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The invention relates to an animated ad 
vertising device, as described in the pres 
ent specification and illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings that form part of the 

5 Sahe. 
The invention consists essentially of the 

novel features of construction pointed out 
in the claim for novelty following a descrip 
tion containing an explanation in detail of 

10 an acceptable form of the invention. 
The objects of the invention are to attract 

the attention of the public by means of con 
tinuously moving pictures, as it is well 
known in the field of advertising that to 

15 have some part of the advertisement in mo 
tion, whether it is in the operation of lights 
or some other moving part the public will 
naturally center their attention on the sign; 
to adapt to advertising purposes a particu 

20 iar form of moving pictures whereby the 
subject matter of the advertising may be 
prepared by hand and therefore be directed 
to the special interest of the advertiser; to 
facilitate the operation of this peculiar form 

25 of advertising and furnish a simple and in 
expensive mechanism to accomplish the ex 
hibit of the advertising matter; and gen 
erally to provide an efficient, display that 
will have the effect of arresting the public 

80 in the midst of its occupations and divert 
ing its attention to the announcement illus 
trated on the sign. 

In the drawings Figure i is a side ele 
yatoll of the sign, supports therefor pro 
jecting and feeding mechanism in section. 

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the ad 
vertising sheet showing the form that the 
advertising takes and projecting it on to the 
sheet containing advertising matter. 

Figure 3 is a rear elevation of the device. 
Figure 4 is a detail of an endless silhou 

ette. 
Like numerals of reference indicate cor 

responding parts in the various figures. 
45. Referring to the drawings, the numeral 

i0 indicates the sheet on which the projec 
tion is made and this sheet is contained or 
Secured to a frame 11, the said sheet being 
made of heavy canvas, suitably treated to 

50 make it translucent for the purposes of the 
invention, or the sheet may also be made of 
ground glass or like material of a trans 
lucent nature. 
The frame 11 is supported in a permanent, 

public, position by props, struts and braces 
indicated generally by the numeral 12, and 
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from this frame a shelf 13 is Supported by 
the posts 14, at the requisite distance behind 
the sheet 10 for the operation of the project 
ing machine 15. 1 
The projecting machine 15 is inclosed in 

a casing 16 adapted to contain all the acces 
sory mechanism connected with the opera 
tion of the projector, and in the front an 
opening 7 is shown for the lens cylinder 
18 of the machine. This opening 17 being 
preferably through the recessed wall 19, so 
as to afford protection for the projector 
The casing 16 extends rearwardly behind 

the projector 15 to afford space for the feed 
drum 20, the latter having the spiral pas 
Sages 21 extending from end to end for the 
endless film 22. 
The film extends around the drum 20 many 

times in the passages 21 so as to provide : 
considerable diversity in the exhibit, and 
extends from said drum over the rollers 23 
and 24, and from the projector and over the 
'oilers 25 and 26 back to the drun. 
The drum is mounted on the shaft 27 jour 

nailed in the casing 16 and on this shaft a 
gear wheei 28 is mounted, and this gear 
wheel coacts with the intermediate gear 
wheel 29 which is operated by the motor 30 
through the gear wheel 31 on the motor 
shaft, and these gear wheels are so propor 
tioned as to insure the proper speed for the 
operation of the picture. 
The film is as explained of endless belt 

form and is made from drawings by an artist 
depicting solely and only the many move 
ments of silhouette figures indicated on the 
drawings by the numeral 32. This silhou 
ette may be in black and white or it may be 
in colours, but the feature so far as this 
invention is concerned is the solid colour 
figures against a white background, that 
may be seen for a great distance in all their 
movements, which is particularly effective in 
outdoor sign work, and so far as can be 
ascertained it has not been known to use 
solid colour figures in motion for advertis 
ing purposes, which is fundamental in this 
invention. 
The motor 30 is also shown as contained 

within the casing 16 and is wired up to a 
battery or to a connection from a central 
power station as found convenient according 
to the conditions of use. 
Another feature of the invention is that 

of a time clock, which in itself is not novel 
in the breaking and closing of electric cir 
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cuits, that is to say, the operation of the 
switches, but the time clock in this invention 
indicated by the numeral 33 is also enclosed 
in the casing 16 and is wired to the switch 
34 in the circuit 35 connecting the motor 
30 to the power, and this time clock by 
means of conventional mechanism closes this 
circuit at the time desired, say for example 
at eight o'clock in the evening, and breaks 
the circuit say at midnight, giving four 
hours operation to the sign, or as many hours 
as may be desired. 
This feature of the invention is extremely 

important for the very good reason that 
where there are many hundreds of these 
signs employed, their operation is automatic 
throughout, and all they need is just the 
ordinary attention to see that all the parts 
are in repair and that the proper silhouettes 
are installed to conform to the goods or 
events advertised, and it may be pointed out 
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in this direction that on the sheet itself the 
usual plan of announcement in this invention 
is to have permanent advertising matter 
printed on the sheet indicated by the num 
eral 36, most of this being eclipsed on the 
showing of the pictures, but in all the de 
signing and planning of the sign, such de 
tails will largely concern the sign maker and 
this invention is more particularly directed 
to the use of the endless film containing sil 
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houettes in their various positions to depict . 
moving figures, and consequently the inven 
tion will also include the parts that are 
accessory to this effect, and while it is 
acknowledged that moving pictures have 
been to a very considerable extent used for 
making announcements as may 
any picture house and further have been 
used in small advertising devices it has not 
been known to use solid colour figures dis 
tinguishable from a great distance in endless 
film form and automatically regulated to 
show at particular determined periods. 
What claim is:- 
An animated advertising device compris 

ing a screen casing having a front and rear 
exposure to the open air and a removable 
screen therein containing suitable lettering, 
a frame in scantling form supporting said 
screen casing at one end and having a shelf 
at the other end supported on posts and 
having a casing thereon containing a pro 
jecting machine and a helical drum forming 
the film feed with suitable driving power 
therewith, said projecting machine adapted 
to project the films across the open space 
on to the screen in said screen casing. 
Signed at Montreal, Canada, this 23rd 

day of March 1925. 
WILLIAM GORDON GOULD. 
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