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To all whom it may conce71. 
Be it known that I, GEORGE. M. FISKE, of 

Newton, in the county of Middlesex and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Bricks, of which the 
following is a specification. - 
This invention relates to bricks for build 

ing purposes; and it consists in producing a 
brick whose face, while being perfectly fin 
ished and possessing the “skin’ produced by 
pressure in molding, has the general appear 
ance of “split' stone, as below described, 
and illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a brick 
embodying my invention. 
tion showing portions of bricks embodying 
my invention in position in a brick wall. 
A represents the faces of the bricks, formed 

in imitation of what is known as “split’ 
stone, the other surfaces A' of the bricks be 
ing plain, as usual. 
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These bricks are formed while the clay is 
soft in a mold or die, in which is placed a 
plate or surface which is the reverse or in 
taglio of the split surface of stone. This plate 
or surface is formed by spreading plaster, 
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wax, or other suitable impressionable mate 
rial upon the split surface of a block of stone 
or other substance which can be split in imi 
tation of stone, and is, when set or hardened, 
inserted in the mold or die or is used as a 
pattern by which to make a similar plate or 
surface in some other material. The impres 
sion thus made upon the clay when the bricks 
are pressed into the mold or die is such that 
the face of the brick resembles a split sur 
face of stone. After the bricks are completed 
they can be used in building walls, &c., as 
shown in Fig. 2, with very pleasing effect, 

Fig. 2 is an eleva-. 

The sizes most used vary from two inches 
by two inches on the face to twelve inches 
by eighteen inches. 
I am aware that bricks have been produced 

in pairs and afterward split or fractured, 
thereby presenting a split surface. In my 
invention a genuine split or fractured sur 
face is what is desired to be avoided, as such 
a surface has no skin finish, and is conse 
quently pervious to moisture, while the Sur 
face or face of my brick has a perfect skin, 
as it is a molded surface, presenting the ap 
pearance only of a split or fractured surface. 
Moreover, when a pair of bricks are split 
apart the surfaces thus produced consist, 
necessarily, of projections and depressions, 
which are of course equal in extent, so that 
a wall built thereof presents an average and 
more or less the appearance of plainness 
that is, with neither projections nor depres 
sions-while the surface of my brick may be 
and in practice is wholly projecting, the ad 
vantage in point of beauty being apparent 
to any architect. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
As a new and improved article of manu 

facture, a brick for building purposes pro 
vided with a molded pressed face, as A, re 
sembling and in imitation of split stone, said 
face being by means of such molding and 
pressure provided with a skin surface, where 
by it is rendered practically impervious to 
water, substantially as set forth. 

GEORGE M. FISKE. 
Witnesses: 

HENRY W. WILLIAMS, 
J. M. HARTNETT, 
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