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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system and method for retrieving a transaction associated 
with a property including obtaining property information per 
taining to a property from a third party source, storing the 
property information in a database, receiving a name to moni 
tor or an address of a property to monitor, and transmitting a 
property information request including the name and/or 
address to the database. The system and method may also 
include searching the property information for a match with 
the name or address, identifying a transaction associated with 
the matched name or address and transmitting the transaction 
to a device. 
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SYSTEMAND METHOD FORMONITORING 
EVENTS ASSOCATED WITH A PERSON OR 

PROPERTY 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a Continuation of and is based 
upon and claims the benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C. S 120 
for U.S. Ser. No. 12/780,247 filed May 14, 2010, which is a 
Continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 1 1/677,535, filed Feb. 21, 2007, 
the entire contents of each which are incorporated herein by 
reference. 

CLAIM OF PRIORITY UNDER 35 U.S.C. S 119 

0002 The present application for patent claims priority to 
Provisional Application No. 60/775,841, filed on Feb. 22, 
2006, and assigned to the assignee hereof and hereby 
expressly incorporated by reference herein. 

FIELD 

0003. The invention relates generally to a system and 
method for monitoring events associated with a person or 
property. More specifically, the invention relates to a system 
and method for detecting when a third party associates a 
transaction with a person's name or property. 

BACKGROUND 

0004 Fraud has been a big concern of businesses, indi 
viduals, and law enforcement officials. Many innocent citi 
Zens and companies have unfortunately been the victim of 
bad acts performed by one or more unscrupulous individuals. 
One area where fraud initially goes undetected is when it 
relates to a person's name or property. This is because a 
person or property owner may not know that someone has 
placed (or failed to remove) a “cloud on their name or 
property until several months or years after it has occurred. 
For example, a third party may record or file a transaction 
associated with that person's name or property without their 
knowledge. The person or property owner will not know 
about the transaction until that person checks his/her own 
credit or tries to sell the property. Some examples of transac 
tions include the failure to record or properly record mortgage 
satisfactions and the filing or recording of unknown or 
fraudulent documents, such as mechanic's liens, judgments, 
or other miscellaneous liens, against a person's name or prop 
erty. These transactions can create a "cloud on the person's 
name or property. 
0005 Significant consequences can result when a “cloud' 

is placed on the person's name or property. For example, the 
person may be subject to costly and time consuming legal 
issues, the person's credit worthiness or FICO score may be 
lowered, the person's property may be seized or sold, the 
property owner may be subject to higher interest rates for 
financing, and the property owner may have difficulty in 
purchasing other properties or selling the Subject property. In 
extreme conditions, because of protracted issues, a deal may 
“fall out, resulting in the seller having to find another buyer 
altogether. Therefore, there exists a need in the art for a 
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system and method for monitoring events or transactions 
associated with a person or property. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0006. The invention may be used to monitor events asso 
ciated with a person or a property. More specifically, the 
invention may be used to detect when a third party associates 
a transaction with a person's name or property. The transac 
tion may involve, for example, the filing or recording of a 
document, or the failure to file or record a document. 
0007. A system and method for monitoring transactions 
associated with a person or a property may include the steps 
of storing (and continuously, periodically or randomly updat 
ing) information pertaining to a person or a property in a 
database, receiving Subscriber information including a name 
to monitor or a property address to monitor, continuously or 
periodically searching the database for the name or the prop 
erty address, identifying a transaction associated with the 
name or the property address, and transmitting the transaction 
(via email address or other mediums) to the affected person 
(s). 
0008. A system and method for retrieving a transaction 
associated with a property may include the steps of obtaining 
property information pertaining to a property from a third 
party source, storing the property information in a database, 
receiving an address of a property to monitor, and transmit 
ting a search request including the address to the database. 
The system and method may also include the steps of search 
ing the database for a match with the address, retrieving a 
transaction associated with the matched property address and 
transmitting the transaction via various medium to the 
affected person(s). 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0009 FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of a system for 
monitoring events or transactions associated with a person or 
property according to an embodiment of the invention. 
0010 FIGS. 2A and 2B is a flow chart of a method for 
monitoring events, transactions or conditions associated with 
a person or property according to an embodiment of the 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0011 Systems and methods that implement the embodi 
ments of the various features of the invention will now be 
described with reference to the drawings. The drawings and 
the associated descriptions are provided to illustrate embodi 
ments of the invention and not to limit the scope of the 
invention. Reference in the specification to “one embodi 
ment” or “an embodiment' is intended to indicate that a 
particular feature, structure, or characteristic described in 
connection with the embodiment is included in at least an 
embodiment of the invention. The appearances of the phrase 
“in one embodiment” or “an embodiment in various places 
in the specification are not necessarily all referring to the 
same embodiment. Throughout the drawings, reference num 
bers are re-used to indicate correspondence between refer 
enced elements. In addition, the first digit of each reference 
numberindicates the figure in which the element first appears. 
0012 FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of a system 100 
for monitoring events or transactions associated with a person 
or property according to an embodiment of the invention. The 
system 100 is an exemplary system used to implement the 
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methods of the invention. The system 100 can be imple 
mented in hardware, software, or a combination of hardware 
and software. The system 100 can include more or less ele 
ments as shown in FIG.1. The invention provides systems and 
methods for monitoring events or transactions associated 
with a person or property. Also, the invention provides sys 
tems and methods for detecting when a third party associates 
(or fails to associate) a transaction with a person's name or 
property. 
0013 The system 100 may include a server 102, a sub 
scriber database 104, a transaction database 106, a server 108, 
a property information database 110, a person information 
database 112, and a subscriberdevice 114. The server 102 and 
the server 108 may be a single server or may be more than the 
two servers shown. The servers 102 and 108 may be one or 
more servers or computers or any other device capable of 
electronically transmitting, searching and/or receiving infor 
mation. Also, the databases can be combined into one or more 
databases. 

