tray for holding a
mold and the body, which is formed there-
on; agzg s cesing mounted on the tray and
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