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1 claim. (C. 2-50). 

This invention relates generally to protective coverings 
for garments, and in particular has reference to a cover 
ing adapted to be applied about the neck of a wearer in 
protectively overlying relation to the portions of the gar 
ment at the shoulders and at the back of the neck, the 
device being designed especially for use while the wearer 
is receiving beauty treatments of various kinds. . . . . 

By way of background, it should be noted that a beauty 
operator is required to use many and varied liquids dur 
ing the performance of his or her work. For example, 
cold wave permanent waving lotions, rinses, hair tints, 
dyes, and shampoos all involve the use of liquids. Said 
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of a garment protector 

according to the present invention, as it appears when in 
use; 

Figure 2 is a sectional view, on an enlarged scale, taken 
Substantially on line 2-2 of Figure 1; - 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the garment protector, the 
scale being increased slightly above that of Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a rear elevational view of the protector on 
the same scale as Figure 3; and - 

Figure 5 is a sectional view substantially on line 5-5 
of Figure 3, on the same scale as Figure 3. - 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the garment protec 
tor constituting the present invention has been generally. 
designated 10, and is intended to be worn in the manner. 
shown in Figures 1 and 2, in protective relation to a gar 
ment such as the dress D. - . . . . - 

Considering its general configuration when viewed in 
plan as in Figure 3, the protector 10 may be appropri 
ately considered as having a generally semi-circular rear 
portion 11, and a front portion roughly semi-circular. in 
configuration, formed medially between its opposite sides 
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liquids often contain dyes, or chemicals of various types 
and in the performance of the operations, it is often diffi 
cult to prevent the liquids from running from the head 
along the customer's neck. As a result, it has been found 
that often, the liquids will impingeupon and soil the dress 
of the customer, often damaging the same beyond repair. 
- The main object of the present invention is to provide 
a garment protector designed particularly for obviating. 
the situation described above. To this end, the protector. 
according to the present invention is a very inexpensive, 
cape-like article, that is swiftly applicable about the 
wearer's neck, and that will both overlie and underlie the 
garment at the sides and back of the neck, so as to provide 
positive and complete protection for the garment against 
liquids that may otherwise tend to impinge upon the same. 

... Another object is to incorporate in the protector liquid 
proof members that will respectively overlie and underlie 
the garment at the sides and back. of the wearer's neck, 
with said liquid-proof members being associated with a 
liquid-absorbent member that underlies the inner one of 
the liquid-proof members, in direct contact with the 
wearer's skin. Said absorbent member is thus designed 
and located to be in the direct path of liquids running 
down the neck, so that said liquids will be blotted up 
instantly as they impinge upon the absorbent member. 

Another object is to so design the absorbent member 
that it will be readily removable, and of washable mate 
rial, so that a clean absorbent piece can be attached to 
the liquid-proof pieces where the protector is of the type 
intended for reuse. This promotes sanitation, and com 
pletely avoids any objections which the customer might 
have in respect to having the material of the protector in 
direct contact with her skin if the customer feels that the 
protector has been previously used by other customers. : 
Another object is to provide an article of the character 

stated which will produce a liquid-proof covering in pro 
tective relation both to the outer and inner surfaces of the 
garment, and which will at the same time produce a 
liquid-absorbent layer between the inner portion of the 
covering and the wearer's skin, in direct position to absorb 
any liquids that may drip during the performance of the 
beauty operation. 
i.Other objects. will appear. from the following descrip 

tion, the claim appended thereto, and from the annexed 
drawing in which like reference characters designate like 
parts throughout the several views and wherein: 
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onto the dress D. . . 