0014. The server 102 maybe used to input or receive sub 
scriber information including a person's name or a property 
address, automatically, continuously, periodically and/or ran 
domly transmit requests to the server 108 (or database 110 
and/or database 112) for information pertaining to the person 
or the property, identify information (e.g., transactions) in the 
property information database 110 and/or the person infor 
mation database 112 pertaining to the person or the property, 
and send a notification (e.g., an email or a fax) to the Sub 
scriber device 114. After the transaction has been identified, 
the notification may be automatically sent from the server 102 
to the Subscriber device 114 using push technology Such as 
email, facsimile, phone or other means. 
0.015 The subscriber database 104 stores a list of subscrib 
ers for the monitoring and notification service. The subscriber 
may be a person, business, property owner, deed holder, title 
holder, or any person or entity seeking to obtain information 
about a person, business or property. The list may include the 
Subscriber's name, address, email address, fax number, home 
phone number, business phone number, cellular phone num 
ber, preferred way to contact the Subscriber (e.g., via email) as 
well as other information pertaining to the subscriber. 
0016. The transaction database 106 stores a list of trans 
actions (or conditions) and a corresponding degree of seri 
ousness rating. The transaction database 106 may also store a 
list of potential actions the person or the property owner may 
wish to take to remedy the threat (i.e., add, remove or correct 
the transaction or condition). 
0017. In general, the transaction or condition may be 
Something (or failure to do something) that affects a person's 
or Subscriber's name or property. The transactions (or condi 
tions) may be documents that include all forms of encum 
brances, fraud, or other legitimate or illegitimate actions that 
may compromise a subscriber's credit worthiness (e.g., FICO 
score), reputation, property, ownership interest and financial 
position. The transaction (or condition) may involve, for 
example, filing or recording a document for a particular prop 
erty, or failure to file or record a document against aparticular 
property, or recording or failing to record a document which 
relates to a mortgage secured by a particular property or 
which relates to a particular name or FICO score. For 
example, when a new mortgage is recorded, it is often 
expected that a release of the previous mortgage would also 
be recorded. If a satisfaction and release of the previous 
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mortgage is not recorded, this amounts to a condition which 
could lead to important consequences for the Subscriber. 
(0018. The server 108 may be used to receive subscriber 
information including a person's name or a property address, 
search the property information database 110 and/or the per 
son information database 112 for the person's name or the 
property address, if the person's name or property has been 
found, request and/or retrieve one or more transactions 
related to the person's name or property, and transmit the 
transaction information to the server 102 or the subscriber 
device 114. 
0019. The property information database 110 and/or the 
person information database 112 may include a list of owner 
names and/or properties and a list of corresponding transac 
tions that have been filed or recorded against the person 
and/or property. For example, if the property address is 500 
Bristol Avenue, and an encumbrance or lien of any kind (e.g., 
financing document, pre-foreclosure document, deed, mort 
gage, assignment, release, judgment, or state or federal tax 
lien) was recorded on Jan. 1, 2006, then the transaction will be 
the lien recorded on Jan. 1, 2006. In another example, if the 
property at 700 Bristol Avenue was sold on Jan. 10, 2006, but 
the sale was not recorded, then the transaction will refer to the 
last transaction, which may state: “sale recorded on Dec. 10, 
1990. This indicates that the sale on Jan. 10, 2006 has not 
been recorded. 
0020. The property information database 110 may contain 
all filed and/or recorded documents for all the subscriber's 
properties. The person information database 112 may contain 
all filed and/or recorded documents for all the subscribers. In 
one embodiment, the property information database 110 and 
the person information database 112 may be the same data 
base, may be located in a central location and may retrieve 
subscriber information from one or more county offices 116, 
credit reporting offices, locations or resources. For example, 
various county offices 116 and credit reporting services may 
receive requests from the server 108 to update the personal 
information or property information for a particular Sub 
scriber. The various county offices 116 and credit reporting 
services may transmit the information to the server 108 via 
the Internet, facsimile, telephone, email, etc. In one embodi 
