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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system and method for providing relevant coupons at the 
point of sale includes a process for providing relevant cou 
pons at the point of sale whereby a coupon database is pro 
vided with at least a portion of the coupon database, and the 
coupon data in that portion, being associated with a given 
user. Electronic data representing one or more coupons, and/ 
or other marketing devices, associated with, and/or offered to, 
the given user is then provided to the coupon database and 
stored in the portion of the database associated with the user. 
A computing system implemented point-of-sale system is 
then given access to the coupon database and/or the portion of 
the database associated with the user at the time of a transac 
tion being made through the computing system implemented 
point-of-sale system. Data and/or search parameters from the 
computing system implemented point-of-sale system are 

Int. C. then used to search the portion of the database associated with 
G06O 30/00 (2006.01) the user to find any relevant coupons applicable to the user's 
G06F 7/30 (2006.01) current transaction. Any relevant coupons are then provided 
G06F 7/40 (2006.01) to the user and/or are automatically applied to the current 
U.S. Cl. .......................................................... 70.5/14 transaction. 
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR USINGA 
PONT OF SALE SYSTEM TO CORRELATE 
TRANSACTIONS TO A COUPON DATABASE 

BACKGROUND 

0001. Many providers of consumer goods and services 
offer coupons, and/or other marketing devices such as dis 
count certificates and Vouchers, to consumers in an effort to 
attract and/or encourage business. Many coupons offer sig 
nificant discounts to the consumer holding, and meeting the 
terms of the coupon. Typically, the coupon provider is will 
ing to provide these discounts to the consumer to meet spe 
cific coupon provider goals, including, but not limited to: to 
help build up a customer base; to get consumers into a store; 
to retain customers who might find a lower price for an item 
from a competitor, to lure customers away from a competitor, 
and/or to help clear excess inventory and/or to boost sales of 
a given product. 
0002 Traditionally, coupons have been distributed in 
“hard-copy”, typically printed, form by various means, 
including, but not limited to: by mail; in newspapers; in 
magazines; in flyers and inserts; at Store front and/or product 
displays; and/or as attachments to store receipts (i.e., printed 
on the back of a receipt or appended to a receipt). More 
recently, coupons have been offered by and/or through vari 
ous computing system implemented financial management 
systems, such as a computing system implemented personal 
financial management system, and/or using electronic means 
such as, but not limited to: networks of computing systems, 
including public networks such as the Internet; through and/ 
or on web-sites; by e-mail; as electronic coupon attachments 
to electronic receipts; as electronic coupon attachments to 
transactional data, Such as, but not limited to transactional 
data from and/or displayed by a computing system imple 
mented financial management system, banks, credit card 
companies, and other financial institutions; and/or as an elec 
tronic coupon attachment to virtually any electronic docu 
ment and/or data. 
0003 Currently, both traditional “hard-copy' coupon dis 
tribution methods and coupon distribution methods, by and/ 
or through, electronic means, including through computing 
system implemented financial management systems, typi 
cally rely on a resultant printed copy, or other hard-copy, of 
the coupon. Consequently, using currently available coupon 
distribution means a consumer must: Search and actually find 
a relevant coupon offer, obtain the hard-copy of the coupon, 
either by cutting it out of a printed document or printing a 
copy out on a printer, save/store the hard copy of the coupon 
until needed; and make sure they have the hard copy of the 
coupon with them when they actually attempt to purchase the 
subject product and/or service at the store. All too often, this 
chain of required events associated with currently available 
coupon distribution methods is far too complicated and time 
consuming for the consumer and is often broken by a lost or 
forgotten coupon or some other similar event. 
0004 Consequently, millions of dollars in unclaimed cou 
pon saving go unused each year. This represents not only a 
significant disservice to consumers, but also means that the 
goals of the coupon providers that led the coupon providers to 
offer the coupon in the first place are also often unmet. 