with a neck opening 12 communicating with a shallowly 
V-shaped, forwardly opening recess 13 through the pro 
vision of a narrow entranceway or throat 14. This de 
fines oppositely but identically formed wings 15 at oppo 
site sides of neck opening 12, adapted to overlie the 
shoulders of the wearer and extend downwardly for 
wardly from the shoulders a short distance, said wings 
merging at their rear portions into the opposite side: por 
tions of the semi-circular. rear part 11 of the device. 
Thus, when the device is worn, the wearer's neck extends 
through the opening 12, with the wings 15 overlying the 
shoulders of the wearer's garment at opposite sides of 
the neck, and extending downwardly a short distance at 
the front of the garment. The semi-circular rear part 
11 protects the back of the dress in overlying relation 
thereto from the shoulders downwardly a suitable, dis 
tance. This insures that any liquids dropping from the 
hair or from the vicinity immediately to the side and 
back of the head will drop onto the protector rather than 

The protector includes an outer panel formed of a 
thin, liquid-proof material such as a transparent, flexible 
plastic, sheet. The back panel has been designated at 
17, and comprises a single piece of material shaped to 
provide, in said single piece, the semi-circular rear part 
11 and the identical but oppositely formed wings 15 de 
fining between them the neck opening 12. 
The outside panel 17, over the full length of the edge 

of the neck opening 12, is connected integrally, by a 
connecting, neck-encircling portion 18, ... to an inner 
panel 16. 
The inner panel 16 is also of a liquid-proof, flexible, 

sheet material such as a thin, transparent, sheet plastic. 
The inside panel 16 is smaller in area than the panel 

17, having a rear part 19 the back edge of which is 
bowed rearwardly and is offset inwardly from the back. 
edge of the rear part of the outer panel 17. The side 
and forward edges, however, which are continuations of 
the curved back edge of the rear part 19, extend into 
full registration with the corresponding edges of the outer 
panel 17. v. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

In underlying relation to the inner panel 16 is an ab 
sorption panel 20. This is formed of a liquid-absorbent, 
rather than a liquid-proof material. When the device is, 
in use, it is in direct contact with the user's skin. Any 
liquid running down one's neck, and tending to enter the 
neck opening of the garment protector, will travel to the 
absorption panel, and will be immediately absorbed. 
The absorption panel is intended for a single use, and 

is segmentally shaped, having a forwardly opening recess 
registering with the rear part of the edge of the neck. 
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opening. The absorption panel extends laterally and 
rearwardly from the neck opening, with its back edge 
in registration with the back edge of the rear part 19 of 
the inner panel 16. 
The absorption panel is removably connected to the 

inner panel, through the provision of gripper fasteners 
22. These may be spaced about the periphery of the 
absorption panel in the manner shown to particular ad 
vantage in Figure 3. The spacing and number of said 
gripper fasteners could of course be varied in different 
commercial embodiments of the invention. 

Laws prescribing sanitation rules for beauty shops and 
similar establishments uniformly provide for the use of 
a clean, fresh material next to the skin of a customer. 
In the illustrated embodiment, the removable, absorption 
panel 20 is not thrown away after its single use, but rather, 
is adapted to be laundered after use by a single customer. 
In other words, for each customer, one would attach a 
clean absorption panel, which could be made of an ab 
sorbent fabric such as cotton, the panel being swiftly at 
tached to the underside of the inner panel 16. Then, 
when the garment protector is removed, the absorption 
panel is detached, and is placed with other similar soiled 
articles to be laundered. ... . 

In use of the article, the beauty operator merely posi 
tions the article about the neck of the wearer, folding 
under the inner panel together with the absorbent panel 
connected thereto, so that the inner panel and the absorp 
tion panel will extend between the dress D and the skin 
of the wearer. The outer panel is disposed exteriorly of 
the dress, as will be seen from Figures 1 and 2. 
The absorption panel thus extends completely about 

the sides and back of the wearer's neck, in direct contact 
with the skin, so that any liquid trickling down the neck 
will be caused to impinge against the absorption panel 
and be immediately absorbed. The absorption panel, it 
will be noted, does not extend fully to the front of the 
neck opening, but in practice, this has not been found 
necessary. In various commercial embodiments, how 
ever, it is possible that the construction might be varied 
in this or in other ways. 
Such liquid as is absorbed by the absorption panel may 

permeate the full thickness of said panel, of course. 
However, it will be prevented from impinging against 
the material of the dress D by the liquid-proof inner pan 
el 16, which extends between the absorption paneland 
the inner surface of the dress. Meanwhile any liquid 
dropping exteriorly of the dress will fall or to the outer 
panel 17, again to be kept completely out of lontact with 
the dress material. 
On completion of the beauty operation, the device is 

Swiftly removed, and the absorption panel is detached, to 
be replaced by a fresh absorption panel for the next pa 
tron. 

