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To al chon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ARY KAUFMANN, a citi. 

Zen of the United States, residing at New 
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New 
Jersey, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Bag-Fasteners; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as Will enable others skilled in the art 
to Which it appertains to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to characters of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 
Specification. 
The present invention has reference, gen 

erally, to improvements in that class of 
locks which are ordinarily employed with 
the hinged frame-sections of bags, suit-cases. 
and the like; and, the invention relates. 
more particularly, to a novel construction of 
safety-latch or lock for bag-frame sections, 
With a view of providing a simply construct 
ed and positively acting construction, Which 
can be readily manipulated So as to retain 
the hinged frame-sections in their locked re 
lation, or for permitting the frame-sections 
to be brought into their separated or opened 
relation. 
The invention has for its further object to 

provide a novel construction of bag-frame 
lock or latch in which the bolt-operating 
mechanism is concealed in a casing, and the 
casing being provided with a spring-con 
trolled and hinged cover-plate With which 
Said bolt is connected and moves, the parts 
being released from their normally locked 
relation by the manipulation of a push-piece 
extending from the end of the casing, and 
the parts being brought into their openedor 
closed relation, in either case, With a posi 
tive “Snap ”. 

45 

50 

Other objects of this invention not at this 
time more particularly mentioned Will be 
understood from the following detailed de 
scription of the invention. 
With the various objects of the invention 

in view, the invention consists, primarily, 
in the novel bag-frame lock or latch herein 
after set forth; and the invention consists, 
furthermore, in the novel arrangements and 
combinations of the various devices and 
parts, as Well as in the details of the con 
struction of the said parts, all of Which Will 
be more fully described in the following 
specification, and then finally embodied in 

the clauses of the claim which are appended 
to and Which form an essential part of the 
Said Specification. 
The invention is ilustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, in Which:- 
Figure 1 is a top or plan view of a por 

tion of the upper part of a bag and frame 
Sections, showing, also in top a plan view, 
a bag-lock, made according to and embody 
ing the principles of the present invention. 
Fig. 2 is aside-representation of the bag 
lock and a longitudinal vertical representa 
tion of the frame-sections of the bag, the 
parts being shown in their normally locked 
relations; and Fig. 3 is a similar view of the 
lock and frame-sections, with the hinged 
bolt carrying cover-plate shown in its raised 
position, to permit of the separation or 
opened relation of the bag-frame sections. 
Fig. 4 is a transverse vertical sectional rep 
resentation of the closed bag-frame sections, 
and an elevation of the one end of the bag 
lock or latch in its secured position upon one 
of Said frame-sections; and Fig. 5 is a simi 
lar sectional representation of the closed 
bag-frame sections, and an elevation of the 
other end of said bag-lock or latch. Fig. 6 
is a bottom view of the bag-lock or latch, de 
tached from the bag-frame section, said 
view being made on an enlarged scale, and 
the several parts of the lock-mechanism be 
ing represented in their normal initial posi 
tions; and Fig. 7 is a longitudinal vertical 
section of the Same, Said section being talken 
on line 7-7 in said Fig. 6. Fig. 8 is a bot 
tom view of the bag-lock or latch, similar to 
that represented in said Fig. 6, showing the 
spring-controlled bolt-releasing plate in its 
operated and released relation with the bolt; 
and Fig. 9 is a longitudinal vertical section 
of the parts represented in said Fig. 8, said 
section being taken on line 9-9 in said Fig. 
8. Fig. 10 is a longitudinal vertical section 
of the bag-lock or latch, said section being 
taken online 10-10 in said Fig. 1. Fig. 11 
is a top or plan view of a portion of the 
upper part of a bag and frame-sections, and 
a top or plan view of a bag-lock or latch of 
a modified form of construction, but still 
embodying the principles of the present in 
vention; Fig. 12 is a side elevation of said 
bag-lock, detached from the frame-section, 
with the bolt and pivoted or hinged bolt 
carrying plate in their normal initial posi 
tions, when the bolt is in its retaining or 
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holding relation with the frame-sections; 
and Fig. 13 is a similar view of the lock or 
latch, showing the bolt and bolt-carrying 
late in their relative positions, When y 

brought into their disengaged relation from 
Fig. 14 is a bottom the frame-sections. 

view of the bag-lock or latch, represented in 
said Figs. 11, 12 and 13, said view being 
made on an enlarged scale, and the several 
arts of the lock-mechanism being repre 

sented in their normal initial positions; and 
Fig. 15 is a central longitudinal vertical sec 
tion of the Same. Fig. 16 is a bottom view 
of the said bag-lock or latch, similar to that 
represented in said Fig. 14, showing the 
parts of the mechanism in their operated 
and released relations; and Fig. 17 is a cen 
tral longitudinal vertical section of the parts 
represented in Said Fig. 16. 