ment, the server 108 automatically receives information (e.g., 
filed and recorded real estates transactions) pertaining to a 
subscriber on an hourly or a daily basis from one or more 
county recorder offices 116. The information may be elec 
tronically sent via the Internet from the various county 
recorder offices 116 to the server 108. The information may 
be stored on the property information database 110 and/or the 
person information database 112. In one embodiment, a data 
base administrator receives the call or facsimile from the 
various county recorder offices 116 and inputs the informa 
tion for storage in the property information database 110 
and/or the person information database 112. 
0021. The subscriber device 114 may be a handheld device 
(e.g., a cellular phone, PDA, BlackBerry or Palm), a laptop 
computer, a desktop computer, a server or any other device 
capable of allowing a user to view information. 
0022 FIGS. 2A and 2B is a flow chart 200 of a method for 
monitoring events, transactions or conditions associated with 
a person or property according to an embodiment of the 
invention. At step 202, information pertaining to a person or 
a property is documented, lodged or recorded by a third party 
(e.g., a county recorder office, a credit reporting service, etc.) 
using the server 108 or at the county offices 116. The county 
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clerk may use its own server or the server 108 to input or scan 
in the information. The information may be sent to the server 
108 for storage in the property information database 110 
and/or the person information database 112. For example, the 
county recorders office may use its own computer to input the 
information and then send it to the server 108 for storage in 
the property information database 110 when new information 
for a particular property in its county is filed or recorded at its 
office. The information may be updated hourly, daily or 
weekly. 
0023 The server 102 may be used to input the subscriber's 
information into the subscriber database 104 (step 204). In 
one embodiment, the Subscriber pays a monthly fee or a 
use-based service fee to receive notifications about events, 
transactions or conditions that have been filed or recorded 
against the Subscriber's name or property. Using a graphical 
user interface, the Subscriber may request or select one or 
more transactions to monitor (step 206). For example, the 
subscriber may select to monitor filed or recorded transac 
tions associated with a person's name or property, transac 
tions that should have been filed or recorded (i.e., missing 
transactions), property sales within a specified area (e.g., 10 
mile radius), property (e.g., home) values within a specified 
area, whether property taxes have been paid for a particular 
property, and an aerial map of the property with parcel and 
street map overlays. The subscriber may also monitor all 
transactions associated with a person or property. 
0024. If the subscriber is aware of a specific transaction 
related to a person or property, the subscriber may input this 
information as a transaction. For example, if the Subscriber 
refinances his/her property, the Subscriber can input the trans 
action as “a refinance on Jan. 25, 2006. This transaction may 
bestored in the subscriber database 104 and may be sent to the 
server 108 and may be stored in the property information 
database 110. Based on the transaction, the server 108 
searches the property information database 110 and/or the 
person information database 112 for a related transaction. 
The searches for the related transaction can be performed 
daily for 90 or 180 days after the transaction has occurred. If 
the related transaction is not found, the server 108 notifies the 
Subscriber that a transaction is missing. For example, if the 
subscriber refinances a property (transaction), the server 108 
knows that the refinancing documents (i.e., new mortgage) 
should be recorded (related transaction) within, for example, 
90 days. The server 108 periodically checks the property 
information database 110 for the recordation. If the recorda 
tion does not occur within the specified time period, the server 
108 notifies the subscriber that the refinancing has not been 
recorded. In addition, the server 108 knows that the recorda 
tion of the refinancing documents also requires the recorda 
tion of a satisfaction and release of the old mortgage. That is, 
when a new mortgage is recorded, it is often expected that a 
release of the previous mortgage would also be recorded. 
Hence, if any of these documents are not recorded, the sub 
scriber is notified of all missing transactions. 
0025. For each subscriber, the server 102 automatically 
sends a search request for information to the server 108 (step 
208). The request includes the name or property and the 
desired information (e.g., filed or recorded transactions). The 
requests can be made hourly, daily or weekly. The server 102 
may request information for all its Subscribers. 
0026. The server 108 retrieves the requested information 
