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ABSTRAET OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A compartmented mailing envelope having a small 
front compartment overlying a larger rear compartment 
and a single top flap which seals the open upper ends of 
both campartments simultaneously. The two compart 
ments are formed from a single blank folded sequentially 
about two fold lines which are parallel to the ends of 
the blank so as to define three overlying panels. The 
front compartment is defined by the front and intermedi 
ate panels, the opening thereinto being defined by a slit in 
the blank generally along a portion of the fold line be 
tween these panels. The opening into the rear compart 
ment is defined by the rear panel and the fold line be 
tween the front and intermediate panel. 

This invention relates to compartmented envelopes and 
in particular to envelopes having a plurality of campart 
ments which can be sealed by a single closure flap. En 
velopes of this kind have particular utility for the mail 
ing of first class and third class mail. 

It is the primary object to provide an improved com 
partmented envelope and a blank therefor which is simple 
and economical in construction and in use. 

It is a more specific object to provide a compartmented 
mailing envelope composed of a generally rectangular 
blank which is folded along two transverse lines and cut 
partially along one of the lines in a manner to form one 
compartment overlying another compartment, the access 
opening of one of the compartments being defined by the 
Cut. 
The invention will be understood from the following 

detailed description taken with the drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of an envelope blank em 

bodying the principles of the present invention; 
FIGURES 2, 3 and 4 are plan views showing the blank 

of FIGURE 1 in various stages of folding; and 
FIGURE 5 is a side elevational view of the blank in a 

partially folded condition. 
Referring to FIGURE 1 there is shown a flat paper 

blank 10 which, when folded in the manner to be de 
scribed, forms a two-compartment envelope having a 
single closure flap sealing both compartments. The blank 
1G is of generally rectangular shape and is defined by 
three generally rectangular body panels A, B and C and 
three flaps a, b and c. 
The dividing line between panels A and B extends 

generally transverse of the blank 10 and consists of two 
short straight fold lines 2 and 4 extending inwardly 
from opposite sides of the blank and a long straight cut 
line 16 connecting the inner ends of fold lines 12 and 14. 
Preferably, the cut line 16 is slightly offset from the fold 
lines 12 and 14 in the direction of the panel B and in 
cludes two end portions 18 and 20 which extend down 
wardly to the inner ends of the fold lines 12 and 14. The 
purpose of the cut line 6 is to form an access slot 17 
(FIGURES 2 and 3) for the smaller compartment in the complete envelope. 
The dividing line between panels B and C consists 

of a straight fold line 22 extending transversely across 
the blank 10. The fold line 22 is so spaced from the divid 
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ing line between panels A and B that panels B and C are 
substantially the same size and are both considerably 
larger than panel A. The reason for the latter relationship 
is that the compartment which will be formed partially 
by panel A ordinarily will be smaller than the other com 
partment. 

Flaps a and b extend outwardly from the opposite 
sides of panel C, and are foldable toward the viewer along 
straight fold lines 24 and 26, respectively. The fold lines 
24 and 26 are generally coextensive with the side edges 
of panel B and extend from the ends of the transverse 
fold line 22 to the upper edge of the blank 0. The flap 
c is foldable toward the viewer along a transverse fold 
line 28 and is provided with a wide strip of adhesive 29. 
A window 30 is provided in the panel B at a location 

below the transverse midline of the panel and may be 
slightly offset to the left as viewed in FIGURE 1. A trans 
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parent window panel 32 covers the window 30 and is 
held in place by a layer of adhesive 34 which has been 
applied to the panel B around the periphery of the win 
dow 30. 
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Three strips 36, 38 and 40 of adhesive are applied to 
the panel B for the purpose of securing panel. A to panel 
B after panel A has been folded into place. The strips 
36 and 38 are disposed slightly inwardly from the side 
edges of the panel B and extend parallel thereto. The 
lower ends of the strips 36 and 38 terminate just above 
the fold lines 12 and i4, and their upper ends terminate 
just above the upper edge of the window panel 32. The 
strip 49 extends transversely of the blank between the 
upper ends of the strips 36 and 38. 

Closure flap c is provided with adhesive 29, and the 
Surface of flaps a and b which are hidden from view in 
FIGURE 1 are provided with adhesive 44 and 46, re spectively. 
A sequence of steps which will convert the blank 10 

shown in FIGURE 1 to a two-compartment envelope 
are illustrated in FIGURES 2, 3 and 4. First, panel A 
is folded toward the viewer along the fold lines 12 and 
i4. At the same time the flaps a and b are folded toward 
the viewer along their fold lines 24 and 26, respectively, 
So as to expose to view the surfaces of these flaps which 
are coated with adhesive 44 and 46. The panel A now 
lies against the panel B and covers the window 30 in the 
latter as seen in FIGURE 2. As a result of the offset re 
lationship between the cut line 6, 18, 20 and the fold 
lines 12 and 14, a projecting lip 48 is formed which is 
integral with panel A. The panels A and B are then se 
cured together by means of the adhesive 36, 38 and 40 
thereby forming the smaller of two compartments. Access 
to this Small compartment is had only through the slot 
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7 which is now defined between the adjacent edges of 
panels A and B as a result of the cut lines 16, 8 and 20. 