Similar characters of reference are em 
ployed in al of the above described views, 
to indicate corresponding parts. 

Referring now to Figs. 1 to 10 inclusive, 
the reference-characters 1 aihd 2 indicate the 
top - portions of the usual pivotaly con 
nected or hinged bag- frame sections, the 
frame-section 1 being provided with suit 
ably-disposed lug-receiving holes or open 
ings 3, and the frame-sections 1 and 2 being 
respectively provided with registering bolt 
receiving holes or openings 4 and 4. as Will 
be seen from an inspection of Figs. 2 and 3 
of the drawings. 
The bag-lock or latch which is to be 

mounted upon the outer face of the upper 
frame - section 1 consists, essentially of a 
suitably shaped casing or box, comprising 
longitudinally extending sides 5, ends 6 and 
7, and a top 8. Extending from the lower 
marginal edges of the Said ends 6 and 7 
are suitably formed fastening lugs 9, Which 
are inserted in the lug-receiving holes 3 of 
the frame-section 1, and are suitably bent 
against the inner face of Said frane-section, 
for permanently Securing said casing or box 
in position upon the upper face of said 
frame-section. The end 6 of said casing 
orº box is made With a finger or push-piece 
receiving opening, as 10, and in the upper 
portion of the end 7 and the top S, atpoints 
near said end 7, are suitably formed open 
ings, as 11, for the reception of Suitable 
pivot-ears, in the manner and for the pur 
poses to be presently set forth. The top 8 
is made with a centrally disposed elongated 
bolt-receiving opening 12, and at one side, 
in said top, and located near one of the lon 
gitudinally extending sides 5 of the casing 
cr box, is another longitudinally extending 
elongated opening, as 13. Extending later 
ally across the inner or chambered part of 
the casing or box, at a point beneath and 
in front of the openings 11 is a pivot-pin 14, 
Said pin having its end-portions suitably 
secured in correspondingly disposed holes or 

perforations 15 in the respective sides 5 of 
the casing or boX. Suitably disposed upon 
the upper face of the top 8 is a bolt-carry 
ing plate 16 provided at one end with down 
Wardly projecting and perforated pivot-ears 
or lugs 17 which extend into and through 
the Openings 11 and are pivotally mounted 
upon the pivot-pin 14, for connecting Said 
bolt-carrying plate 16 in a hinge-like Iman 
ner with the upper surface of said top 8 of 
the casing or box. Suitably disposed and 
Secured upon the lower face of said plate 16, 
by means of fastening lugs 18, or other 
Suitable securing means, is a suitably formed 
bolt, as 19, said bolt extending into and 
projecting through the elongated opening 
12 in the top 8, and being adapted to move 
in said opening 12, as Will be clearly evi 
dent from an inspection of Figs. 6, 7, 8 and 
9 of the drawings. The marginal edge-por 
tion 20 of said bolt 19 is convexily curved, 
as at 21, and near its lower and preferably 
angularly pointed end 22, there is a suitably 
formed offset, as 23, which provides a stop 
and Which is adapted to engage the under 
surface of the top 8 at a point 24, see 
Figs. 8 and 9, when the bolt-carrying plate 
16 has been brought into its raised position. 
n its opposite edge-portion 25, at a point 
suitably near the Under face of the plate 16, 
the Said edge-portion 25 is provided with a 
receiving recess, as 26, one edge-portion of 
which is also preferably curved, as at 27. 
Extending laterally across the inner or 
chambered part of the casing or box, With 
its end-portions suitably Secured in perfora 
tions 28 in the Sides of the casing or box 5, 
is another pin 29, upon which is mounted a 
coiled Spring 30, having one end-portion 31 
bearing upon the under face of the top 8, 
and having its other end-portion 32 extend 
ing up wardly through the elongated open 
ing 13 in said top 8 and bearing forcibly 
against the lower face of the hinged bolt 
carrying plate 16, substantially as shown iI 
Figs. 3, 6, 8 and 10 of the drawings. 

