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_ This invention relates to structures for sup-
porting eaves of tents and particularly sup-
porting structures which will hold the eaves
of the tent in proper shape in normally dis-

& tended condition and has for an object to
provide a structure of the class described
which is adapted to be permanently position-
ed in the eaves of the tent but which can be
easily removed therefrom without injury to

10.the tent or to the device. :

" A further object is to provide a device of
‘the class described which is adapted to re-
main attached to and positioned in the eaves
of the tents for supporting or bracing the

15 same in distendéd position for use, and which
- is likewise adapted to remain attached to the
tent- and to be foldable therewith when the
tent is not in use and it is desired to fold the
same for storage or transportation. '

‘20 A further object is to provide an efficient,
light and cheap device for supporting of the
eaves of tents but which is likewise adapted
to fold with the tent and to unfold therewith.

Other objects will appear from the follow-

%5 ing specification and claims and with such
objects in view the invention comprises cer-
tain novel constructions, combinations and
arrangements of parts as hereinafter more
fully described and claimed and as illustrated

30 in the accompanying drawings in which like
characters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts throughout and in which
 Figure Iisanelevation of a tent supported
in position for use with the present inven-

35 tion in place therein, a portion of the same
being disclosed by a cut-away portion of the
tent and the device being further disclosed in
dotted lines.

Fig. I1 is a view on line II—IT of Fig. I

showing in plan the present invention in po-
. sition in the tent when distended for use.
Figure ITI is a view of the device in folded
position, the lines of the tent and the canvas
. retaining loops being omitted.
45 Figure IV is a detail of the construction at
the corners of the device,
Figure V is a cross section on line V—V
of Fig. IV,
) Figure VI is a detail plan of the hinge
80 and Jocking structure.

Figure VII is a cross section on line VII—
VI1I of Figure VI. ‘

Figure VIII is a detail elevation of the
hiilge and locking structure shown in Fig.
V1.

This invention is intended for wuse in
polygonal peak tents and is here illustrated
as used at the eaves of a square tent having a
peak portion above the eaves. .

On the inside of the tent 1, which is sup- ¢
ported by any suitable structure indicated at
2, supporting the same from the peak as indi-
cated at 3, I provide loops 4 of canvas or
other suitable material at the eaves of ‘the . _
tent on the interior thereof. 65

I provide a framework consisting of side

b5

pieces 5 and 6 adapted for insertion in the

loops 4 and of length substantially equivalent
to the length of the side of the eaves of the ..
tent carrying such loops. These side pieces 7
are provided at their ends with - suitable
means such as L shaped plates 9 and 10 hav-
ing holes for receiving bolts 8 for pivotally

‘mounting the end pieces 13, 13a, 14 and 14a ...

between the plates which plates are fastened, 75
as by rivets 11 and 12, to side pieces 5 and 6.
The end pieces 13, 13a, 14 and 14a prefer-
ably have round corners 15 to facilitate their
folding upon and against the side pieces 5 ...
and 6 in swinging upon the bolts 8. 80
The end piece 13 is hinged to the end piece
13a by hinge plates 16 pivoted at 17, such
hinge being on the outside of the end pieces
and thus permitting the end pieces to fold .
inwardly. The end pieces 14 and 14a are pro- 85
vided with corresponding hinge structures
to likewise enable such end pieces to fold
inwardly. o ' o
For the purpose of holding the two sections ..
of the end pieces in alignment when the 90
framework is in position in the tent distended
for use, locking and clamping means are pro-
vided consisting of plates 18 and 19 placed
respectively on the end pieces 18 and 13a ..
and a latch member 20, having a groove 21 by 95
means of which the latch is both pivotally
and slidingly mounted on pin 22, plate 18
being provided with a catch 28 which the
hooked end 24 of the latch 20 engages, the ..
said catch 23 having a broad head as clearly 10
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" the end pieces 18 and 13¢ may be readily slid
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shown at Fig. VIIT and the latch 20 fitting
therebehind and being thereby held closely
against the plate 18 whereby the two sections
of the end pieces are held in substantially
rigid alignment. - ' .
The plate 18 is preferably bent over and
encloses the sides of the end piece 13 and may
be extended to form a mounting for the hinge
pin 17, all as clearly shown in Figs. VI and
VII, and the plate 18 may be held in position
by means of bolts 25 which bolts may also be
utilized for holding one of the hinge plates
16 in position, all of which is clearly shown
in Figs. VI and VIL . . . .
When the tent is constructed, the side
pieces 5 and 6 are inserted in the loops 4.  The
end pieces 13 and 13¢ are folded together
sufficiently to bring their outer ends within
the loops 4-in which they are to be inserted.
The tent at this time is of course flexible and

