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My invention relates to folding tables and
it is the object thereof to provide a folding
table of simple, durable and inexpensive con-
struction that may be folded up so that it may
be put to one side where it will occupy a
minimum of space when not in general use
but will still provide a top portion on which
decorative articles or the like may be placed.

A further object is to provide a table of
this character wherein there will be a four-
point support in either the folded or extended
position, and in which the swinging gate leg
members, when in the folded position will be
raised off the floor, and will, when in said
position, lie in planes substantially parallel
to each other and to the fixed back portion
Letween said back portion and the lowered
drop leaf.

A still further object is to provide such a
table wherein the swinging gate leg mem-
bers have alternative extended positions in
one of which the gate members are substan-
tially at right angles to the fixed back por-
tion and interlock with a hinged shelf mem-

5 ber dropped down between them and securing

them in position, and in the second position
the gate members being angularly related and

interlocked with each other to provide addi-
tional unobstructed space beneath the drop

80 Jeaf, such space furnishing leg-room for

users of the table.

T attain these objects by the device illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Fig. 1 is a side view of the table in its
folded position.

Fig. 2 is a front
folded position.

Fig. 3 is a horizontal section of the device
taken on line 3—38 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a front view of the table unfolded
for use, with the drop leaf swung to its hori-
zontal position, the gate leg members swung
outwardly to support the drop leaf and the
lowered into a horizontal posi-
tion and secured to the gate leg members.

Fig. 5 is a horizontal sectional view taken
on line 5—5 of Fig. 4.

Fig. 6 is a vertical sectional view of the
table taken on line 6—6 of Fig. 4.

view of the table in its

cnewel January 16, 1938.

Fig. 7 is a detail section on line 7—7 of
Fig. 6, to show the pin for securing the top
and the swinging gate leg members.

Fig. 8 is a detail section on line 8—8 of
Fig. 6, to show the interlocking of the tongues %
on the side edges of the shelf member with
the grooved slats of the gate members.

In carrying out my invention according to
the illusirated embodiment thereof, I provide
a relatively fixed frame portion comprising 6°
vertical supports or legs 10 having at the
lower ends feet 11 and 12, and a top member
13 connecting the upper ends of sald vertical
legs 10. Secured to the legs is a back mem-
bor 14 %o the renr side of which is attached %
a rack 15 for magazines and the like. To the
front edge of the top member 13 is hinged a
swinging drop leaf 16 which hangs vertical-

Iy opposite the back member 14 when in a
foided position and which may be vaised to |
a horizontal position as shown in Figs. 4, 5,
and 6. Laterally swinging gate leg members
17—17" are hinged o vertical cleats 18—18’
on the inner side of the vertical legs 10. One ,
of the cleats, 18’, is substantially narrower
than the other to enable the gate leg mem-
bers to be folded inwardly to the parallel po-
sitions shown in Fig. 3. The gate leg mem-
bers 17—17" are adapted to swing laterally
outward to support the drop leaf member in