SUMMARY 

0005. In accordance with one embodiment, a system and 
method for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale 
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includes a process for providing relevant coupons at the point 
of sale whereby a coupon database is provided with at least a 
portion of the coupon database, and the coupon data in that 
portion, being associated with a given user. Electronic data 
representing one or more coupons, and/or other marketing 
devices, associated with, and/or offered to, the given user is 
then provided to the coupon database and stored in the portion 
of the database associated with the user. In one embodiment, 
a computing system implemented point-of-sale system is 
then given access to the coupon database and/or the portion of 
the database associated with the user. In one embodiment, 
data and/or search parameters from the computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system are then used to search the 
portion of the database associated with the user to find any 
relevant coupons applicable to the user's current transaction 
being conducted through the computing system implemented 
point-of-sale system. In one embodiment, any relevant cou 
pons are provided to the user and/or are automatically applied 
to the current transaction. 

0006. In one embodiment, a coupon database is provided 
with at least a portion of the coupon database, and the coupon 
data in that portion, being associated with a given user. In one 
embodiment, the coupon database is a data storage device, a 
designated server system or computing system, or a desig 
nated portion of one or more server systems or computing 
systems, a mobile computing system, a server system net 
work, a distributed database, or an external and/or portable 
hard drive. In one embodiment, the coupon database is a 
dedicated mass storage device implemented in Software, 
hardware, or a combination of hardware and software. In one 
embodiment, the coupon database is a web-based function. In 
one embodiment, the coupon database is part of, or under the 
control of any computing system, including, but not limited 
to, a desktop computing system; a laptop computing system; 
a cellular telephone, a Smart phone, a digital wireless tele 
phone, a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a hand held com 
puter, any portable computer, any portable workstation, a 
two-way pager, any Internet appliance/device, or any other 
device, or any desired combination of devices, that includes a 
capability for receiving and/or storing data whether known at 
the time offiling or as developed thereafter. 
0007. In one embodiment, electronic data representing 
one or more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, is 
provided to the coupon database through, from, and/or using, 
a computing system implemented financial management sys 
tem that implements, includes, is accessed by, and/or is oth 
erwise associated with, the process for providing relevant 
coupons at the point of sale and/or the coupon database. In 
one embodiment, the computing system implemented finan 
cial management system can be, but is not limited to, any of 
the following: a computing system implemented personal 
financial management system; a computing system imple 
mented home inventory system; a computing system imple 
mented business inventory system; a computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system; a computing system 
implemented personal asset management system; a comput 
ing system implemented business asset management system; 
a computing system implemented personal accounting sys 
tem; a computing system implemented business accounting 
system; a computing system implemented tax preparation 
system; and/or any of the numerous computing system imple 
mented financial management systems known to those of 
skill in the art at the time offiling or as developed thereafter. 
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0008. In one embodiment, the electronic data representing 
one or more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, is 
provided to the coupon database either directly, or through a 
computing system implemented financial management sys 
tem, from one or more computing systems and/or databases 
where the electronic data representing one or more coupons, 
and/or other marketing devices, are stored and/or categorized. 
0009. In one embodiment, a computing system imple 
mented point-of-sale system is provided. Computing system 
implemented point-of-sale systems are typically used by 
product and/or service providers, such as retailers, to conduct 
business transactions and perform various sales functions, 
including, but not limited to, any of the following: cash reg 
ister functions; generate receipts; categorize transactions; 
interface with inventory and/or accounting modules/applica 
tions; and/or create and/or store detailed transactional data 
regarding sales for accounting and/or tax purposes. In one 
embodiment, the computing system implemented point-of 
sale system is any one of numerous computing system imple 
mented point-of-sale systems currently available that has the 
ability, and/or is modified to have the ability, to link and/or 
communicate with the coupon database at the point of sale. 
0010. In one embodiment, when a given user is at the point 
of sale and his or her transaction is being processed by the 
computing system implemented point-of-sale system, the 
computing system implemented point-of-sale system is given 