into the loops 4, whereupon the end pieces
13 and 13 are connected with the side pieces
5 and 6 by inserting the ends of the end pieces
18 and 13e between the plates 9 and 10-and
inserting the bolt 8. o '
. 'The end pieces 14 and 14 are positioned
in like manner. If the tentis to be set up, the
sections of the end pieces are brought into
relative alignment and locked by the lock-

" ing means above described, whereupon the
- framework will support the eaves of the tent

35

in distended position for use. . L
It it is desired to fold the tent, the latch 20
is thrown back and. by reason of the slot 21

" it will drop down on the pin 22 into a con-

4
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venient position.. The end pieces are-then

folded " inwardly, thus bringing the side

pieces 5 and 6 together in the manner illus-

trated in Fig. IIL. = All of this will be done

with the tent attached to the framework by
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with the rigid bars adjacent the corners of
the eaves, the sections of the sectional bars
being hinged together to permit folding
thereof between the rigid bars and having
means for locking the sections of each sec-
tional bar in substantially rigid relative
alignment. S

2. A structure for supporting eaves of a
tent comprising a plurality of bar-retaining

‘loops carried by and interior of the tent ad-

jacent the eaves thereof, a plurality of rigid
bars in some of said loops, a plurality of sec-
tional bars adapted by hinged connections

_to be inserted into others of said loops and
Ppivotally and detachably connected with said

rigid bars adjacent the corners of the eaves,
said sectional bars being- provided with
hinges and locks for respectively and alter-
nately permitting the sections thereof to
fold between said rigid bars and for locking
said sections in substantially rigid alignment.
3. A structure for supporting eaves of a
tent comprising & plurality of bar-retaining
loops carried by and interior of the tent ad-
jacent the eaves thereof, a plurality of rigid
bars in some of said loops, a plurality of sec-
tional bars adapted by hinged connections to
be inserted into others of said loops and piv-
otally and detachably connected with' said

rigid bars adjacent the corners of the eaves, -
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said sectional bars being provided with hinges

and locks for respectively-and alternately
permitting the sections thereof ‘to fold be-
tween said rigid-bars and for locking said

sections in substantially rigid alignment from :

said rigid bars without disconnecting said sec-

tioned bars. - . . L

In testimony whereof, T affix my signature.
BLOOMFIELD H.: BROOKS.

means of the loops 4 and the framework in -

this folded position will form a suitable core

If the tent is to be supported by.outside

_ structures such as indicated in Fig. I or in

50

any other situation in which it is desired to

have steadying or bracing means attached to ‘

the eaves of the tent,:this eave supporting

‘upon which to roll or fold the tent for stor-
? age or transportation. :

" gtructure forms substantial means for the at- .
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tachment of such steadying or bracing means
as chains 26 which may be attached to the
outside. supporting poles 2 or to any other
suitable brace. ' ‘

Tt will be understood that changes.in de-

tail of construction may be made without in
any manner departing from the spirit- or
scope of the foregoing specifications or the
appended claims. ‘

Telaim— & o
1. A framework for eaves of tents com-
prising’a plurality of rigid bars-and a plu-
rality of sectioned bars, means.for detachably
and pivotally connecting said sectional bars
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