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(7) ABSTRACT

Method for configuring the operating mode of an optical
detector, by recognition, following an emission in a first
operating mode M1, by means of the receiving system. The
latter then confirms the detector in the first operating mode
or switches it over into a second operating mode M2
according to whether there is recognition of the first mode.
Automatic validation or validation carried out by the opera-
tor confirms the recognized operating mode.

Application to multimode optical detectors able to operate in
barrier, reflex, proximity, background suppression proximity
mode.

10 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD FOR SELECTING THE
OPERATION OF AN OPTICAL DETECTOR
AND MULTIMODE OPTICAL DETECTOR

The present invention relates to a method for selecting
the operation of an optical detector comprising an emitting
system and a receiving system, the latter being provided
with at least a photoreceptor component able to deliver a
receipt signal significative of the presence or of the distance
of an object on the path of an emitted beam.

Such optical detectors are well known. When they oper-
ate by detecting the interruption of an emitted light flux by
the object to be detected, they belong to a first class of
detectors: barrier, non-polarized reflex or polarized reflex
detectors. It is important to note that subsequently, the term
“reflex” will qualify both a non-polarized reflex detector and
a polarized reflex detector. In the case of barrier operation,
the detector does not comprise any emitting system and an
external light source must be aligned with the axis of the
photoreceptor component. In the case of reflex operation, the
detector comprises an emitting system, the axis of which is
next to that of the photoreceptor component, whereas a
reflector must be aligned with the emission axis in order to
send a reflected beam back to the component.

When optical detectors use diffused reflection of the
beam transmitted by their emitting system on the object to
be detected, they belong to a second class of cells either
utilizing a measure of energy in a so-called “proximity”
sub-class, or a measure of the displacement of the light spot
received by the photoreceptor component, by a triangulation
effect, in a so-called “background suppression proximity”
sub-class.

EP 923 140 describes an optical cell provided with a
unique photoreceptor component, configurable so as to be
able to operate in reflex mode or in proximity mode, in
response to voluntary selection. In certain cases, it is found
desirable to obtain such a configuration semi-automatically
or automatically.

The object of the invention is to enable an optical
detector to operate in at least two operating modes selected
from barrier, reflex, proximity, or background suppression
proximity modes, by letting it place itself in the appropriate
mode according to the environment which it sees.

According to the invention, the detector is configurable
in order to be activated, either in a first operating mode with
beam interruption of the barrier or reflex type, or in a second
operating mode with diffused reflection of the proximity or
background suppression proximity type, the detector is
initially activated in the first operating mode (by its emitting
system and its receiving system), and the receiving system
performs a recognition of the first mode, and then the
receiving system and optionally the emitting system of the
detector, are confirmed in the first operating mode or
switched over into the second operating mode according to
whether there is recognition of the first mode. Confirmation
in the first mode or switching over to the second mode, is
dependent on a validation which may be automatic or
preferably results from an operator maneuver. The detector
is thus able to self-determine its operating mode sequen-
tially.

When the detector has been configured in the second
operating mode, it may be desired that it places itself in an
appropriate sub-mode automatically. For this purpose, the
receiving system measures the background distance and then
according to the measured distance, puts itself into the
“proximity” state (with determination of the energy of the
received beam with respect to a threshold) or into the
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“background suppression proximity” state (with processing
of the position of the received beam).

The invention also relates to a multimode optical detector
comprising detection and configuration hardware and soft-
ware means, able to generate the described configuration.

Description will be made of a non-limiting embodiment
of the invention hereafter, with reference to the appended
drawings.

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a multimode optical
detector and its different possibilities of use.

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates a component which may
be used in the detector of FIG. 1, in two distinct operating
modes.

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates a diagram illustrating the
method according to the invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating the sequence of the
method for implementing the detector according to the
invention in a quadrimode embodiment.

The multimode optical detector of FIG. 1 comprises a
emitting system 10 provided with an electronic circuit 11,
associated software means and a photo-emitting unit 12 in
order to emit an emission beam E. It also comprises a
receiving system 13 for utilizing a received beam R1 or R2,
provided with a photoreceptor unit 14 with axis X, with an
electronic processing circuit 15 and associated software
means.

Two operating modes implement a preliminary align-
ment operation: a barrier mode B, wherein beam R1 is
derived from an external light source 16, with the proviso
that this source is properly aligned, the beam being occulted
when an object O is interposed on the receiving axis X. And
a reflex mode R, wherein the beam R1 is derived from the
internal light source formed by unit 12, after reflection on a
reflector 17, with the proviso that this reflector is properly
aligned. The beam is once again occulted there when an
object is interposed on axis X, and circuit 15 switches an
output of the detector according to this occultation.

