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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAMLAWRENCE, a the top, as most clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 

3. The window C may be provided with any citizen of the United States, residing at Chi- suitable grillwork; but whether or not such cago, in the county of Cook and State of i. 
5 nois, have invented a new and useful Burglar 
Trap, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention is a safety device or appli 

ance to be used upon the exterior of bank 
windows, express-office windows, and post 

to office and ticket-office windows for the pur 
pose of arresting and preventing the escape 
of any one attempting to commit a theft or a hold-up. 
Another object is to provide means for pro 

I5 tecting the teller or clerk. 
With these objects in view the invention 

consists of a cage having turnstiles at each 
end arranged before a window, a spring-ac 
tuated shutter adapted to close the window, 

20 means for holding said shutter open, and 
means for locking the turnstiles. 
The invention consists also in certain de 

tails of construction and novelties of combi 
nation, all of which will be fully described 

25 hereinafter and pointed out in the claims. 
In the drawings forming part of this speci 

fication, Figure 1 is a perspective view show 
ing the application of my invention to the 
exterior of an exchange or bank window. 

3o Fig. 2 is a view taken from the inner side of 
the said window and illustrating the mech 
anism for closing the window and locking the 
turnstile-gates and sounding the alarm. Fig. 
3 is a top view of the gate-locking mechan 

35 ism. Fig. 4 is an end view of the cage and 
gate-locking mechanism. Fig. 5 is a detail 
sectional view taken through one end of the Cage. 
In carrying out my invention I employ a 

40 metallic cage A, which is arranged in front 
of a window and is provided with turnstile 
gates B at its opposite ends, said gates being 
adapted to turn in one direction only, and in 
order to accomplish this I arrange a ratchet 

45 wheel B" upon the upper end of the turnstilé 
post, which ratchet - wheel is engaged by 
means of a spring-actuated pawl B°, thereby 
permitting the person to enter at one end and 
pass out through the opposite end. The cage 

5o is preferably constructed of iron in any desir 
able or ornamental pattern and is closed at 

grillwork is employed I arrange a shutter D 
upon the inner side of the window-frame, 
said shutter being preferably constructed 
of metal and sliding in a guideway D', ex 
tending horizontally across the top of the 
window. Said guideway contains a spring 
D, which is fastened at one end to the 
shutter, as shown at D, and at the opposite 
end to the remote end of the guideway, as 
shown at D', the purpose of said spring being 
to draw the shutter across the window for the 
purpose of closing the same the moment the 
said shutter is released, thereby protecting 
the teller or clerk from assault. In order to 
normally hold the shutter open, as indicated 
in Fig. 2, Iemploy a wheel E, having radially 
projecting arms E", which engage a pin E”, 
attached to the shutter and projecting out 
wardly therefrom, and this wheel is held sta 
tionary by means of a spring-actuated pawl 
E8, pivoted at E" and having a spring Econ 
nected thereto. A cord E is connected to 
the end of the pawl and passes over the pull 
ley E and is connected to the free end of a 
treadle E8. The wheel E has a spring Econ 
nected thereto, the normal tendency of which 
is to rotate the wheel in a direction indicated 
by the arrow. The moment the wheel is dis 
engaged or unlocked by the disengagement 
of the pawl and the moment the wheel ro 
tates in the direction indicated the shutter 
becomes released, and the spring D', acting 
upon the shutter, causes it to slide across the 
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window, closing the same, and it will be un 
derstood that in case any one should attempt 
to hold up the teller or clerk or should at 
tempt to commit a theft it is only necessary 
for the clerk or teller to press down upon the 
treadle E, which disengages the pawl E, re 
leasing the wheel E and permitting the shut 
ter to close. Simultaneous with the closing 
of the window I provide for locking the turn 
stile-gates at each end of the cage, and to ac 
complish this I arrange a locking ratchet 
wheel F upon the upper end of each turn 
stile-post, which wheels are adapted to be 
engaged by the pawls G, pivoted at G' and 
normally held out of engagement by means 

9o 

95 

OO 



O 

5 

25 

30 

35 

40 

2 

of the cords or ropes G, passing over pulleys 
G' and fastened upon hooks. G'. 
G indicates springs attached to the ends 

of the pawls G, the purpose of which is to 
throw the said pawls into, engagement with 
the ratchets F and lock the turnstile-posts 
the moment the cords or ropes are disengaged 
from the hooks G, and in order to disengage 
the rings G, which are carried upon the ends 
of the ropes, I employ the arm H, fastened 
to the inner face of the shutter and having a 
short prong H' and a long prong H', the short 
prong engaging the ring adjacent thereto, 
while the long prong is intended to engage 
the opposite ring, and it will be noted that 
the hooks and the arm are so arranged with 
reference to each other that as the shutter 
moves across the window - opening for the 
purpose of closing the same the arm H with 
its prongs H and H will disengage the rings 
from the hooks G, thereby releasing the 
pawls G and permitting the springs G to act 
upon the said pawls so as to throw them into 
engagement with the wheels F, thereby lock 
ing the turnstile-gates at each end of the 
cage, preventing the escape of the person at 
tempting the theft or hold-up. 
II indicate contact-points which are con 

nected to the conductor-wires I", leading to 
the battery I and electromagnetic bell I, lo 
cated at any suitable point, or any other con 
venient form of alarm or indicator may be 
employed. A contact-plate I' is carried upon 
the shutter D, so that when the said shutter 
closes the window-opening the circuit will be 
closed and the alarm given. 

It will thus be seen that I provide an ex 
ceedingly simple and highly-efficient safety 
device or appliance which can be applied to 
the exterior of a window and will prove 
highly efficient for the purpose of preventing 
thefts and also for the purpose of arresting 
and detaining the person or persons attempt 
ing to commit such theft. 
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Having thus fully described my invention, 45 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. The combination with the window, of a 
spring-actuated shutter having a laterally 
projecting pin, a spring-actuated wheel hav 
ing a plurality of radial arms, one of which 
is adapted to engage the pin, a spring-actu 
ated pawl adapted to engage another one of 
the arms, and a treadle for disengaging the 
said pawl for the purpose specified. 

2. The combination with a cage having 
turnstile-gates at the ends, a spring-actuated 
shutter carrying a bifurcated arm, said shut 
ter also having a laterally-projecting pin, a 
spring-actuated wheel having radial arms, a 6o 
spring-actuated pawl. having a treadle con 
nected there with, locking ratchet-wheels ar 
ranged upon the upper ends of the turnstile 
post, spring-actuated pawls adapted to en 
gage the said ratchets, cords attached to the 65 
said pawls, and hooks to which the ends of 
the said cords are connected, all of said parts 
being arranged and adapted to operate sub 
stantially as specified. 

3. A device of the kind described, compris- 7o 
ing a cage arranged before a window, a spring 
actuated shutter adapted to close the window, 
means for normally holding the shutter to 
one side of the window, turnstiles at each 
end of the cage, ratchet-wheels carried by the 75 
turnstiles, spring-actuated pawls adapted to 
engage said ratchets and prevent them from 
turning, cords secured at one end to the pawls 
and carrying rings at their opposite ends, 
hooks adapted to engage said rings and means 8o 
carried by the shutter for releasing said rings 
from engagement with the hooks. 
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