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My invention relates to improvements in nut 
crackers and the principal object in view is to 
provide an easily manipulated, inexpensive, and 
strong device of this character particularly 
adapted for cracking pecan nuts, Walnuts, butter 
nuts and almonds, so that the meat of the nut 
is separated from the shell, thereby obviating the 
necessity for using nutpicks. 
To the accomplishment of the above, and 

subordinate objects presently appearing, a pre 
ferred embodiment of my invention has been ill 
lustrated in the accompanying drawing, Set forth 
in detail in the succeeding description, and de 
fined in the claim appended hereto. 
In said drawing: 
Figure 1 is a view in front elevation of a pre 

ferred embodiment of my invention, 
Figure 2 is a view in edge elevation, 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary view in side eleva 

tion drawn to an enlarged scale, 
Figure 4 is view in front end elevation, and 
Figure 5 is a view in longitudinal section taken 

on the line 5-5 of Figure 3. 
Referring to the drawing by numerals, the 

illustrated embodiment of my improved nut 
cracker is of the pincer type comprising a pair 
of opposed, oppositely bowed, levers forming 
hand grips having enlarged flat front ends 2 
pivoted together, as at 3, side by side, and a pair 
of opposed oppositely bowed jaw members 4 ex 
tending from said ends 2 for opening and closing 
under movement of the levers away from and 
toward each other, respectively. The front ends 
2 are rabbeted in the usual manner, as at 5, for 
interfitting flush, as best shown in Figure 2. A 
pair of leaf springs 6 of any suitable material 
are interposed between the levers parallel there 
with, with rear ends Welded, not shown, to the 
inner faces of said levers, Said Springs being Op 
positely bowed and having floating inner, curved 
ends 7 slidably engaging, whereby said Springs 
urge the levers apart and are free for play One 
against the other during manipulation of the 
levers toward and from each other. A link 8 
swingably connected to the rear end of one lever 

for locking over a curved end 9 on the other 
lever provides for locking the levers together 
and the jaw members 4 closed. The levers f 
have milled outer sides 0, the purpose of which 
will be understood. 
A finger stop f is provided on one lever ad 

jacent its front end to facilitate manipulation of 
the levers, said stop having a forked end strad 
dling said lever and riveted thereto, as at 2, and 
an end extending OutWardly from said lever for 
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preventing the hand from slipping forwardly on 
the levers . 
The jaw members 4 are outwardly rounded 

laterally to provide intermediate Widened por 
tions 3 thereon for strengthening the same, and 
a pair of transversely rounded ribs f4 are pro 
vided on the inner faces of said members to ex 
tend across the same in opposed relation. The 
ribs 4 are fluted longitudinally to provide a pair 
of opposed central grooves 5 thereon in the 
transverse center thereof, a pair of similar 
grooves 6 in front of grooves 5 and two pairs 
of such grooves 6' in the rear of grooves 5. 
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The jaw members 4 terminate in a pair of in 
turned opposed ends tapering to straight 
cutting edges 8 for clipping and trimming pur 
poses, the outer Spaces of said ends being prefer 
ably Straight. The inner sides of the jaw mem 
bers 4 are outwardly arched and said sides provide 
pairs of opposed outwardly bowed faces 9, 20, 
upon opposite sides of the ribs 14, respectively, for 
clearing nuts positioned between the ribs 14. 
The manner in which the described nutcracker 

is designed to be used Will be readily understood 
from the following illustrated description of its 
Operation in Cracking pecan nuts. 
The ends of the pecan nuts, not shown, are 

first clipped off by means of the cutting edges 
8. The nuts thus trimmed are interposed be 
tween the ribs 14 to extend lengthwise parallel 
thereWith and with the partition of the shell 
which divides the nut centrally and longitudi 
nally aligned transversely with the ribs. Dif 
ferent sizes of pecans may be seated in different 
pairs of grooves 5, 6, 6' depending upon how 
far it is necessary to open the jaw members 4 to 
accommodate the nut between the ribs 4. In 
this position of the pecan under closing of the 
jaw members 4 the same will be split longitudi 
nally in halves. By clipping with cutting edges 
8 on the edges of the half sections the latter 
may be trimmed So as to free the nut meat 
Whole from the sections. Other nuts may be 
treated correspondingly as their structure re 
quires to facilitate extracting the meat whole 
therefron. 
The foregoing Will, it is believed, suffice to im 

part a clear understanding of my invention with 
out further explanation. 

Manifestly the invention, as described, is sus 
ceptible of modification without departing from 
the inventive concept, and right is herein re 
served to Such modifications as fall within the Scope of the subjoined claim. 
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What I claim is: 
A nutcracker comprising a pair of hand levers 

pivoted together in opposed crossed relation for 
manipulation toward and from each other, a pair 
of outwardly bowed opposed jaw members on said 
levers, respectively, operative for opening and 
closing under movement of said levers away from 
and toward each other, respectively, said jaW 
members having inturned front ends of rectangu 
lar edge contour tapering to sharp straight cut 
ting edges nating With each other, said ends 
having straight front faces for facilitating cutting 
nuts in half, and said jaw members having out 
wardly bowed central side edge portions for 
strengthening the same and widening said jaw 
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members in the center thereof, and a pair of 
transverse central ribs on the inner faces of said 
jaW members extending from edge to edge of the 
Widened portions of Said members, said ribs being 
transversely rounded and longitudinally fluted to 
provide pairs of opposed grooves on the ribs for 
seating nutshells therein while closing said mem 
bers thereon to apply pressure thereto, there 
being a pair of grooves in the centers of said ribs, 
a single pair on One side of said center, and two 
pairs on the other side of said center, the inner 
faces of said jaw members upon opposite sides 
of said ribs being Smooth. 
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