Other operating modes do not require any alignment on
a reflector or an emitter and they utilize the diffused reflec-
tion of light on the object, in a “proximity” mode P, or a
“background suppression proximity” mode S. Object O
sends back a beam R2 which produces a light spot on the
component. In the proximity mode P, the electronic circuit
15 processes the spot intensity change in order to detect the
object. In the background suppression proximity mode S, the
inclination of the reflected beam is utilized in triangulation
and it is the change in the spot’s position on the photore-
ceptor unit 14 which is utilized.

The detector comprises detection and configuration soft-
ware and hardware means 18 which are associated with the
emitting 10 and receiving 13 systems.

On the one hand, means 18 configure the emitting system
10 according to the desired operating mode; no emission in
barrier mode B (state 10B) as an external source is then
active, emission in a first wavelength in reflex mode R (state
10R), emission in the first wavelength or in a second
wavelength in proximity mode P or background suppression
proximity mode S (state 10P/S). On the other hand, means
18 configure the receiving system 13 depending on the
desired operating mode: state 13B/R in barrier mode B and
reflex mode R, state 13P in proximity mode P and state 13S
in background suppression proximity mode S.

In order to better understand the configuration of the
receiving system 13, an example of a photoreceptor com-
ponent 14 suitable for implementing the invention, is illus-
trated in FIG. 2. This component has two areas, one 144 is
activated in barrier B and reflex R operating modes and the
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other one 14b activated in proximity P or background
suppression proximity S operating modes. In the P and S
modes, area 14a may also remain activated. The component
may thus have several areas or output channels activated by
circuit 15 depending on the selected mode and utilized by
this circuit. As a component 14, two neighboring photore-
ceptor components may also be used, for example by
juxtaposing two appropriate components, for example a
photodiode for area 14a, activated in B or A mode and a PSD
(“position sensing device”) component for arca 14b, acti-
vated in P or S mode. It should be reminded that a PDS
component operates with amplification of its output quan-
tities and comparison of amplified quantities.

The detection and configuration software and hardware
means 18 comprise a microcontroller or any other logical
unit able to process and evaluate the receiving signal Sa in
order to generate through comparison with one or several
thresholds Sax, a recognition signal, i.e. a signal SA signifi-
cative of receipt corresponding to a first operating mode or
not corresponding to this first mode. According to the state
of the recognition signal, the microcontroller switches the
receiving system 13, and optionally the emitting system 10
over to a state corresponding to the first or the second
operating mode.

FIG. 3 explains the method. The emitting 10 and receiv-
ing system 13 of the detector are initially put into state 10B
or 10R and 13B/R corresponding to the first operating mode
M1 (B or R mode). The detection and configuration means
18 detect whether the level of the received signal Sa is
greater than a threshold (receipt significative of the first
mode) or lower than this threshold (receipt significative of
the second mode), and then a validation action VA is
performed either automatically and by using a timer means
184, or preferably exerted by the operator by means of
push-button 19. This action confirms the configuration of the
detector in the first mode M1 if receipt is significative or
switches the emitting system 10 of the detector over into the
10P/S state and the receiving system 13 into a 13P or 13S
state corresponding to the second mode M2 (which may be
mode P or mode S) if receipt is not significative. The
selection made between state 13P and state 13S is described
later on.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary configuration sequence
used for selecting the desired operating mode of an optical
detector able to operate in four modes B, R, P, S. It is
obvious that the sequence is simpler when it is desired to
have the optical detector operate only in two or three modes:
for example, only in reflex R and proximity P modes, or
reflex R and background suppression proximity S modes, or
even in reflex R/proximity P/background suppression prox-
imity S modes.

Upon initialization 20, produced upon installing the
detector or by a reset from the user, the detector enters into
a step for seeking alignment 21. In this step, the emitting
system 10 of the detector alternates between operating
cycles in barrier mode B (state 10B: no emission) and in
reflex mode R (state 10R: light emission by unit 12); during
this time, the user aligns the detector with an external emitter
16 or reflector 17 if she/he wishes to implement mode B or
R or does not align anything if she/he wishes to implement
mode P or S. The alignment operation involves one or
several light-emitting diodes visible on the case and con-
nected with circuit 15. If, at the end of a few cycles, the
receiving system 13 determines the presence of emitter 16 in
response to its missing emissions or the presence of reflector
17 in response to its emissions, it pre-selects the detector in
barrier mode B or in reflex mode R.
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When, in a step 22, the user exerts a voluntary confir-
mation action VA, for example by means of a validation
push-button 19, the emitting and receiving systems of the
detector are locked at 23 in the barrier mode B or at 24 in
the reflex mode according to the result of step 21. This action
is exerted locally or remotely. If the receiving system 13 has
not seen any emitter or reflector, the emission and receiving
systems of the detector at 25, in response to the validation
action VA proceed to a diffuse reflection operating step 26.
Transitions 23, 24 and 25 are expressed by a configuration,
appropriate to the selected mode, of the emitting system 10,
for example with switching of the emission wavelength, and
of the receiving system 13, by activating the photoreceptor
areas or output channels of the component(s) 14.