Slidably arranged within the casing or 
box, and longitudinally guided between the 
inner faces of the Opposite sides 5 is a bolt 
retaining and releasing plate or slide 33. 
provided with a centrally disposed elon 
gated hole or opening 34, located directly 
beneath the hole or opening 12 in the top S, 
and through Which hole or opening 34 the 
bolt 19 also extends and is movably arranged 
therein. At its edge, near the end 6 of the 
casing or box, the Said plate or slide 33 has 
a push or finger-piece, as 35, Which extends 
into and through the opening 10 in said end 
6, so as to be manipulated from the Outside 
of the casing or box, to force the plate or 
slide 33 in a direction indicated by the arrow 
e, in Fig. 6. At its opposite end, the Said 
plate or slide 33 hasta finger or projection, 
as 36, Which is slidably disposed in the space 
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between the upper part of the pin 29 and 
the Iowerface of the top 8, and which finger or projection, With the push or fingerpiece 
35, positively retains the plate or slide 33 
in Slidable and operative relation Within 
the casing or box, as Will be fully under 
stood from an inspection of the several 
figures of the drawings. That the Said plate 
or slide 35, after it has been pushed in the 
direction of the arrow a in said Fig. 6, and 
into the position indicated in Figs. 8 and 9, 
Will automatically return to its normal 
initial position, represented in Figs. 6 and 
7, there is arranged upon the previously 
mentioned pin 29, another coiled spring 37, 
the one free end-portion of which bears upon 
the under face of the top 8, and the other 
end-portion of the spring 37 being suitably 
bent, as at 38, and having its end 39 secured 
to a suitable projection, as 40, With which 
the plate or slide 33 is provided and Where 
by, the force of the bent portion 38 of the 
spring 37 against the face of said projec 
tion 40 Will cause the plate or slide 33 to be 
returned to its normal position, When the 
pressure is removed from the fingerpiece 35. 
Under normal conditions, When the hinged 
plate 16 and its bolt 19 are in the positions 
indicated in said Figs. 6 and 7, the edge 
portion 41 of the elongated opening 34 in 
the plate or slide 33 Will be in retaining en 
gagement With the bolt 19, by having en 
tered the receiving recess 26, as shown, so 
that the Said bolt 19 and the hinged bolt 
carrying plate 16 Will be prevented from 
moving outWardly When the parts are in 
these relative positions, the bolt prevents 
the separation of the tWo frame-sections 1 
and 2, as Will be evident. When, however, 
pressure is applied upon the push or finger 
piece 35, and the plate or slide 33 is moved 
in the direction of the arrow aº, then the 
edge-portion 41 is removed from within and 
from its retaining engagement with the re 
ceiving recess 26 of the bolt 19, and im 
mediately the Spring 30 causes the plate 16 
and its bolt 19 to be forced outWardly into 
their released relation indicated in Figs. 8 
and 9, with the stop 23 of the bolt in its 
arresting engagement with the edge-portion 
24 of the top 8. When in this position, the 
end 22 of the bolt has been withdrawn from 
the openings 4 and 5 in the respective frame 
sections 1 and 2, and the hinged sections of 
the bag-frame canthereupon be brought into 
their separated or opened relation, as Will 
be clearly understood. When the hinged 
bolt-carrying plate 16 and its bolt 19 are 
moved from the position indicated in Fig. 9 
to the position represented in Fig. 7, the part 
41, of the plate or slide 33 again, and auto 
matically, enters into its holding or retain 
ing engagement With the receiving recess 26 
of the bolt 19. 

