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A multi-purpose garden tool (10) including a pair of blade assemblies (20)(20") wherein, each blade assembly (20) includes a
handle portion (21), a shank portion (22) and a contoured blade portion (23) wherein, the shank portions (22)(22") are pivotally
secured to one another as at (28); and, wherelin each of the contoured blade portions (23)(23") define one-half of a hollow frustro-
conical configuration and the rear edges (24)(24") of the blade portions (23)(23') and the interior faces of the shank portions (22)
(22') are sharpened to function as scissors.
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE
A multi-purpose garden tool {10) including a pair of blade assemblies
(20)(20°) wherein, each blade assembly (20) includes a handle portion (21), a shank
portion (22) and a contoured blade portion {(23) wherein, the shank portions (22)(22')

5 are pivotally secured to one another as at (28); and, wherein each of the contoured

blade portions {(23)}{(23') define one-half of a hollow frustro-conical configuration and
the rear edges (24)(24') of the blade portions {23)}(23') and the interior faces of the
shank portions (22) (22') are sharpened to function as scissors.
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"Muiti-Purpose Garden Tool"
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

Not applicable.
Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to the field of combination garden tools in general
and in particular to a combined dibbler, transplanter, pruner device for usage in a
garden, greenhouse and agricultural applications.
Description of Related Art

As can be seen by reference to the following U.S. Patent Nos. 5,904,1086;
074,077; 938,651; 4,082,048; 5,924,369, and 4,706,582, the prior art is replete with
myriad and diverse planting and dibbling devices.

While all of the aforementioned prior art constructions are more than adequate

for the basic purpose and function for which they have been specifically designed, they
are uniformly deficient with respect to their failure to provide a simple, efficient, and

practical combined garden tool that can be used to perform a variety of different
gardening tasks such as dibbling, transplanting and pruning.

As most gardeners are all too well aware, most gardening tasks require
specialized tools which leads to unnecessary clutter in their gardening sheds and the
increased likelihood that one or more of these specialized tools will become misplaced,
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lost or broken usually around the exact time that the tool is needed to perform a
particular chore.

As a consequence of the foregoing situation, there has existed a longstanding
need among gardeners for a new and improved combined gardening tool that can
perform the following tasks: dibbling, transplanting and pruning; and, the provision of
such a combined tool is the stated objective of the present invention.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Briefly stated, the combined gardening tool that forms the basis of the present
invention comprises in general a pair of specially contoured blade assemblies that are
pivotally connected together proximate their respective midpoints.

As will be explained in greater detail further on in the specification, each of the
blade assemblies has a handle portion, an intermediate shank portion, and a contoured
blade portion wherein, the contoured blade portion are mirror images of one
another and form the heart of the present invention in that they can function as a
pruner, a dibbler, and a transplanter. ‘

In addition, each of the blade portions define one-half of a hollow generally
frustro-conical configuration wherein, both the front and rear faces of each blade
portion has a vertical edge. Furthermore, the rear vertical edges are sharpened to
provide pruning blades and the front vertical edges diverge into upper angled edges
that form an upper notch in the front face of the garden tool when the blade portions
are joined together.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS
These and other attributes of the invention will become more clear upon a
thorough study of the following description of the best mode for carrying out the
Invention, particularly when reviewed in conjunction with the drawings, wherein:
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the multi-purpose gardening tool in use;
FIG. 2 is an isolated front perspective view of the combined gardening tool;
FIG. 3 is a rear perspective view of the gardening fool;
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the gardening tool used as a pruner; and
FIGS. 5A through 5D show the gardening tool used as both a dibbler and a
transplanter.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

As can be seen by reference to the drawings, and in particular to FIGS. 1 and
2, the multi-purpose gardening tool that forms the basis of the present invention is
designated by the reference number 10. The gardening tool comprises a pair of

5 contoured mirror image blade assemblies {20) (20°) wherein, each blade assembly
such as (20) includes an upper handle portion (21), an intermediate shank portion
(22) and a contoured blade portion {23) wherein, the shank portions {22) {(22') of each
blade assembly (20) (20') are pivotally connected to one another as at 28.
As can best be appreciated by reference to Figs. 2 through 4, each of the
10  contoured blade portions (23) (23') is a mirror image of the other wherein, each blade
portion such as {(23) has a contour that defines one-half of a generally hollow frustro-
conical configuration wherein, the lower end of the shank portions (22)(22') of each
blade assembly (20) is fixedly secured to the wide upper rear face of each blade
portion (23) and the abutting vertical rear edges (24/24') of each blade portion (23)
16  (23") as well as the abutting faces of the shank portions {22) (22') are sharpened {0 a
knife edge that will function as a pruner as depicted in Fig. 4.

Still referring to Figs 2 through 4, it can be seen that the front face each blade
portion (23)(23') has abutting vertical edges (25/25') extending upwardly from their
tapered lower ends wherein, the abutting edges (25/25') diverge toward the top of the

20 blade portions (23)(23') to form a notch (26) that will facilitate the pruning process.

Turning now to Figs. 5A through 5D, it can be seen that the multi-purpose
garden tool (10) may be employed both as a dibbler to punch holes in the soil, as well
as, a transplanter. When used as a dibbler, the blade portions (23)(23') can be joined
together to form a narrow dibble hole (200) as shown in Fig. 5C whereupon the blade

25 portions {23)(23') can be subsequently spread apart in a well recognized manner and
rotated into a generally cylindrical configuration.

Then when it is desired to transplant a young plant (100), the blade portions
(23)(23') are spread apart to pass downwardly on either side of the stem and root
system of the young plant (100) whereupon the blade portions (23){23') are pivoted

30 toward one another by the handle portions (21)(2lI') to captively engage and remove

the stem and root system of the young plant (100) from its seedling bed for transfer to
an enlarged dibble hole (200) as depicted in Figs. 5A through 5C.
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Although only an exemplary embodiment of the invention has been described in
detail above, those skilled in the art will readily appreciate that many modifications are
possible without materially departing from the novel teachings and advantages of this
invention. Accordingly, all such modifications are intended to be included within

5 the scope of this invention as defined in the following claims.

Having thereby described the subject matter of the present invention, it should
be apparent that many substitutions, modifications, and variations of the invention are
possible in light of the above teachings. It is therefore to be understood that the
invention as taught and described herein is only to be limited to the extent of the

10 breadth and scope of the appended claims.
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A multi-purpose garden tool adapted for pruning, dibbling and
transplanting wherein, the garden tool comprises a pair of blade
assemblies pivotally connected to one another wherein, each blade
assembly includes a shank portion, a handle portion attached to one
end of the shank portion, and a contoured blade portion attached to the
other end of the shank portion wherein, the shank portion, the handle
portion, and the contoured blade portion are generally aligned relative to
one another and wherein the blade portions are mirror images of one
another and each blade portion defines one-half of a hollow frustro-
conical configuration.

The garden tool as in claim 1; wherein, each shank portion has a lower
end and each blade portion has an upper end and front and rear faces
provided with vertical edges wherein, the lower end of the shank portion
IS secured to the upper end of the blade portion adjacent the rear
vertical edge.

The garden tool as in claim 2; wherein, the rear vertical edge of each
blade portion is sharpened.

The garden tool as in ¢claim 1; wherein, the front face of each blade
portion has an upper edge that is angled away from the vertical edge of
each front face wherein, the upper angled edges define a notch when
the front vertical edges are joined together.

The garden tool as in claim 1; wherein, each shank portion has a
vertical edge that is sharpened.

The garden tool as in claim 3; wherein, each shank portion has a
vertical edge that is sharpened.
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