In the diffuse reflection phase 26, in response to the
emission of a beam of an appropriate wavelength, a mea-
surement 27 of the background distance is performed by
circuit 15. According to the result of the measurement, the
receiving system 13 switches, at 28, the detector over into
proximity P mode (state 13P: processing of the received
energy with respect to a given threshold) or at 29 into
background suppression proximity mode S (state 13S: pro-
cessing of the position of the light spot on the photoreceptor
component).

Typically, means 18 compare the received signal Sa with
a high and a low threshold. In this way, if the background
distance is located in a pre-determined range (for example,
between 30 cm and 130 cm), the receiving system 13 is
configured into the “background suppression proximity”
state 13S and, if the background distance is located outside
this range, the receiving system is configured in the “prox-
imity” state 13P. According to the photoreceptor component
(s) used in the receiving system 13, the configuration affects
the receiving area 144, 144d or the output channels 14c, 144
of this (these) component(s). When the configuration result-
ing from selection 28, 29 is achieved, the detector enters a
learning step 30 which according to the current operating
mode, informs it about the external transmitter, the reflector
or the background.

It is obvious that variations may be brought to the
described embodiments.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for configuring the operating mode of an
optical detector, the detector comprising an emitting system
and a receiving system, the detector being configurable in
order to be activated, either in a first operating mode or in
a second operating mode, characterized by the fact that:

the first operating mode (M1) is of the so-called barrier or

reflex (B, R) type and the second operating mode (M2)
is of the proximity or background suppression proxim-
ity (P, S) type

the detector is initially activated in the first operating

mode (M1), and the receiving system (13) of the
detector performs a recognition (21) of the first mode,
and then depending on the recognition, the receiving
system of the detector is confirmed in a state (13B/R)
specific to the first operating mode (M1) or switched
over into a state (13P, 13S) specific to the second
operating mode (M2).

2. The method according to claim 1, characterized by the
fact that the detector is confirmed in the first operating mode
(M1) or switched over into the second operating mode (M2)
in response to a validation operation (VA).

3. The method according to claim 1, characterized by the
fact that, depending on the recognition (21), the emitting
system (10) of the detector is confirmed in a state (10B, 10R)
specific to the first operating mode (M1) or switched over
into a state (10P/S) specific to the second operating mode
M2).
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4. The method according to claim 1, characterized by the
fact that, during the recognition (21) of the emitter or
reflector which is involved in the first operating mode (M1),
the emitting system (10) oscillates from the barrier state
(10B) to the reflex state (10R) by alternated activation and
deactivation.

5. The configuration method according to claim 1, char-
acterized by the fact that the second operating mode (M2)
includes a step (27) for measuring the background distance,
and then depending on the measured distance, the receiving
system (13) is put into the proximity state (13P), with
determination of the energy of the received beam, with
respect to a threshold, or into the background suppression
proximity state (13S), with processing of the position of the
receiving beam.

6. A multimode optical detector comprising an emitting
system (10) and a receiving system (13), the receiving
system being provided with at least one photoreceptor
component (14) and being able to deliver a received signal
significative of the presence or of the distance of an object
on the path of an emitted beam, the detector being capable
of operating in a first operating mode (M1) or a second
operating mode (M2), characterized by the fact that:

the first operating mode (M1) is of the barrier or reflex

(B,R) type, and the second operating mode (M2) is of
the proximity or background suppression proximity
(PS) type, the emitting system (10) and receiving
system (13) being laid out in order to operate in either
mode,

the detector comprises detection and configuration hard-

ware and software means (18) able to process the
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received signal (Sa), in order to consequently deliver a
receipt signal (SA) significative of the recognition of an
external emitter or of a reflector and, according to the
state of the recognition signal, to confirm or switch the
receiving system (13) into a state (13B/R) specific to
the barrier or reflex (B,R) operating mode or into a state
(13P,13S) specific to the proximity or background
suppression proximity (P,S) operating mode,

the detection and configuration means (18) comprise a

validation means (184,19) for the recognized operating
mode.

7. The detector according to claim 6, characterized by the
fact that the detection and configuration hardware and
software means (18) switch, according to the state of the
recognition signal (SA), the activated areas or output chan-
nels of the photoreceptor component(s) (14).

8. The detector according to claim 6, characterized by the
fact that the detection and configuration hardware and
software means (18) switch, according to the state of the
recognition signal (SA), the wavelength of the emitting
system (10) in the pre-selected operating mode (B,R) or
PS).

9. The detector according to claim 6, characterized by the
fact that validation means (19) is implemented by an opera-
tor.

10. The detector according to claim 6, characterized by
the fact that the emitting system (10) alternately oscillates
from the barrier mode to the reflex mode by alternate
activation and deactivation.



