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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
SAMUEL SODA, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR, BY DIRECT AND 

MESNE ASSIGNMENTS, TO HIMSELF AND ALFRED HUTTER, CO 
PARTNERS IN BUSINESS AS INDISPENSABLE COUNTER COMPANY., 
OF NEW YORK, N. Y., A FIRM. 

FOLDABLE COUNTER 

So. 840,719. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 8, 1907. 
Application filed August 13, 1906, Serial No. 330,310. 

To all, whom it invay concern. 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL SODA, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at New York 
city, Manhattan borough, county and State 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvementsin. Foldable Counters, of 
which the following is a clear, full, and exact 
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description. . . r 

This invention relates to counters or tables 
such as are used for displaying goods, the 
object being to produce a counter or table 
of simple and inexpensive construction 
which can be folded and stored away, if de 
sirable, in Small compass. 
To these and other ends, which will herein 

after appear, my invention comprises the 
novel features of improvement and combina 
tion and arrangement of parts which I will 
now proceed to describe and finally claim, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part of this specification, 
wherein- - 

Figure 1 illustrates a perspective view of a 
table or counter embodying my improve 
ments. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal central sec 
tion thereof, the legs being broken away. 
Fig. 3 is alongitudinal central section thereof 
when folded; and Fig. 4 is a cross-section 
thereof, the section being taken on the line 
a, a in Fig. 3. 

Like numerals of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in the several views. 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1 
indicates the top or upper shelf of y im 
proved counter, while 2 indicates the lower 
shelf, (see Fig. 2,) said shelf 2 having beveled 
side edges 2, Fig. 4. To the upper shelf 1. 
is hinged or otherwise pivotally attached the 
legs or end frames 34, said legs or frames 
being provided with hinges 45, respectively, 
said hinges being also attached to the upper 
shelf 1, as shown in Fig. 2. Each side of the 
upper shelf 1 is provided with a pivotally 
mounted rack-board 6, said rack-board being 
preferably hinged to said E. shelf, as at 7, 
8, and 9, Fig. 2, the said rack-boards having 
beveled top edges 6 to correspond to the 
beveled edges of the shelf 2. The said end 
frames 3 and 4 are provided with cross 
braces 10 and 11, respectively, which are in 
turn provided with recesses 12, 13, and 14, 
adapted to receive the ends of the members 

or slats 15, 16, and 17, which comprise the 
lower shelf 2. Suitable braces 18 and 19 are 
employed to hold the said members 15, 16, 
and 17 together. The top shelf 1 and the 
lower shelf 2 are provided with openings 20 
21 and 22 23, respectively, through which 
the lockingpins 24, 25 in the end frames 3 
and 4 are adapted to pass. In this instance 
the locking-pins are carried by the cross 
braces 10 and 11 and are pivotally mounted 
therein, so that they can be turned after 
having been inserted through the aforesaid 
openings 2021 and 22 23. 
When the counter is folded, as shown in 

Figs. 3 and 4, the lower shelf 2 will rest flat 
upon the upper shelf 1, as will also the rack 
board 6. The end frames 3 and 4 will befolded 
up and contact the under side of the upper 
shelf 1. The locking-pins 24 and 25 will now 
have passed through the said openings 2021 
and 22 23 and after having passed there 
through are turned so that the horns 26 
thereof will lie over the lower shelf 2, as 
shown in Fig. 4, so as to retain the same against premature displacement. 
To use or set up the counter or table, the 

pins 24 and 25 are turned so as to allow the 
lower shelf 2 to be lifted off, the end frames 
being then swung outwardly and the ends of 
the members 15, 16, and 17 of shelf 2 placed 
in the recesses 12, 13, and 14, as shown in Fig. 
2, which will act to keep said end frames 
apart to maintain the structure in rigid up right position. 
The beveled edges 2 of the shelf 2 and the 

beveled edges 6 of the rack-boards 6 act to 
retain the rack-boards 6 when the table or 
counter is closed. As said beveled edges 2 
of the shelf 2 overlap the beveled edges 6 of 
the rack-boards 6 the said rack-boards are prevented from opening prematurely. 

Having now described my invention, what 
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. A foldable counter or table, comprising 
a top shelf, foldable end members RES 
thereto, a detachable lower shelf having bev 
eled side edges carried by said end members, 
said top shelf being provided with foldable 
rack-boards at the sides thereof, said rack 
boards having beveled top edges, the beveled 
edges of said detachable E. being adapted 
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to overlap the beveled edges of said rack 
boards when said table is folded, and a lock 
ing device to secure said detachable shelf to 
the top shelf of said counter or table when 
said counter or table is folded. 

-2. A foldable counter or table comprising 
a top shelf having a plurality of openings 
therein, foldable rack-boards pivotally con 
nected to said top shelf, end members pivot 
ally attached to said top shelf, a lower shelf 
detachably secured to said end members pro 
vided with a plurality of openings adapted to 
aline with the openings in said top shelf, a 
locking device carried by said end members 
adapted to pass through the openings in said 
top shelf and said lower shelf, and lock same 
when said table is folded and said openings 
are in alinement. 

3. A foldable counter or table, comprising 
a top shelf having a plurality of openings 
therein, foldable rack-boards, having bev 
eled top edges, pivotally attached to said top 
shelf, foldable end members pivotally at 
tached to said top shelf, a detachable lower 
shelf, carried by said end members, provided 
with a plurality of openings adapted to aline 
with the openings in said top shelf, said lower 
shelf having beveled side edges, a locking de 
vice carried by said end members adapted to 
pass through the said openings in the top and 
lower shelf and lock said shelves together 
when said table or counter is folded and said 
openings are in alinement, the beveled edges 
of said lower shelf being adapted to overlap 
the beveled edges of said rack-boards to pre 
vent said rack-boards from opening. 
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4. A foldable counter or table, comprising 
a top shelf having a plurality of openings 
therein, foldable rack-boards carried thereby, 
foldable end members pivotally attached to 
said top shelf, a lower shelf detachably se 
cured to said end members provided with a 
plurality of openings adapted to aline with 
the openings in said top shelf, pivotal lock 
ing means carried by said end members 
adapted to pass through the openings in said 
SR and lower shelves when said table is 
folded, and means carried by said top shelf 
adapted to hold said rack-boards closed, in 
dependently of said locking means. 

5. A foldable counter or table, comprising 
a top shelf provided with a plurality of open 
ings, foldable end members pivotally at 
tached thereto, a cross-brace, carried by said 
end members, provided with a plurality of re 
cesses, a lower shelf complising a plurality of 
slats adapted to enter said recesses, whereby 
said end members are braced, said lower 
shelf being provided with a plurality of open 
ings adapted to aline with the openings in 
said top shelf, pivotal locking-pins carried by 
said end members adapted to pass through 
the openings in said shelves when said table 
is folded, and means independent of said lock 
ing-pins adapted to hold said rack-boards 
closed. 

Signed at New York city, New York, this 
10th day of August, 1906. 

SAMUEL SODA. 
Witnesses: 

HENRY W. GOLDBERGER, 
ABE S. JESSURUN. 
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