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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PERCY E. WHITE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Mansfield, county of Bristol, State of Mas 
sachusetts, have invented a certain new and 
useful Improvement in Boxes, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had therein to the accompanying drawings. 
The invention relates to an improvement 

in boxes, more particularly boxes of the 
character which are commonly used as filing. 
cases for pamphlets or for loose papers 
where the box is stood on end like a letter 
file box. The object of the present inven 
tion is to provide a box which has a front 
opening with a closure member which is 
composed of a plurality of panel sections 
hingedly connected together and which is 
flexibly connected at one edge to the box in 
such manner that it may slide back into the 
interior of the box alongside of one Wall of 
the box in order to open the box, and which 
may be pulled part Way out, far enough to 
be turned on One of its hinge lines to close 
the front opening in the box and to be 
turned on another hinge line to permit its 
end panel section to be engaged with the op 
posite side of the box from that to which 
the closure member is flexibly connected. 
The box is preferably made of paste board, 
although it is not limited to the use of that 
or any other particular material. 
The invention will be fully understood 

when taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings and the novel features 
thereof will be pointed out and clearly de 
fined in the claims at the close of this specifi 
cation. . . . . . . . . . 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a box embodying the invention, 
showing the box closed. 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal 
of Fig. 1. 

Fi 
Fig. 2 partly broken away. . . 

Fig. 4 is a vertical section on line 4-4 of 
Fig. 2, partly broken away. 

Fig. 5 is a section on the same line as Fig. 
2 but showing the box open, the closure 
member being moved back into the interior. 
of the box. - • ????? 

Fig. 6 is a horizontal section of the box 

section on line 2-2 
s . . . box across the front so that the entire com 

g. 3 is a vertical section on line 3-3 of 

showing a modification of the invention in 
which the closure member is bowed out 
Wardly giving the appearance. of the back 
of a book. . . . . . 

Referring now to the drawings, the box 
has a top 1, sides 2, 3, bottom 4 and back 5. 
Secured to the inner face of the bottom 
panel 4 of the box is a false bottom 6 slightly 
narrower than the inside face of the bottom 
panel 4 of the box, thus forming a narrow 
groove 15 between one side edge of the 
said false bottom 6 and the side panel 3. 
There is also a false top 14 secured to the 
inside face of the top panel 1, corresponding 
in shape with the false bottom 6 and form 
ing a narrow groove 25 between the edge of 
said false top 14 and the said side panel 3. 
The closure member for the front of the 

box is slidable and is composed of sections 
hinged together on their vertical edges in 
Such manner that when the front is closed 
there will be on each side edge of the panel 
which extends across the front, a section 
which projects. into the interior of the box 
along the face of the side wall. In the form 
of construction shown in Figs. 1 to 5 in 
clusive this closure member consists of three 
Sections 7, 8, 9 flexibly joined together so as 
to form a hinged joint as, for instance, by 
cloth connections 10, 10. The cloth may 
cover the entire faces of all of the closure 
member panels. 

. The groove 15 in the bottom interior of 
the box between said false bottom 6 and the 
side 3, and the corresponding groove 25 
between the false top 14 and the side 3 are 
of sufficient width to just form a sliding fit 
for the panel Sections 7.8, 9 when brought 
into allinement with each other to slide back 
into said groove as shown in Fig. 5. The 
depth of the box from front to rear should 
be somewhat greater than the width of the 

bined sections 7, 8, 9 when brought into one 
plane may slide entirely inside of the box. 
When the combined closure sections are 
drawn out to close the box, they should be 
drawn out far enough so that the sections 8, 
9 will both be withdrawn entirely out of the 
groove so that they may be turned at right 
angles to the inner end section 7, and then 
the outer end section 9 may be turned in at 

55 

60 

70 

75 

SO 

85 

90 

95 

OO 



right angles to the section S so that it may be 
entered in grooves 16 at the opposite side of 
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the box from the groove 15, formed by cut 
ting away a portion at the front left hand 
corner of the false bottom 6 and false top 14, 
while the intermediate section S extends 
across the entire front of the box and the 
lear end section 7 lies entirely within its 
grooved ways. The grooves 16 do not need 
to extend in farther than sufficient to admit 
the section 7, and preferably they have a 
faring entrance. 
The hinge connections 10 at each end of 

the section S should come just at the corners 
of the front of the box. The rear end of the 
interior section 7 is flexibly connected with 
the rear end of the box as for instance by 
tapes 11, one end of which is connected with 
a section 7 and the other of which is secured 
to the 'ear Wall 5 of the box. These tapes 
should be long enough to permit the slidable 
panel sections to be moved from the rear 
most position within the box as shown in 
Fig. 5 into the closure position shown in 
Fig. 2. When all three sections 7, 8, 9 are 
moved back into the box, the said flexible 
connections 11, 11 collapse as shown in 
Fig. 5. 
The front ends 27 and 17 of the false top 