Next, the lower part of the blank 16 of FIGURE 2 is 
folded toward the viewer along the fold line 22 and into 
engagement with the side flaps a and b to give the struc 
ture shown in FIGURE 3. The adhesive 44 and 46 on 
the latter contacts the marginal edges of panel A and 
that portion of each marginal edge of panel B which is 
not covered by panel Athereby securing panel B in par 
allel overlying relationship with panel A. This arrange 
ment defines a large compartment having an access slot 
which is formed between panels A and C. The small 
compartment is now disposed within the large compart 
ment with the access slot 17 disposed parallel to and 
slightly below the access slot for the large compartment. 
The lip 48 projects away from the slot 17 toward the 
upper edge of the envelope and serves to identify the slot 
17 to the user and to facilitate the insertion of a paper, 
card or the like into the smaller compartment. It will be 
observed, also, that the window 30 now faces the viewer. 
Normally, the name and address of the recipient of the 
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envelope will be placed on the item inserted in the Small 
compartment in a location such that it is visible through 
the window 30. However, the address may be placed di 
rectly on panel B in which case a window is not required. 

Referring to FIGURE 4 it will be seen that the flap C 
will cover and seal the access slots to both compartments 
when it is folded toward the viewer along the fold line 
28. More specifically, it will be seen that both compart 
ments are sealed because the surface of the lip 48 is 
exposed and because the strip of adhesive 29 on the fiap 
C is relatively wide. Thus, as the latter is folded down 
wardly the adhesive 29 first engages the lip 48 thereby 
sealing the large compartment and then engages a portion 
of panel B thereby sealing the small compartment. 
FIGURE 5 shows the blank 50 in a partly folded con 

dition and clearly illustrates the formation of the small 
compartment and the location of the lip 48. When the 
blank 10 is folded, the panels B and C form two exterior 
panels of the envelope, and the panel A becomes an in 
terior panel. The small compartment is thus defined by 
panel A and part of panel B, and the large compartment 
is formed by panel C and the combination of panel A 
with panel B. In order that the walls of the compartments 
not interfere with each other the combined longitudinal 
dimension of panel C with the end flap c is greater than 
the longitudinal dimension of panel B, and the longitudi 
nal dimension of panel A is no greater than the longi 
tudinal dimension of panel B. The transverse dimension 
of the side flaps a and b can be quite small, and their corn 
bined dimension should be less than the transverse dimen 
sion of panel C so that they will not overlap when folded 
into place. 

It will be observed that the length of the small com 
partment may be varied by changing the spacing between 
the adhesive strips 36 and 38. The width may be varied 
by moving the adhesive strip 40 toward or away from the 
fold lines 22. Of course, the width and length may also 
be varied by changing the size of panel A. 

It will be seen from the drawing, especially FIGURES 
2, 3 and 4 that panels A and B are slightly trapezoidal 
in shape with the result that the side edges of the blank 
10 do not coincide when folded. 
When large numbers of envelopes are manufactured 

it is convenient to apply the various adhesives in sequence 
along with the folding operations. For example, the blanks 
10 may be first cut out of paper and then placed in a Suit 
able machine which fans them out and applies adhesive 
29 in a wet state to all the closure flaps C. The fanned 
out blanks are then transferred continuously, as by means 
of a conveyor chain, to a separating station during which 
time the adhesive 29 dries. After being separated the 
blanks 10 are slotted to form the cut lines 6, 18 and 20 
and the window 30. Then the adhesive 34, 36, 38 and 40 
is applied to the panel B, and the window panel 32 is Se 
cured in place while the adhesive 34 is still wet. Fol 
lowing this, the small inner compartment is formed by 
folding panel A into place while the adhesive strips 36, 38 
and 40 are still wet. As already indicated, the size of the 
small compartment can be varied by changing the posi 
tions of the strips 36, 38 and 40. The envelope is com 
pleted by folding the side flaps a and b, applying adhesive 
strips 44 and 46 thereto and folding the already secured 
panels A and B along the fold line 22. 
The primary use of the envelope is for mailing a bro 