from the property information database 110 or the person 
information database 112 (step 210). In one embodiment, the 
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server 108 searches the property information database 110 for 
the property identified in the request and the person informa 
tion database 112 for the person identified in the request. 
0027. The server 102 receives the requested information 
from the server 108. In one embodiment, the server 102 
compares the requested information with the list of transac 
tions (or conditions) in the transaction database 106 for a 
match (step 212). If a match is found, the server 102 may 
retrieve a degree of seriousness rating corresponding to the 
matched entry in the list of transactions (step 214). If a match 
is not found, the server 102 may assign a default rating (e.g., 
high) to the requested information (step 216). In one embodi 
ment, the degree ratings can be high, medium and low. The 
server 102 creates an email with the requested information 
and the degree of seriousness rating (step 218) and sends the 
email to the subscriber device 114 (step 220). In one embodi 
ment, the email may include one or more links to the 
requested information and the degree of seriousness rating. 
0028. In describing embodiments of the invention illus 
trated in the drawings, specific terminology is employed for 
the sake of clarity. However, the invention is not intended to 
be limited to the specific terminology so selected, and it is to 
be understood that each specific element includes all techni 
cal equivalents which operate in a similar manner. Further 
more, the inventor recognizes that newly-developed tech 
nologies not now known may also be substituted for the 
described parts and still not depart from the scope of the 
invention. 
0029 Portions of the invention may be conveniently 
implemented using one or more conventional general purpose 
or a specialized digital computer or microprocessors pro 
grammed according to the teachings of the present disclosure, 
as will be apparent to those skilled in the computer art. Appro 
priate Software coding can readily be prepared by skilled 
programmers based upon the teachings of this disclosure, as 
will be apparent to those skilled in the software art. All or 
portions of the invention may also be implemented by the 
preparation of application-specific integrated circuits or by 
interconnecting an appropriate network of conventional com 
ponent circuits, as will be readily apparent to those skilled in 
the art based upon the this disclosure. 
0030 The invention includes at least one computer pro 
gram product which is in a storage medium (media) having 
instructions stored thereon/in which can be used to control, or 
cause, a computer to perform any of the processes of the 
invention. The storage medium can include, but is not limited 
to, any type of disk including floppy disks, mini disks (MDS), 
optical discs, DVD, CD-ROMs, microdrive, and magneto 
optical disks, ROMs, RAMs, EPROMs, EEPROMs, 
DRAMs. VRAMs, flash memory devices (including flash 
cards), magnetic or optical cards, nanosystems (including 
molecular memory ICs), RAID devices, remote data storage/ 
archive/warehousing, or any type of media or device Suitable 
for storing instructions and/or data. 
0031 Stored on anyone of the computer-readable medium 
(media), the invention includes software for controlling both 
the hardware of the general purposef specialized computer or 
microprocessor, and for enabling the computer or micropro 
cessor to interact with the human user or other mechanism 
utilizing the results of the invention. Such software may 
include, but is not limited to, device drivers, operating sys 
tems, and user applications. Data used by the Software may be 
retrieved from different sources (local or remote) and either 
permanently or temporarily stored (before, during or after 
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processing) by utilizing any of the text files, delimited files, 
database(s), or other storage techniques. Ultimately, Such 
computer-readable media further includes software for per 
forming the invention, as described above. 
0032. Included in the programming (software) of the gen 
eral/specialized computer(s) or microprocessor(s) are soft 
ware modules for implementing the teachings of the inven 
tion, including, but not limited to, uploading property data 
requests to a database, using a mobile device to download 
those property data requests, inputting property data into the 
mobile device, uploading property data to another database, 
software used to review the property data for errors, and 
providing that property data to the subscriber. Obviously, 
numerous modifications and variations of the invention are 
possible in light of the above teachings. It is therefore to be 
understood that within the Scope of the appended claims, the 
invention may be practiced otherwise than as specifically 
described herein. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A non-transitory computer storage medium having 