and false bottom do not extend (uite to the 
front edge of the real top and bottom 1, 4 
So that when the box is closed by the closure 
section S extending cross-wise of the front 
of the box, the front edges 17, 27 of said 
false bottom and false top will form stops 
to prevent the said closure panel member 8 
from being pushed in Ward broadside. Pref 
erably also the slots 16 should extend in 
only fal' enough for the full admission of 
the flap section 7 so that the inner ends 1S 
of the slots 16 form a stop against which 
the inner edge of the section 9 will abut 
when the box is closed, thus aiding to take 
off the strain of any pressure from the out 
side against the section 8. 

It will thus be seen that when closed the 
wing or flap 9 forms a lock and also forms 
a tighter joint at the corner of the box than 
Would be the case if the closure member 
stopped with the section S and the edge of 
the section 8 were fastened to the side 2 by 
a catch. 

Preferably at the junction of the sections 
8 and 9 there is provided a tab 19 whereby 
section 9 may be pulled out of its locking po 
sition when it is desired to open the box. 
The two sections 9, 8 will then be Syung 
around into the same plane as the section 7 
and the three sections 7, 8, 9 will then be 
pushed back in the grooved ways, as shown 
in Fig. 5. Preferably there is a tab 20 at the 
edge of section 9 which, when the box is 
Open, projects outside as shown in Fig. 5, so 
that the sections, 7, 8, 9 may all be pulled 
outward when it is desired to close the box. 

1,219,610 

These tabs will not interfere with the slid 
ing back of the Several sections within their 
groove ways. 

In the modification shown in Fig. 6, the 
front closure portion is composed of a plu 
rality of narrow sectionshinged together S, 
8', S', 8', S', so as to form an outwardly 
curved front similar to the back of a book. 
In each case the top and bottom, both false 
and real, should be formed with a swelled 
front end 26 corresponding with the curve 
desired to be given to the front of the box. 
While I have described the invention as 

applied to a box having an open front pro 
vided with a vertical closuremember, it is 
obvious that the same box may be stood up 
on any one of the closed sides or ends, so 
that for instance, the open side with the 
closure member would be at the top, instead 
of at the front side, and I intend the claims 
to cover the box whatever position it ma. 
occupy. I have used the terms top, bottom, 
sides, front and back, for convenience in de 
scribing the box standing in the position 
shown in the drawings. 
What I claim is: 
1. A box having a disappearing closure 

for the open side, said closure member hay 
ing two opposite side wings one of which 
When the box is closed fits within the box 
against the inner face of one of the side walls 
and the other of which wings fits within the 
box against the inner face of the opposite 
side Wall, Said Wings both being hingedly 
connected with said closure member and be 
ing adapted to be brought into alinement, 
With each other, said closure member and 
Wings when thus brought into a linement 
leing slidable back into the interior of the 
box alongside of the inner face of one of 
said side walls. 

2. A box having a disappearing closure 
for the open side, said closure member hav 
ing two opposite side wings one of which 
when the box is closed fits within the box 
against the inner face of one of the side 
walls and the other of which wings fits 
within the box against the inner face of the 
opposite side wall, said wings both being 
hingedly connected with said closure mem 
ber and being adapted to be brought into 
„alinement with each other, said closure mem 
bel and Wings when thus brought into aline 
lment being slidable back into the interior of 
the box along side of the inner face of one 
of Said side walls, guide ways for said com 
bined closure member and wings where they 
slide into the interior of the box, and a 
guide Way at the opposite side of the box to 
receive the wing which engages with the said 
opposite side when the box is closed. 

3. A box having a disappearing front 
closure, said closure member having two op 
posite side wings one of which when the 
box is closed fits within the box against the 
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inner face of one of the side walls and the 
other of which wings fits within the box 
against the inner face of the opposite side 
Wall, said wings both being hingedly con 
nected with said closure member and being 
adapted to be brought into alinement with 
each other, said closure member and Wings 
when thus brought into a linement being slid 
able back into the interior of the box along 
side of the front face of one of said side 
walls, guide ways for said combined closure 
member and wings where they slide into 
the interior of the box, and a guide Way at 
the opposite side of the box to receive the 
wing which engages with the said opposite 
side when the box is closed, and a flexible 
connection between the inner edge of the 
rearmost wing and the back part of the box 
which serves as a stop to limit the outward 
movement of said closure members and 
which is collapsible to permit the inward 
movement of said closure member. 