access to the coupon database and/or the portion of the data 
base associated with the user. In one embodiment, the com 
puting System implemented point-of-sale System is given 
access to the electronic data representing one or more cou 
pons, and/or other marketing devices, in the coupon database 
either directly, or, in one embodiment, through a computing 
system implemented financial management system, via a net 
work connection, Such as a wired or wireless Internet con 
nection or other network connection, known at the time of 
filing or as developed thereafter. 
0011. In one embodiment, the user is identified by the 
point of sale system by any one of numerous methods, includ 
ing, but not limited to: a card, and/or key chain device, and/or 
other mechanism, associated with the user and/or issued by 
the provider of products and/or services implementing and/or 
operating the computing system implemented point-of-sale 
system; all or part of the account number on the user's credit 
and/or debit card, or other device, being used to pay for the 
transaction; all or part of the user's telephone number, or 
similar unique identification number, as Supplied by the user, 
in one embodiment through a user interface device such as a 
keypad and/or touch screen, and, in one embodiment, at the 
point of sale; using a Personal Identification Number (PIN), 
or similar mechanism, provided by the user, in one embodi 
ment, at the point of sale, and, in one embodiment through a 
user interface device such as a keypad and/or touch screen; 
and/or any other mechanism, known at the time offiling or as 
developed thereafter, for identifying a user. 
0012. In one embodiment, data and/or search parameters 
are then used to search the portion of the coupon database 
associated with the user to find any relevant coupons appli 
cable to the user's current transaction being conducted 
through the computing system implemented point-of-sale 
system. In one embodiment, the data and/or search param 
eters are defined by the computing system implemented 
point-of-sale system. In one embodiment, the data and/or 
search parameters are defined by the process for providing 
relevant coupons at the point of sale. In one embodiment, the 
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data and/or search parameters are defined by the provider of 
products and/or services implementing and/or operating the 
computing system implemented point-of-sale system. In one 
embodiment, the data and/or search parameters are defined by 
provider of the coupon database. In one embodiment, the data 
and/or search parameters are defined by coupon provider. In 
one embodiment, the data and/or search parameters are 
defined by user. In one embodiment, the data and/or search 
parameters are defined by anythird party. In one embodiment, 
the data and/or search parameters are defined by any combi 
nation of the above parties. 
0013. In one embodiment, any relevant coupons found as 
a result of the search of the coupon database are provided 
and/or submitted to the user, and/or the provider of products 
and/or services implementing and/or operating the comput 
ing system implemented point-of-sale system, for approval 
prior to being applied to the current transaction. In one 
embodiment, any relevant coupons found as a result of the 
search of the coupon database are automatically applied to the 
current transaction. 
0014. Using the system and method for providing relevant 
coupons at the point of sale disclosed herein, electronic data 
representing one or more coupons, and/or other marketing 
devices, is stored in a coupon database and/or the portion of a 
coupon database associated with the user. The coupon data 
base and/or the portion of a coupon database associated with 
the user is then made available to a computing system imple 
mented point-of-sale system, in one embodiment, at the point 
of sale for use with a transaction currently being conducted 
through the computing system implemented point-of-sale 
system. Therefore, using the system and method for provid 
ing relevant coupons at the point of sale disclosed herein, the 
consumer can obtain, and use, electronic coupons relating to 
their purchases virtually anytime and anywhere. As result, the 
system and method for providing relevant coupons at the 
point of sale disclosed herein, spares the consumer: the pro 
cess of searching for a relevant coupon; the need to obtain a 
hard-copy of the coupon, either by cutting it out of a printed 
document or printing a copy out on a printer, the need to 
save/store the hard copy of the coupon until used; and the 
need to carry with them, and Supply, the hard copy of the 
coupon when they actually attempt to make a purchase. As a 
result, using a system and method for providing relevant 
coupons at the point of sale disclosed herein, the consumer is 
more likely to benefit from coupon offers and the goals of the 
coupon providers are also more likely to be met. 
0015. As discussed in more detail below, using the below 
embodiments, with little or no modification and/or user input, 
there is considerable flexibility, adaptability, and opportunity 
for customization to meet the specific needs of various users 
under numerous circumstances. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0016 FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary hardware 
architecture for implementing one embodiment; and 
0017 FIG. 2 is a flow chart depicting a process for pro 
viding relevant coupons at the point of sale in accordance with 
one embodiment. 