instructions that when executed by a computer perform a 
method of monitoring transactions associated with a person's 
real property, comprising the steps of: 

storing information in a database pertaining to a public 
record transaction affecting the real property, 

receiving from a Subscriber and storing in the database 
Subscriber information, said subscriber information 
including a property address of the real property to 
monitor, 

iteratively monitoring the database by a processor-imple 
mented search process for an occurrence of the property 
address stored in the database to find a first match; and 

identifying via a processor an indication of the public 
record transaction stored in the database associated with 
the property address and the first match. 

2. The computer storage medium of claim 1, further com 
prising: 

sending a request for information about a name of the real 
property owner to the database. 

3. The computer storage medium of claim 1, further com 
prising: 

comparing the indication of the public record transaction to 
a list of transactions to find a second match, the list of 
transactions include a plurality of public record transac 
tion types and a degree of seriousness rating correspond 
ing to each of the plurality of public record transactions; 
and 

retrieving a degree of seriousness rating corresponding to 
the second match in the list of transactions, wherein the 
degree of seriousness rating being selected from a group 
having least three gradations of seriousness. 

4. The computer storage medium of claim 1, wherein the 
public record transaction is a tax lien. 

5. The computer storage medium of claim 1, wherein the 
public record transaction is a lien against the real property, 
and the lien having a property address associated with the real 
property. 

6. The computer storage medium of claim 1, further com 
prising: 

comparing the indication of the public record transaction 
with a list of transactions to find a second match, the list 
of transactions including a plurality of public record 
transaction types and a remedy associated with each of 
the plurality of public record transaction types; and 
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retrieving the remedy corresponding to the second matchin 
the list of transactions, wherein the remedy is selected 
from a group of remedies including 

an adding of a Subsequent transaction remedy associated 
with a first transaction type, 

a correction of the transaction remedy associated with a 
second transaction type, and 

a removal of the transaction remedy associated with a third 
transaction type, wherein the plurality of public record 
transaction types include 

the first transaction type 
the second transaction type, and 
the third transaction type. 
7. The computer storage medium of claim 3, further com 

prising assigning a default degree of seriousness rating to the 
public record transaction after the second match for the public 
record transaction is not found in the list of transactions. 

8. A non-transitory computer storage medium having 
instructions that when executed by a computer perform a 
method of retrieving an information regarding a tax lien asso 
ciated with a property, comprising the steps of: 

obtaining property information pertaining to a property 
from a third party source: 

storing the property information in a database; 
receiving an address of the property to monitor; 
transmitting a property information request including the 

address to the database; 
iteratively searching with a processor the property infor 

mation for a first match with the address: 
retrieving information regarding a tax lien associated with 

the first match; 
comparing the tax lien with a list of tax liens for a second 

match; 
retrieving a degree of seriousness rating corresponding to 

the second match in the list of tax liens; and 
transmitting the tax lien to a device to notify a property 

owner of the tax lien related to their property, 
wherein the degree of seriousness rating being selected 

from a group having at least three gradations of serious 
CSS. 

9. The computer storage medium of claim 8, further com 
prising the step of comparing the tax lien to a list of tax liens 
for a second match and retrieving a remedy corresponding to 
the second match in the list of tax liens. 

10. The computer storage medium of claim 8, further com 
prising the step of assigning a default degree of seriousness 
rating to the transaction after the second match cannot be 
found in the list of tax liens. 

11. A non-transitory computer storage medium having 
instructions that when executed by a computer perform a 
method of monitoring an absence of a tax lien associated with 
a person's real property comprising the steps of 

storing information pertaining to the real property in a 
database; 

receiving a request from a Subscriber to monitor for the tax 
lien, the request including a property address associated 
with the public record transaction, the request including 
a datum transaction associated with the tax lien, 

iteratively monitoring the database with a processor for the 
tax lien, and 

transmitting a notification to a device if the tax lien has not 
occurred within a predetermined time period relative to 
the datum transaction. 
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12. A computer-based method of monitoring a database for 
an occurrence of alien event, comprising: 

extracting loan data from a client loan portfolio; 
defining the lien event relatable to the loan data by one or 

more lien-related criterion; 
iteratively monitoring with a processor for an occurrence 

of the lien event; and 
notifying a client of the occurrence of the lien event. 
13. The method of claim 12, wherein the loan data com 

prises borrower identification data, property data, or combi 
nations thereof. 

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the lien event being a 
tax lien. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the lien event data 
base comprises a public record database, a credit reporting 
database, or combinations thereof, and wherein the lien event 
database is updated periodically to reflect changes pertinent 
to the loan data. 
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16. The method of claim 12, wherein the notifying com 
prises: 

generating a report that records the occurrence of the lien 
event. 

17. A computer-based method of monitoring a database for 
an occurrence of alien event relatable to a property, compris 
ing: 

receiving, using a processor, loan data from a client loan 
portfolio and one or more lien-related criterion from a 
client; 

automatically iteratively monitoring, using the processor, 
the database for lien events defined by the one or more 
lien-relatable criterion; 

generating, using the process, alien event report based on 
the automatically monitoring; and 

storing, using a memory, the lien event report. 
c c c c c 


