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To all, whom, it inctly concern: 
Beit known that I, EDMUNDH. DUCHEMIN, 

of Newark, county of Essex, State of New Jer 
sey, have invented an Improvement in Cur 
tains, of which the following description, in 
connection with the accompanying drawings, 
is a specification, like characters on the draw 
ings representing like parts. 
This invention relates to curtains especially 

adapted for use on cars, and has for its object 
to construct an improved form of locking de 
vice adapted to hold the curtain in any posi 
tion that it may be set and when operated 
to release the curtain to enable it to be drawn 
up by the action of the spring, yet the cur 
tain is at all times free to be drawn down, 
and my improved locking device has an op 
erating device which projects from the cas 
ing at any desirable elevation adapted to be 
operated by pressure, like the pressure upon 
a button, and when operated to release the 
curtain. - 

Figure I shows in front elevation a curtain 
embodying this invention. Fig. 2 is an en 
larged detail showing my improved locking 
device inside elevation. Fig. 3 is an enlarged 
detail showing the locking device in front 
elevation. Fig. 4 is a section taken on the 
dotted line 4 4, Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is an end view 
of the spring-roller, showing the means for 
holding the spring wound up. 

C. represents a curtain which is supported 
upon a spring-roller of the Hartshorn or other 
type, and a' d' are the end journals of said 
roller. A toothed wheel a is secured to one 
of the end journals, as a, for instance, and 
said wheel is normally engaged by a pawla, 
which may be held pressed into engagement 
with said wheel by a spring a or by gravity. 
A pawl-lifting lever a' is provided, pivoted at 
a", which is adapted to engage the pawl a 
and when operated to lift said pawl out of en 
gagement with the toothed wheel. The pawl 
lifting lever is made as a bell-crank lever. 
The pawl-lifting lever is acted upon by a 
spring a, which engages one arm of said lever. 
A link a is connected to the other arm of said 
lever, which extends down along the casing 
within a recess a, formed or provided there 
in, and the lower end of said link C is con 
nected to one arm of a bell-crank lever a, 

pivoted at a, the other arm of said lever 
having a button or headed stud at attached 
to it, which projects through an opening in 
the casing. By pressing upon the button a 
the pawl-lifting lever will be operated and 
the pawl disengaged from the toothed wheel, 
and at such time the spring-roller will be re 
leased and caused to roll up the curtain by 
the action of the spring. In order to hold 
the spring of the roller wound up while the 
curtain is removed from its bearings, I have 
provided one of the end journals, as Ci', with 
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a hole through it, through which a pin b may 
be driven, which engages a flange b' on the 
end of the roller, and when the journals of 
the roller are placed in their bearings, and 
thereby prevented from operating, the pin b 
will be removed. In order to hold the spring 
while it is being wound up, the end journal a' 
will be provided with a single notch b. A 
pawl b, which is connected to the roller, is 
adapted to enter said notch, and thereby lock 
the journal. When, however, the curtain is 
placed in its bearings, the journal a' will be 
placed with the notch in its under side, and 
the pawl will at such time fall by gravity out 
of engagement with the journal. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is- - 
A curtain having a spring-roller, a case hav 

ing a vertical recess in one of its side portions, 
provided with an opening at its lower end, a 
toothed wheel secured to one of the end jour 
mals of said roller, a pawl engaging said 
toothed wheel, a pivoted spring - controlled 
pawl-lifting lever, and means for operating 
said lever consisting of a link connected to 
said lever which passes down through said 
vertical recess, a pivoted bell-cranklever con 
nected to the lower end of said link having a 
button attached to one of its arms which pro 
jects through the opening at the lower end of 
the casing, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

EDMUND H. DUCHEMIN. 
Witnesses: 

B. J. NOYES, 
H. B. DAVIS. 
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