0018 Common reference numerals are used throughout 
the FIGS. and the detailed description to indicate like ele 
ments. One skilled in the art will readily recognize that the 
above FIGS. are examples and that otherarchitectures, modes 
of operation, orders of operation and elements/functions can 
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be provided and implemented without departing from the 
characteristics and features of the invention, as set forth in the 
claims. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0.019 Embodiments will now be discussed with reference 
to the accompanying FIGS., which depict one or more exem 
plary embodiments. Embodiments may be embodied in many 
different forms and should not be construed as limited to the 
embodiments set forth herein, shown in the FIGS., and/or 
described below. Rather, these exemplary embodiments are 
provided to allow a complete disclosure that conveys the 
principles of the invention, as set forth in the claims, to those 
of skill in the art. 
0020 For illustrative purposes, some embodiments are 
described herein within the framework of, and using, one or 
more computing system implemented financial management 
systems. Various specific details are discussed below, and 
shown in the accompanying FIGS., to aid one of skill in the art 
in understanding the invention. However, such specific details 
are intended to be illustrative only, and are not intended to 
restrict in any way the scope as claimed herein. In addition, 
the particular terminology used herein is intended to be illus 
trative and exemplary only, and in no way limits the scope as 
claimed. 
0021. Some embodiments are implemented in a comput 
ing system including a conventional computing system run 
ning a conventional operating system such as those distrib 
uted by Microsoft Corporation of Redmond Wash.; Apple 
Computer Inc. of Cupertino Calif.; any Unix operating sys 
tem; any Linux operating system; the Palm OS series of 
operating systems; or any other operating system designed to 
generally manage operations on a computing System, 
whether known at the time offiling or as developed later. 
Some embodiments are implemented in a mobile computing 
system running mobile operating systems such as Symbian R. 
OS, Windows(R) Mobile, or any other operating system 
designed to generally manage operations on a mobile com 
puting system, whether known at the time of filing or as 
developed later. As described more fully below, embodiments 
can be implemented on computing systems other than a con 
ventional computing system such as, for example, a personal 
digital assistant, a cell phone, or other computing system 
capable of processing computer readable data, whether 
known at the time offiling or as developed later. Computing 
systems also include those in which one or more computing 
resources (hardware or Software) are located remotely and 
accessed via network, such as a Local Area Network (LAN), 
Wide Area Network (WAN), a public network, such as the 
Internet, a private network, a combination of network types, a 
computing system bus, or other electronic medium in which 
data may be exchanged between one computing system and 
one or more other computing system(s), whether known at the 
time of filing or as developed later. Embodiments may be 
included as add-on Software for existing Software programs, 
packages or applications, and embodiments may be a feature 
of an application that is bundled with a computing system or 
sold separately. Some embodiments may also be imple 
mented as functionality embedded in hardware devices and 
systems. 
0022. Output generated by one or more embodiments can 
be displayed on a display screen, delivered from a website 
and/or web-based function, transmitted to a remote device, 
stored on any database, computer server or other storage 

Apr. 30, 2009 

mechanism, printed, or used in any other way. In addition, in 
Some embodiments, processes and/or systems described 
herein may make use of input provided to the computer device 
implementing a process and/or application, discussed herein, 
via user interface devices such as a keyboard, mouse, touch 
pad, or any other device capable of providing user input to a 
computing system or for translating user actions into com 
puting system operations, whether known at the time offiling 
or as developed later. 

