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To all nihom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, MELVILLE. B. BAIRD, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Kansas City, in the county of Jackson and 
State of Missouri, have invented certain 
new and useful improvements in Wending 
Machines; and I do declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of 
the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appeltains to 
make and use the same, l'eference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to the 
letters and figures of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specifica 
tion. , 

This invention relates to vending ma 
chines and particularly to what is known 
as the ball gum vending machine; that is, 
a machine in which chewing gum and con 
fections of ball form may be vended upon 
the insertion of a coin, check or token of 
appropriate dimension. - 
The invention consists generically in pro 

viding a compartmental receptacle with a 
vending slide which may be laterally shift 
ed from one receptacle to another so that 
the operator or vendee from the front of 
the machine may manipulate the distributor 
or vending slide to align it with the dis 
charge end of any compartment from which 
merchandise is to be purchased. 
The invention consists in certain novel 

parts and combinations of parts, all of 
which will appear hereinafter, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings in 
which - 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a vending 
machine to which my invention is applied. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical, cross sectional view 
through the same. 

Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of the 
shifting frame and part of the coin-con 
trolled mechanism. 

Fig. 4 is a bottom perspective view of one 
of the receptacles. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the frame 
and slide, and - 

Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view of the 
slide. - 

The invention is shown as consisting of 
a casing 1 having a plurality of storage re 
ceptacles, in the present instance 2, 3, 4, 5 
and 6. Any number of storage receptacles, 
however, may be employed to vary the ca 
pacity of the casing. In the bottom of each 

provided with a pointer handle 19. 

!'eceptacle is an agitated slide 7 having up 
standing agitator wings 8, which will stir 
up the mechandise as the slide is moved back 
and orth. The bottom of the slide is pro 
vided with depending lugs or flanges 9 and 
10, and in front of the flange 10 is a de 
livery opening 11, adapted to coincide with 
the opening 12 in a laterally shiftable de 
livery slide 13, carried in guideways 14 and 
15 connected by the web 16 having a loop 
17 to slide on the rail 18, the loop 17 being 
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member 13 is also provided with a depend- . 
ing flange or projection. 20. - 
The upper rim portion 12 of the member 

18 is adapted to contact with the flange 10 
when in line therewith and move the slide 

So that candy or chewing gum may pass 
through the opening of the ring 12 into the 
chute 21 provided with a tilting door 22 
Thereby access may be had to the merchan 
CLSe. . . 

It is to be understood that there is a slide 
for each compartment and the particular 

slide actuated will depend upon the position 
of the member 13, which, as heretofore ex 
plained, may be moved laterally of the cas 
ing to align with the proper slide 7. 

23 is a coin chute, which is adapted to 
deliver a coin at 24 so that the link 25, actu 
ated by the arm 26 and shaft 27 provided 
with a handle 28, may move the frame 29 
when the coin is deposited at 24. 
The link 25 is connected to the bar 30, 

which cooperates with a pivoted latch 31 
adapted to receive a coin in the slot at 24 
so that the coin will bridge the gap between 
the lug 32 on the latch 31 and the lug 33 
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on the frame 29 so that when the hollow 
shaft 27 is turned, the arm 26 will push the 95. 
frame 29 rearwardly until the latch mem 
ber 31 drops off the channel 30, in which 
the bar 30 rests, whereupon the coin will 
be dropped to the bottom of the casing. The 
return movement of the hollow shaft, 2 will 
actuate the slide 13 to discharge the mer 
chandise. The particular coin-controlled 
mechanism, however, is of no importance 
in this particular application. The bar 34 
is connected to the crank 35 on the shaft 
36, loosely journaled at 37 and in the hol 
low shaft 27 simply for a bearing. 

It is to be understood that the bar 30 can 
move independently of the end bar 38 unless 
a coin is deposited in the slot indicated at 
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24, and in that event, the frame 29 would 
not operate, the operation of the frame 29 
being dependent entirely upon the check or 
coin which must bridge the gap between the 
end of the latch 31 and the lug 33. 
The essential feature of the invention is 

the laterally adjustable frame and the slide 
shown in Fig. 6, which may be slid from 
compartment to compartment to select the 
particular one from which the merchandise 
is to be vended, it also being apparent that 
the chute 21 extends the entire length of the 
machine and the single outlet closed by the 
door 22 will suffice for all of the compart 
ments. 
If the operator desired to discharge gum 

from any one compartment, the indicator 
handle 19 will be moved along until it aligns 
with one of the notches. 39 so that the slide 
consisting of the Web 16 and its parts will be 
in proper alignment with the compartment. 
Then upon the insertion of a coin so as to ac 
tuate the frame 29, the slide 13 can be moved 
to vending position. It is to be noted that 
the opening 11 in plate 7 normally lies be 
neath and is closed by the base 43 of the 
compartment so that the chewing gum will 
not pass through the opening until the plate 
has been moved rearwardly, so that the open 
ing will register with the opening 44 in the 
compartment base 43. 
The casing 1 can be provided with a re 

movable cover 40, which may be secured 
thereto in any well known manner. 
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The operation is as follows:- 
fit is desired to purchase chewing gun or 

candy of the variety contained in compart 
ment 5, the handle 19, carrying therewith the 
slide 13, is moved laterally along the bar 18 
until the handle is in alignment with that 
particular compartment. The operator then 
inserts a coin which bridges the gap between 
the trip lever 31 and the lock 33 on the com 
partment 29 and upon operating the handle 
28 the frame 29 is moved rearwardly. . Car 
ried by the frame 29 is a cross bar 41 which, 
upon rearward movement of the frame 29, 
contacts with the ring 12 and this ring 12 in 
turn contacting with the flange 10 on the 
sliding plate 7, so that the slide 13 and plate 
7 are together moved rearwardly to receive 
chewing gum from the compartment. The 
chewing gum falls through the openings 11 
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and 12 and rests upon the plate 42. Upon 
reverse movement of the handle 28 the flange 
20 of the ring 12 forces the chewing gum 
forwardly and into the chute 21. 
From the foregoing it will be apparent 

that the device is simple in operation, that a 
single releasing slide 13 may be manipulated 
to align with any compartment wherein 
merchandise is to be released, and that the 
vendee may move the slide member 13 lat 
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erally in a selected manner under any com 
partment, he may elect and then, by the in 
sertion of a coin, release merchandise from 
that compartment. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is: 
1. A laterally slidable vending device hav 

ing also longitudinal movement, said device 
comprising a slide having a collar provided 
with a discharge opening. - 

2. A vending machine comprising a cas 
ing consisting of a plurality of compart 
ments, a guide bar in front of the casing, a 
slidable guide device mounted on said bar 
and projecting into the casing to be moved 
under the respective compartments, and a 
longitudinally movable releasing device car 
lied by the guide. - 

3. A vending machine, comprising a com 
partmental casing, a laterally sliding mem 
ber having a discharge opening therein, be 
neath the casing, and means for imparting 
longitudinal movement to the said member 
to discharge an article of merchandise. 

4. A vending machine, comprising a com 
partmental casing provided with an open 
ing, a plate slidable beneath the said open 
ing and having an aperture therein, a lat 
erally sliding member having a port therein. 
adapted to register with the aperture in the 
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olate, and means for imparting longitudinal S. 8. 

movement to the said member to discharge 
an article of merchandise. 

5. A vending machine, comprising a com 
partmental casing, a longitudinally sliding 
plate beneath the compartment, a laterally 
sliding member adapted to be brought into 
alignment with the said plate, and means 
for imparting longitudinal movement to the 
laterally sliding member to discharge an 
article of merchandise. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
MELVILLE B. BAIRD. 
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