chure, catalogue, prospectus or the like together with 
an accompanying letter or card. The brochure or other 
large item will be placed in the large compartment by 
sliding the item along the exposed surface of flap c and 
panel C. The card or other small item is placed in the 
small compartment by sliding the item along the exposed 
surface of the lip 48. During this operation the lip 48 
serves to identify the access slot 17 to the user and to 
guide the item into the slot 17. In the absence of the lip 
48 the user would need to open the slot 17 by Spreading 
apart its adjacent edges. As indicated previously, the lip 48 
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also serves to effect separate sealing of the two compart 
ments when the closure flap c is folded, because the ad 
hesive 29 engages both the lip 48 and a portion of panel B. 
When the completely sealed envelope is slit along the 

fold line 22 with a letter opener or the like only the large 
compartment will be opened. The envelope is therefore 
well adapted for use in mailing the contents of the large 
compartment by third class mail, which can be opened 
for postal inspection, while simultaneously mailing the 
contents of the small compartment by first class mail. 

It will be understood that various changes in the blank 
and in the completed envelope may be made without de 
parting from the principles of the present invention. For 
example, the small compartment may be divided into sev 
eral Smaller compartments by providing additional strips 
of adhesive parallel to and spaced from the strips 36 
and 38. Accordingly, the details of the disclosed embodi 
ment of the invention are exemplary of the principles in 
volved and are not intended to be limiting except as they 
appear in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A blank for forming a compartmented envelope 

comprising: a flat generally rectangular sheet having a 
longitudinal dimension and a transverse dimension and 
defined by two end panels and a center panel which is 
integral with both said end panels; a side flap projecting 
laterally from each side edge of one end panel beyond 
the side edge of the other panels, the combined trans 
verse dimensions of said side flaps being substantially 
less than the transverse dimension of said one end panel; 
an end flap projecting from the remaining edge of said one 
end panel, the combined longitudinal dimension of said 
one end panel and said end flap being greater than the 
longitudinal dimension of Said center panel, and the longi 
tudinal dimension of said other end panel being no great 
er than the longitudinal dimension of said center panel; 
a fold line extending transversely across said blank and 
defining the dividing line between said one end panel 
and said center panel; the dividing line between said 
center panel and the other end panel extending generally 
transversely across said blank and being formed in part 
by at least one fold line and at least in part by one cut 
line, said fold line and said cut line being continuous 
with each other; said blank thereby being adapted to 
form a first compartment when said other end panel is 
folded toward the viewer into engagement with said 
center panel, Said cut line then defining an access slot 
into the first compartment, said blank being further adapt 
ed to form a second compartment when said center panel 
and said other end panel are folded as a unit toward the 
viewer into engagement with said one end panel. 

2. A blank as in claim wherein said cut line extends 
a Substantial portion of the transverse dimension of said 
blank and is continuous at each end with a fold line which 
extends to the adjacent side edge of the blank. 

3. A blank as in claim 2 wherein said cut line includes 
a straight portion of substantial length in the transverse 
dimension and two shorter end portions which extend 
generally toward said center panel whereby folding of said 
other end panel into engagement with said center panel 
forms a lip extending longitudinally of said blank. 

4. A compartmented envelope comprising: first and 
Second exterior panels integral along a first fold line and 
disposed in overlying relationship, the edge of said first 
panel remote from said fold line extending beyond said 
second exterior panel and defining a closure flap; a first 
compartment formed between said second exterior panel 
and an interior panel which is integral with said second 
exterior panel along a Second fold line which is parallel 
to said first fold line; said interior panel having been 
folded along said second fold line into engagement with 
said second exterior panel So as to lie between said exte 
rior panels, said first compartment having an access slot 
extending along a portion of said second fold line between 



3,323,708 
5 

said interior panel and said second exterior panel and de 
fined by an edge portion of those two panels, said interior 
panel being secured near its other edges to said second ex 
terior panel; a second compartment formed between said 
first exterior panel and the combination of said interior 
panel with said second exterior panel, said second com 
partment having an access slot close to and generally 
parallel to said access slot for said first compartment 
whereby folding of said closure flap closes both access 
slots. 

5. A compartmented envelope as in claim 4 wherein 
said portion of said interior panel defines a lip which pro 
jects beyond said corresponding edge portion of said 
second panel toward said closure flap thereby presenting 
a surface which will be engaged by said closure flap when 
the same is folded and whereby said lip serves as a guide 
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6 
for the insertion of material into said first compartment. 

6. A compartmented envelope as in claim 4 wherein 
said first exterior panel has a side flap extending along 
each edge, said side flaps being folded inwardly and se 
cured to the combination of said interior panel with said 
second exterior panel. 
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