4. A box having a closed top, bottom, two 
sides and back, and an open front, and hav 
ing a closure member for the front consist 
ing of at least three Sections flexibly con 
nected together, said sections being slidable 
into the interior of the box along one of the 
sides thereof to open the front, and being 
slidable outward to bring at least two of the 
sections to the outside leaving one of the 
sections extending within the box along the 
same side and permitting the outer end Sec 
tion to be folded back inside of the opposite 
side of the box, and permit the intermediate 
section to extend across the front of the box. 

5. A box having a closed top, bottom, two 
sides and back, and an open front, and hav 
ing a closure member for the front consist 
ing of at l?ast three sections flexibly con 
nected together, the intermediate portion of 
said combined sections being adapted to close 
the front of the box, the section on one side 
of said intermediate member forming a Wing, 
a flexible connection between said wing and 
the interior of the box on one side, and the 
section on the other side of said intermediate 
section forming a wing which is adapted to 
enter the box along the other side, and all of 
said sections being adapted to be turned 
into the same plane and moved back into the 
interior of the box along one of the sides 
thereof. 

6. A box having a closed top, bottom, two 
sides and back, and an open front, and hav 
ing a closure member for the front consist 
ing of at least three sections flexibly con 
nected together, the top and bottom having a 
grooved way along one of the sides to receive 
all of said closure Sections entirely within 
the box, a flexible connection between the 
innermost one of said closure sections and 
the back side of the interior of the box, said 
combined closure members being slidable in 
said ways so that they may be moved out 

far enough for the intermediate section to 
extend across the open front of the box and 
close the same while the rearmost section 
remains inside of the box and for the outeur 
most section to form a locking Wing which 
is inserted into the interior of the box along 
side of the opposite side wall. 

7. A box having a closed top, bottom, two 
sides and back, and an open front, and hav 
ing a closure member for the front consist 
ing of at least three sections flexibly con 
nected together, the intermediate one of Said 
sections being adapted to extend across the 
open front of the box, one of the side wing 
member's being flexibly connected to adapt 
it to be bent at light angles to said inter 
mediate member to be inserted into the in 
terior of the box against the inner face of 
one of the side walls while the opposite side 
wing member is similarly connected to fit 
within the interior of the box against the 
other side wall, said flexible connections per 
mitting said intermediate member and said 
side Wings to be turned into the salme plane 
in alinement with each other, and guides 
which form a way along side of the inner 
face of one of said side walls to permit said 
intermediate member and the side wings to 
be moved back into the interior of the box 
at one of the sides. 

8. Abox having a closed top, bottom, two 
sides and back, and an open front, and hav 
ing a closure member for the front consist 
ing of at least three sections flexibly con 
nected together, a false top and a false bot 
tom for the box slightly narrower than the 
real top and bottom thereby forming a 
groove at the top and bottom adjacent one 
of the side walls, said grooves forming Ways 
to receive all of said closure members en 
tirely within the box, said closure members 
being slidable outward to permit the inter 
mediate member to be folded across the said 
open front, and the said outer wing Section 
being foldable with relation to the interme 
diate section to permit it to fit into the in 
terior of the box adjacent the opposite side 
from said grooved side while the rear wing 
section remains in the interior of the box 
alongside of the first side wall. 

9. A box having a closed top, bottom, two 
sides and a back, and an open front, and 
having a closure member for the front con 
sisting of atleast three sections flexibly con 
nected together, a false top and a false bot 
tom for the box slightly narrower than the 
real top and bottom thereby forming a 
groove at the top and bottom adjacent one 
of the side walls, said grooves forming Ways 
to receive all of said closure members en 
tirely within the box, said closure members 
being slidable to permit said intermediate 
member to be folded across the said open 
front, the outer wing section being foidable 
with relation to the intermediate section to 

70 

75 

39 

35 

90) 

95 

100 

05 

110 

15 

120 

SO 



14. 1,219,610 

permit it to be inserted into the interior of front end to form a seat for the intermediate 10 
the box at the opposite side from said Section when it is closed. 
grooved side, the said false top and bottom In testimony whereof affix my signature, 
being slotted inward from the end to permit in presence of two witnesses. 
insertion of said locking Wing, along the side PERCY E. WHITE 
edge against which said locking Wing is e 
turned in, while the rear Wing section re- Witnesses: 
mains within the first grooved ways, said WILLIAMI A. COPELAND, 
false top and bottom being shortened at the LUCY F. CoPELAND. 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 

Washington, D. C.” 


