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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 436,318, dated September 9, 1890.
: Application filled July 2, 1889, Serial No, 316,302, (Nomodel.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK POWERS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Clinton,
in the county of Clinton, State of Iowa, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Life-Preservers, of which the follow-
ing is a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention has relation to an improve-
ment in life-preservers, the main objects of
the invention being to provide a life-pre-

server of extreme buoyancy and simplicity of

construction at a minimum cost, and whereby
it will indicate by its construction to persons
unaccustomed to their use the manner of ap-
Plying it to the person.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-

~ tion will appear in the following description,
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and the novel features thereof will be par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
side elevation of a life-preserver constructed
in accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is
a plan of the same; and Fig. 3 is a side ele-
vation of one of the hollow floats, a portion
of the end being broken away to show the
construection.

Like letters of reference > indicate like parts
in all the figures of the drawings.

The floats A are made, preferably, of hol-
low cylinders of sheet metal, so as to combine
the greatest buoyancy with the least weight.
The sheets B and C, of canvas or other suit-
able material, are sewed together by parallel
lines of stitching to form pockets for the re-
ception of the floats A. - These pieces of cloth
are also sewed together along their edges to

. completely inclose the floats. The neckband
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D is preferably formed integral with the plies’

of material B and C, and is filled with air or
other buoyant substance, so as to render it
buoyant and adapt it to serve as a rest or
support for the head of the wearer, The

strap, belt, or cord E passes through the loops
F, and is tied, buckled, or fastened in any

other suitable manner to hold the life-pre-
server firmly around the body. ' Opposite the
band of connection of the neckband D with
the body of the preserver, I omit the pockets
and floats, uniting the plies B and C at this
point, as shown clearlyin Figs.1 and 2. This
renders the preserver more comfortable to the
wearer and leaves theneckband freer to rove
in all direction, thus obviating any danger of
any undue pressure around the neck of the
wearer. A life-preserver constructed in this
manner is very easily attached to the body
and is of maximum buoyancy, and by its pe-
culiar construction, especially in regard to
the neckband, readily suggests the manner of

applying it upon the person for use.

Having thus described my invention, what

T claim is—

1. Alife-preserver consisting of eylindrical
floats, two plies of material, as canvas,
stitched together by parallel lines of stitch-
ing to form pockets for said floats, and also
stitched along their edges to completely in-
close the floats, an encircling strap or band
E, and a neckband formed integral with the
plies B and C and filled with a buoyant fill-
ing, substantially as shown and described.

2. Alife-preserver consisting of two plies
of material, as canvas, stitched together by
parallel lines of stitching to form pockets for
the reception of floats, floats in said pockets,
an encireling strap or band, as E, and a neck-
band D, filled with a buoyant material, formed
integral with the plies of material, said plies
being united at their junction with the neck-
band, with a pocketless space opposite said
neckband, substantially as shown and de-
scribed. _

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. |

B FRANK POWERS. -
‘Witnesses:

RoBr. R. BALDWIN,

A. D. SALLEE.
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