It is believed apparent that the invention is not neces 
sarily confined to the specific use or uses thereof de 
scribed above since it may be utilized for any purpose to 
which it may be suited. Nor is the invention to be nec 
essarily limited to the specific construction illustrated and 
described, since such construction is only intended to be 
illustrative of the principles it being considered that the 
invention comprehends any minor change in construction 
that may be permitted within the scope of the appended 
claim. 
What is claimed is: 
A protective covering for garments for use particu 

larly in beauty salons, said protector being a cape-like 
article designed to extend about the wearer's neck in po 
sition both underlying and overlying the wearer's garment 
at the sides and back of the neck, said protector com 
prising: an outer panel formed of thin, liquid-proof, 
transparent, flexible plastic material, said outer panel 
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4. 
being shaped from a single piece of said material to 
provide, in said single piece, a generally semicircular 
rear part intended to overlie the back portion of the 
wearer's garment and a roughly-semicircular front part 
formed medially between its opposite sides with a neck 
opening of approximately oval shape communicating with 
a shallowly V-shaped, forwardly-opening recess through 
the provision of a narrow throat, thus to define in said 
front part a pair of oppositely but identically formed 
wings located at opposite sides of the neck opening and 
adapted to overlie the wearer's shoulders in positions 
extending downwardly forwardly from the shoulders, 
said wings merging at their rear portions into the op 
posite side portions of said rear part of the outer panel, 
whereby liquids dropping from the hair and from the 
vicinity immediately to the sides and back of the head 
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will drop onto said outer panel; an inner panel formed 
of the same material as the outer panel, said inner panel 
being smaller in area than the outer panel and having a 
rear part the back edge of which is moved rearwardly and 
is offset forwardly from the back edge of the rear part 
of the outer panel, said inner panel having side and for 
ward edges constituting continuations of the curved back 
edge of the rear part thereof, the side and forward edges 
of the inner panel being disposed in full registration with 
the corresponding edges of the outer panel; a neck 
encircling connecting portion integral with the outer and 
inner panels, said connecting portion extending over the 
full length of the edge of the neck opening, whereby said 
outer and inner panels may be disposed in overlying and 
underlying relation, respectively, to the shoulder and 
back areas of the wearer's garment, in positions protec 
tively embracing the neck of said garment; an absorption 
panel formed of a liquid-absorbent material, said absorp 
tion panel being intended for a single use while the outer 
and inner panels are adapted for repeated usages thereof, 
the absorption panel being segmentally shaped and hav 
ing a forwardly-opening recess registering with the rear 
part of the edge of the neck opening, the absorption panel 
extending laterally rearwardly from the neck opening with 
its back edge in registration with the back edge of the 
rear part of the inner panel; and a plurality of gripper 
fasteners removably connecting the absorption panel to 
the inner panel, said absorption panel being connected by 
said gripper fasteners solely to the inner panel, in a posi 
tion overlying that surface of the inner panel that faces 
away from the outer panel, thus to dispose the absorp 
tion panel between the inner panel and the wearer's body 
when the inner panel is in underlying relation to the 
wearer's garment, said gripper fasteners being spaced 
about the periphery of the absorption panel with two of 
said fasteners being disposed at opposite ends of the re 
cess of the absorption panel, a third gripper fastener 
being disposed medially between the first two gripper 
fasteners along the edge of the recess, fourth and fifth 
gripper fasteners being disposed at opposite ends of the 
back edge of the absorption panel, and a sixth fastener 
being disposed along said back. edge of the absorption 
panel medially between the fourth and fifth fasteners, 
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