Referring now to the modified construc 

8. 

tion of bag-lock or latch illustrated in Figs. 
11 to 17 inclusive, the casing or box com 
prises a pair of longitudinally extending 
Sides 42, ends 43, and a top 44, the said top 
being preferably provided in a part of its 
upper Surface With a longitudinally extend 
ing depression or recess, as 45, for the pur 
poses to be presently set forth. The Said 
depressed portion or recess 45 is also pro 
vided With a centrally disposed elongated 
opening, as46, the top 44 being also formed 
With an Opening 47, and a pair of outWardly 
and upWardly extending pivot-ears 48. 
Within the said casing or box, and extending 
laterally beneath said opening 47, is a pin 
4), the end-portions of Which are suitably 
secured in said pivot-ears 48. The casing or 
box, in this instance, is also provided at its 
ends With downwardly extending fastelning 
lugs 50, by means of Which it is secured 
upon the upper Surface of the frame-sec 
tion 1, in the Inanner of the construction rep 
resented in said Figs. 1 to 10 inclusive. 
Pivotally mounted upon Said pin 49, by 
means of suitable pivot ears 52, is a bolt-car 
rying plate 51, Said plate being of Such 
width, So that, when it is in its closed posi 
tion, it registers with and is fitted in said de 
pression or recess 45, and in that position its 
upper face Will be fitish With the upper face 
of the top 44. Suitably mounted upon Said 
pin 49 is a coiled Spring 53, having one end 
portion 54 extending and bearing upon the 
upper Surface of Said depressed part 45, see 
Figs. 14 and 16, and Said opening having its 
other end-portion 55 bearing forcibly 
against the lower face of said hinged bolt 
carrying plate 51. Slidably arranged within 
the casing or box is a bolt-retaining and re 
leasing slide, the slide in this case consisting 
of a cross-bar 56, and a pair of Wire-like rods 
57, which extend through and are slidably 
arranged in suitably disposed holes or per 
forations 58 in one of the ends 43 of the cas 
ing or box, the projecting ends of Said rods 
57 being connected by a member 59 which 
forms a suitable push or fingerpiece, adapted 
to be manipulated from the Outside of the 
casing or box, o force said slide in an in 
Ward direction. The opposite end-portions 
60 of said rods 58 project from said cross 
bar 56 into a chamber 61, formed by the top 
44 and a plate 62, suitably connected by a 
pin or rivet 63, and arranged in said cham 
ber, between the end-portions 60 of said 
rods 57, so as to bear against Said cross-bar 
58 and the inner face of the other end 43 of 
the casing or box, are a pair of coiled 
Springs 64, the purpose of said Springs being 
to return said slide to its normal initial posi 
tion, after pressure has been removed fron 
the push or fingerpiece 59, as Will be clearly 
understood from an inspection of the several 
figures of the drawings. Suitably secured 
upon the lower face of the Said plate 51, by 

80 

3 5 

0) 

5 

130 



10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

43 

60 

65 

sé 

means of fastening lugs 65, orother suitable 
securing means, is a suitably formed bolt, as 
66, made arc-shape, as shown, Said bolt ex 
tending into and projecting through the 
opening 46 in the depressed part 45 and 
being adapted to move vertically in said 
opening 46 and between the rods 57 of the 
slide. Near its upper portion, and in the 
convexily-shaped edge-portion 67 of the bolt 
66 is a cut-away or recessed receiving por 
tion, as 6S. with which the cross-bar 56 of 
the Spring-controlled slide is normally in 
holding engagement, so, as to maintain the 
hinged bolt-carrying plate 51, and its bolt, 
in their closed relation, represented in Figs. 
11, 12. 14 and 15. At its lower end-portion, 
the Said bolt 66 is made With a suitably 
formed projection, as 69, Which is moved 
into retaining engagement With the edge 
portion of the cross-bar 56, When the bolt 
engaging and retaining slide has been 
pushed in the direction of the arrow y, in 
Said Fig. 15, So as to move the cross-bar 56 
out of its holding engagement With the re 
cessed receiving portion 68 of the bolt 66, 
to retain the hinged bolt-carrying plate 51 
and the bolt 66 in the positions shown in 
Figs. 13 and 17 of the drawings, and to 
thereby permit of the pivotal separation of 
the bag-frame sections, as Will be clearly 
understood. 
The manipulation and operation of the 

parts comprising the construction of bag 
frame lock or latch ilustrated in said Figs. 
11 to 17 inclusive Will be clearly understood 
from the foregoing description and from an 
inspection of Said last-mentioned figures of 
the drawings. and need not, therefore, be 
further described. 