a raised horizontal position. Pins 19 in cleats
90, secured to the under side of the drop leat
adjacent the side edges thereof, are received
in sockets in the upper portion of the leg
members 17/ thereby locking the drop leaf
against movement upwardly from its hori-
zontal position. This construction relieves
the hinges of the drop leaf from undue strain
which might result from upward pressure g4
thereon. With the gate leg members swung
to their outward limit of movement, a shelf
21, hinged at its rear edge to the inner side
of the back member 14, may be swung down-
wardly and outwardly from a vertical posi- g5
tion adjacent to and substantially parallel
with the back member to a horizontal posi-
tion where it rests on cleats 22 secured to the
inner side of the gate members near the lower
edge thereof. Longitudinal grooves in the 195
cleats receive tongues 23 on the side edges of
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the shelf and interlock with them to hold the
gate members 17 rigidly in their open posi-
tion. The gate members may also be swung
to an intermediate position as shown by the
dotted lines in Fig. 6 to provide additional
leg room for the users under the drop leaf
and are locked in said intermediate position
by the interlocking of a screw eye 24 in one
of the leg members 17’ and a round headed
pin 25 in the other leg member 17. When
the side members are in this intermediate po-
sition the shelf remains in its vertical posi-
tion adjacent to the back member 14. To re-
duce the possibility of the table rocking due
to an unevenness in the floor surface, it is sup-
ported from only four points in either its fold-
ed position or in its opened position. Anti-
friction caster buttons 26 are provided on
the bottoms of the feet 11 of the vertical legs
10 and on the bottoms of the legs 17’ of the
gate leg members. The legs 177 are slightly
shorter than the vertical legs 10 so that in
their folded position the legs 17 are raised
slightly off the floor. The table therefore
1s supported by the feet 11 and 12 and is tilted
slightly forward due to the added height of
the caster buttons on the feet 11. This in-
clination, together with the weight of the
folded drop leaf, brings the center of grav-
ity in the table slightly forward of a per-
pendicular plane longitudinally through the
table thus providing a counterbalance for the
weight of magazines or like articles placed
in the magazine rack. When the legs 177 are
swung outwardly they come into contact with
the floor surface and slightly raise the feet
12 thus forming a four-point support for the
table on the extended base provided by the
legs 17" and the feet 11.

The advantages of this invention are that
a simple, durable and inexpensive table is
provided that may be folded up and put out
of the way when not in use and which may be
easily and quickly opened for use. The gate
leg members may be locked in a position sub-
stantially at right angles to the back member
with a shelf member locking said gate leg
members in position and providing a place
for books or other articles. The gate leg
members may also be locked in an intermedi.
ate position to provide additional leg room
under the table for the users.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim:

1. In a folding table, a main frame com-
prising parallel vertical side-members and a
horizontal top and a vertical back-member
fixedly connecting said side-members, the
latter each having a front foot and a rear
foot, gate-leg members hinged to said side-
members and foldable into overlapping par-
allel relation adjacent to the vertical back-
member, a drop-leaf hinged to the front edge
of the horizontal top and foldable to a low-
ered position for inclosing the folded gate-
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leg members between the same and the
back-member, the drop-leaf being swingable
to a raised position in alinement with the
horizontal top, the gate-leg members being
swingable forwardly beneath the raisec
drop-leaf to support the same, and means for
detachably connecting to each other the front
ends of the gate-leg members to retain the
same 1n a triangular formation relative to the
back-member.

2. A folding table as set forth in claim
1, having foot portions on the gate-leg mem-
bers proportioned and arranged to engage
a floor when said members are in their fop-
wardly extended position only, said foot por-
tions by their engagement with the floor in
said position serving to tilt the main frame
rearwardly sufficientiy to disengage the front
feet of the side-members from the floor,
whereby the table is then supported only by
the vear feet of the side-members and said
foot portions of the gate-leg members.

3. In a folding table, a main frame com-
prising parallel vertical side-members each
having a front and a rear foot, and a hori-
zontal top and a vertical rear member fix-
edly connecting said side-members; gate-loo
members hinged to said side-membors an:l
foldable into the space between the same in
overlapping parallel relation, a drop-leaf
hinged to the front edge of the horizontal
top and foldable to a lowered position for
inclosing the folded gate-leg members ho-
tween the same and the rear member, the
drop-leaf being swingable to a raiced pesi-
tion in alinement with the horizonta tan.
the gate-leg members being swingahle for-
wardly beneath the raised drop-leaf to sup-
port the same, means for interlocking the
drop-leaf and gate-leaf members to pre-
vent lifting of the former from tha lat-
ter, a shelf hinged to the lower portinn
of the rear member between the cide-mem-
bers and swingable from a raised vorties!
position to a lowered horizontal position ex-
tending between the gate-lee membors in the
forwardly swung position of the Iatter. and
means interlocking the gate-leo members
with said shelf and supportine the latter in
said horizontal extended nosition.

CLAUS W. GLANDT.
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