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1 Claim. (C. 128-287) 

This invention relates to the structure of medical and 
Surgical drawers, protective garments and coverings. 
An object of this invention is to provide a novel and 

improved construction for articles of the character men 
tioned, to confine a body drip, wound discharge and 
drainage, avoid bed wetting and specially adaptable for 
use on patients in conditions involving colostomy, hemor 
roidectomy and other indicents in surgery and treatment, 
and for use by hospital patients generally. Of course, 
items following the teachings of this invention are use 
ful in many other instances; the specific uses mentioned 
being given as mere matters of example. 
A further object hereof is to provide a novel and im 

proved construction for articles of the class mentioned, 
which can be laundered and which are reasonably cheap 
to manufacture, easy to use and efficient in carrying out 
the purposes for which they are designed. 

Other uses and advantages will become apparent as 
this disclosure proceeds. 
One form which this invention may assume, may be 

a sheet structure adaptable to be donned to make a 
drawers-like garment. It consists of an outer sheet of 
water-proof material as for instance of sheeting known as 
"Velon.” Inward of its perimeter, there are superposed 
layers of absorbent sheet material, as for instance of 
flannel fabric in any suitable manner secured onto the 
outer sheet. Said outer sheet also carries an absorbent 
tape around the flannel pad, meaning around the perim 
eter of such pad; said tape being spaced from such pad 
to leave a lane on the outer sheet exposed between said 
pad and tape. Said lane is preferably endless, but there 
may be some slight interruptions. Of importance is that 
nearly all of the tape shall be spaced from the pad. In 
use, the pad covers that part of the body from which 
there is or is likely to be a discharge of fluid substance. 
In the preferred construction, the tape is enclosed in a 
hem or tunnel made of or formed from the outer water 
proof sheet. The seam of such hem or tunnel which is 
near the pad is loose or is otherwise provided with open 
ings adjacent the thickness of the tape so that if there is 
any excess fluid substance in the clear lane on the inside 
surface of the outer sheet, it could enter to be absorbed 
by the tape. The tape serves as a sort of fence to pro 
tect the bed linens of the patient or the clothes of a 
wearer. Any liquid substance on the clear lane of the 
outer sheet, can run therealong and may never touch the 
tape, for it may be absorbed by other portions of the pad 
it may reach along its movement, or merely wet said 
lane. 

In the accompanying drawings forming part of this 
specification, similar characters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in all the views. 

Fig. 1 shows an article in the form of a drawers-like 
garment embodying the teachings of this invention. The 
garment is shown worn by a patient. 

Fig. 2 shows the article laid out flat on its outer sur 
face. What is seen is the inner surface thereof. 
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Fig. 3 is a pattern showing the absorbent plies in slight 

ly modified form. 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged section taken in lines 3-3 in 

Fig. 2. 
One practical form which this invention may assume, 

may be a drawers-like garment indicated in the drawings 
generally by the numeral 15. It is convenient to make 
it of a flat structure denoted generally by the numeral 
16, comprising an outer sheet 17 of “Velon" or other 
plastic or rubberized fabric-like sheet material to give 
waterproof quality. The "inside” surface of sheet 17 car 
ries one or more plies of superposed absorbent sheets as 
fiannel, to form an absorbent pad 18. The shape of the 
outer sheet 17 is such that its reduced mid-section 19 
serves as a crotch covering while one end section 20 
covers the seat, sides and overlaps in front of the wearer 
21, and the other end section 22 covers the abdomen and 
part of the sides of the wearer. The mentioned over 
lapping is done by the corners 20' of section 20, which 
also overlap the section 22. Said corner regions are pro 
vided with buttons, snaps or other cooperating disengage 
able means 23 to hold the drawers-form. 
The absorbent pad 18 is inward of the perimeter of the 

outer sheet 17. On said outer sheet, on the inside Sur 
face thereof, and preferably surrounding the perimeter of 
the absorbent pad 18 and spaced therefrom, is an ab 
sorbent tape 24 held in a tunnel which may be the hem 
25 and the tunnels 24', all of course made of said 
“Velon' or the like. The seam 26 is loose and of course, 
is away from the actual perimetrical edge of structure 
16. It is to be noted that in the embodiment shown in 
Fig. 2, there is a clear endless lane of the inside sur 
face of the outer sheet 17; such lane being indicated 
by the numeral 27. It is preferred that the free inward 
edge of the hem overlap shall be a little beyond the 
seam 26, so as to provide the channel 28. 
The absorbent pad 18 may be securely or detachably 

mounted onto the inner surface of the outer sheet 17, 
in any suitable manner which will not affect the required 
waterproof quality. It may be cemented on or even ma 
chine stitched because it is found that water does not 
seep through the needle holes filled with thread. The 
lane 27 may be interrupted by slight webs 18' extend 
ing from the modified form of padding 18'; such webs 
being secured by the hem seam 26 (not shown). Such 
construction would provide one way of mounting the 
absorbent pad. 
The absorbing capacity of the pad 18 should exceed 

the amount of discharge which is probable during a pre 
determined period, from the wound or organ covered 
by such pad. If the garment is not changed in time, or 
if the amount of discharge is more than was figured, or 
if discharge is guided to the lane 27 although parts of 
the pad 18 may still be dry or not fully saturated, such 
“overflow" would be spread by body movements of the 
wearer over a region of said lane and possibly may even 
be more than to wet across the lane. In such instance 
any excess overflow would enter the channel 28 and even 
through the seam 26, whereupon it will be absorbed by 
the tape 24 and be cached within the tunnel structure 
offered by the hem 25 and the like. Thus no excretions 
will reach the bedding or other clothing. 

This invention is capable of numerous forms and vari 
ous applications without departing from the essential 
features herein disclosed. It is therefore intended and 
desired that the embodiments shown herein shall be 
deemed illustrative and not restrictive and that the patent 
shall cover all patentable novelty herein set forth; refer 
ence being had to the following claim rather than to 
the specific description herein to indicate the scope of 
this invention. 
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I claim: 
In a protective covering for a part of the human body 

subject to discharge of liquid substance, an outer sheet of 
waterproof material, at least one layer of absorbent ma 
terial on the covering surface of the outer sheet; said ab 
sorbent layer being inward of the perimeter of said outer 
sheet, a tape of absorbent material carried on said same 
surface of the outer sheet; said tape being spaced from 
substantially all of the absorbent layer and extending sub 
stantially about the entire perimeter of said absorbent 
layer and a tunnel-like structure of waterproof material 
along said tape and housing the same; said tunnel hav 
ing openings along the tape, adapted to receive drippings 
from the absorbent layer which cross the space between 
said layer and the tape; that portion of the material form- 5 
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ing the tunnel part which covers the surface of the tape 
which is away from the surface of the outer sheet, ex 
tends free laterally beyond the longitudinal edge of the 
tape which is nearest the absorbent layer, whereby such 
extending free portion and the outer sheet between the 
tape and the absorbent layer, form a channel adapted 
to receive liquid drippings from the absorbent layer which 
cross the space between said layer and the tape. 
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