f course. I am fully aware, that changes 
may be made in the general arrangements 
and combinations of the several devices and 
parts, as Well as in the details of the 
construction of the Said parts, without 
departing from the Scope of the pres 
ent invention as set forth in the fore 
going specification, and as defined in the 
clauses of the claims which are appended to 
the Said specification. Hence, do not limit 
myself to the exact arrangements and com 
binations of the devices and parts as de 
Scribed in the Said Specification, nor do I 
confine myself to the exact details of the 
construction of the Said partis as ilustrated 
in the accompanying drawings. 

claim 
1. A bag-frame lock comprising a casing 

provided in its top with an opening, a bolt 
carrying plate upon the upper Surface of 
Said casing and hinged thereto, a bolt ex 
tending downwardly from Said plate and 
through the opening in said casing, a man 
ually operated means connected with said 
casing but independent of said plate and 
bolt for normally maintaining a closed and 
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locked relation of said plate and bolt with 
relation to Said casing, but being adapted 
when operated to bring said plate and bolt 
into released relation, and means coóperat 
ing With said plate and bolt-retaining means 
for automatically raising Said plate and 
bolt. 

2. Á bag-frame lock comprising a casing 
provided in its top with an opening, a 
spring-controlled bolt-carrying plate upon 
the upper Surface of Said casing and hinged 
theleto, a bolt extending downwardly from 
Said plate and through the Opening in Said 
casing, a manually operated Spring-con 
trolled means connected with Said casing 
but indepeladent of said plate and bolt for 
normally main-tailaing a closed and locked 
relation of said plate and bolt with relation 
to said casing, but being adapted When op 
erated to bring Said plate and bolt into re 
leased relation, and means coóperating with 
said plate and bolt-retaining means for au 
tomatically raising Said plate and bolt. 

3. A bag-frame lock comprising a casing 
provided in its top with an opening, a bolt 
carrying plate upon the upper Surface of 
said casing and hinged thereto, a bolt ex 
tending downwardly from Said plate and 
through the opening in Said casing, a man 
ually operated means connected with Said 
casing but independent of said plate and 
bolt for normally maintaining a closed and 
locked relation of said plate and bolt with 
relation to Said casing, but being adapted 
When operated to bring Said plate and bolt 
inato released relation, and means coóperat 
ing With said plate and bolt-retaining means 
for automatically raising Said plate and bolt, 
and neans connected with said bolt for lim 
iting the QutWard movements of said plate 
and bolt. 

4. A bag-frame lock comprising a casing 
provided in its top With an opening, a 
Spring-controlled bolt-carrying plate upon 
the upper Surface of said casing and hinged 
thereto, a bolt extending downward y from 
said plate and through the opening in Said 
casing, a manually operated Spring-con 
trolled means connected With Said casing 
but independent of Said plate and bolt for 
normally maintaining a closed and locked 
relation of said plate and bolt with relation 
to said casing, but being adapted When oper 
ated to bring said plate and bolt into re 
leased relation, and means coóperating with 
said plate and bolt-retaing means for auto 
matically raising said plate and bolt, and 
means connected with Said bolt for limiting 
the Outward movements of said plate and 
bolt. 

5. A bag-frame lock comprising a casing 
provided in its top With an opening, a bolt 
carrying plate upon the upper Surface of 
Said casing and hinged thereto, a bolt ex 
tending downwardly from said plate and 
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through the opening in said casing, Said cas 
ing being providedin one of its sides with 
a finger-piece receiving opening, a slide with 
in said casing provided with a fingerpiece 
slidably arranged in and extending from 
said fingerpiece receiving opening, said 
slide being also provided with an opening 
through which said bolt extends, and means 
connected With said bolt, With Which said 
slide is normally in retaining engagement 
for maintaining a closed and locked relation 
of said plate and bolt with relation to Said casing. 

6. A bag-frame lock comprising a casing 
provided in its top with an opening, a bolt 
carrying plate upon the upper surface of 
said casing and hinged thereto, a bolt ex 
tending downwardly from Said plate and 
through the opening in Said casing, said 
casing being provided in One of its sides 
with a finger-piece receiving opening, a 
slide Within said casing provided With a 
fingerpiece slidably arranged in and extend 
ing from Said fingerpiece receiving opening, 
said slide being also provided with an open 
ing through Which Said bolt extends, means 
connected with Said bolt with Which said 
slide is normally in retaining engagement 
for maintaining a closed and locked rela 
tion of Said plate and bolt with relation to 
Said casing, and means connected with said 
belt for limiting the outward movements of 
Said plate and bolt. 

7. A bag-frame lock comprising a casing 
provided in its top With an opening, a 
sping-controlled bolt-carrying plate upon 
the upper surface of said casing and hinged 
thereto, a bolt extending downwardly from 
said plate and through the opening in said 
casing, said casing being provided in one 
of its sides with a fingerpiece receiving 
opening. a Spring-controlled slide Within 
said casing provided with a fingerpiece slid 
ably arranged in and extending from Said 
fingerpiece receiving opening, said slide be 
ing also provided with an opening through 
which said bolt extends, and means con 
nected with said bolt with which said slide is 
normally in retaining engagement formain 
taining a closed and locked relation of said 
yate and bolt with relation to Said casing. 

8. A bag-frame lock comprising a casing 
provided in its top with an opening, a 
spring-controlled bolt-carrying plate upon 
the upper surface of said casing and hinged 
thereto, a bolt extending downwardly from 
Said plate and through the opening in said 
casing, said casing being providedin one of 
its sides with a fingerpiece receiving open 
ing, a spring-controlled slide Within said 
casing provided with a fingerpiece slidably 
arranged in and extending from Said finger 
piece receiving opening, said slide beingalso 
provided with an opening through which 

S 

bolt with which said slide is normally in re 
taining engagement for maintaining a 
closed and locked relation of said plate and 
bolt with relation to said casing, and means 
connected with said bolt for limiting the 
outward movements of said plate and bolt. 

9. A bag-frame lock comprising a casing 
provided in its top With an opening, a 
spring-controlled bol{-carrying plate upon 
the supper surface of said casing and hinged 
thereto, a bolt extending downwardly fron 
said plate and through the opening in said 
casing. Said casing being provided in one of 
its sides with a fingerpiece receiving opening, 
a Spring-controlled slide Within said casing 
provided with a fingerpiece slidably arranged 
in and extending from said fingerpiece re 
ceiving opening, said slide being also pro 
vided with an opening through which said 
bolt extends, and Said bolt being provided 
in one of its marginal edge-portions with a 
receiving recess with which a portion of the 
slide is normally in retaining engagement 
for maintaining the closed and locked rela 
tion of said hinged plate and bolt with re 
lation to said casing. 

10. A bag-frame lock comprising a casing 
provided in its top with an opening, a 
spring-controlled bolt-carrying plate upon 
the upper Surface of said casing and hinged 
thereto, a bolt extending downwardly from 
said plate and through the opening in said 
casing, Said casing being provided in one 
of its sides with a fingerpiece receiving open 
ing, a spring-controlled slide Within said 
casing provided with a fingerpiece slidably 
arranged in and extending from Said fin 
gerpiece receiving opening. Said slide being 
also provided with an opening through 
which said bolt extends. Said bolt being pro 
vided in one of its marginal edge-portions 
with a receiving recess with which a portion 
of the slide is normally in retaining engage 
ment for maintaining the closed and locked 
relation of said hinged plate and bolt with 
relation to said casing, and means connected 
with said bolt for limiting the outward 
movements of said plate and bolt. 

11. A bag-framelock comprising a casing 
provided in its top with an opening, a 
Spring-controlled bolt-carrying plate upon 
the upper Surface of Said casing and hinged 
thereto, a bolt extending downwardly from 
said plate and through the opening in said 
casing, said casing being provided in one 
of its sides with a fingerpiece receiving 
opening, a spring-controlled slide Within 
said casing provided with a fingerpiecesid 
ably arranged in and extending from Said fin 
gerpiece receiving opening, said slide being 
also provided with an opening through which 
said bolt extends, said bolt being provided 
in one of its mareinal edge-portions with a 
receiving recess with which a portion of the 

Said bolt extends, means connected with said slide is normally in retaining engagement 
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