Hardware System Architecture 
0023 FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary hardware 
architecture for implementing one embodiment of a system 
and method for providing relevant coupons at the point of 
sale. Such as exemplary process 200 discussed herein, that 
includes: a computing system 100, e.g., a first computing 
system; a computing system 150, e.g., a second computing 
system, in one embodiment, a point of sale computing sys 
tem; a server system 120; and a database 170, all operatively 
coupled by a network 130. 
0024. As seen in FIG. 1, computing system 100 typically 
includes a central processing unit (CPU) 101, an input/output 
(I/O) interface 105, and a memory system 103, including 
cache memory 103A. In one embodiment, memory system 
103 includes all, or part of a computing system implemented 
financial management system 180 Such as, but not limited to: 
a computing system implemented personal financial manage 
ment system; a computing system implemented business 
financial management System; a computing System imple 
mented personal accounting system; a computing system 
implemented business accounting system; a computing sys 
tem implemented tax preparation system; a computing sys 
tem implemented healthcare management system; or any 
other computing system implemented personal and/or busi 
ness data management system. In one embodiment, comput 
ing system implemented financial management system 180 is 
stored, in whole, or in part, in memory system 103, and is used 
by, associated with, or includes, as discussed below, a process 
for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale. Such as 
exemplary process 200 discussed below. 
0025 Computing system 100 may further include stan 
dard user interface devices such as a keyboard 107, a mouse 
111, a printer 109, and a display device 115, as well as, one or 
more standard input/output (I/O) devices 113, such as a com 
pact disk (CD) or DigitalVideo Disc (DVD) drive, floppy disk 
drive, or other digital or waveform port, or other device 
capable of inputting data to, and outputting data from, com 
puting system 100, whether available or known at the time of 
filing or as later developed. As discussed in more detail below, 
in one embodiment, a process for providing relevant coupons 
at the point of sale and/or a computing system implemented 
financial management system are entered, in whole, or in part, 
into computing system 100 via I/O device 113, such as from 
a CD, DVD, floppy disk, portable hard drive, memory stick, 
download site, or other medium and/or computer program 
product as defined herein. 
0026. In one embodiment, computing system 100 is a 
computing system used, at least in part, as a coupon database 
and data representing one or more coupons associated with a 
user is stored in computing system 100, typically in one or 
more accounts associated with the user. In one embodiment, 
computing system 100 is a computing system used and/or 
accessible by another computing system, such as computing 
system 150 (discussed below), a cellular telephone, a smart 
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phone, a digital wireless telephone, a Personal Digital Assis 
tant (PDA), a two-way pager, a mobile server computer, an 
Internet appliance, any other device, or any desired combina 
tion of these devices, that includes components that can 
execute all, or part, of a process for providing relevant cou 
pons at the point of sale, in accordance with at least one of the 
embodiments as described herein. 

0027. In one embodiment, computing system 150 can 
include a CPU 151, an input/output (I/O) interface 155, and a 
memory system 153, including cache memory 153A. In one 
embodiment, computing system 150 may further include 
standard user interface devices such as a keyboard 157, a 
mouse 161, a printer capability 159, and a display device 165, 
as well as, one or more standard input/output (I/O) devices 
163, such as a compact disk (CD) or DVD drive, floppy disk 
drive, or other digital or waveform port, or other device 
capable of inputting data to, and outputting data from, com 
puting system 150, whether available or known at the time of 
filing or as later developed. In one embodiment, computing 
system 150 is a point of sale computing system. 
0028. In one embodiment, memory system 153 includes 

all, or part of a computing system implemented point-of-sale 
system 190. In one embodiment, computing system imple 
mented point-of-sale system 190 is used by product and/or 
service providers, such as retailers, to conduct business trans 
actions and perform various sales functions, including, but 
not limited to, any of the following: cash register functions; 
generate receipts; categorize transactions; interface with 
inventory and/or accounting modules/applications; and/or 
create and/or store detailed transactional data regarding sales 
for accounting and/or tax purposes. In one embodiment, com 
puting system implemented point-of-sale system 190 is any 
one of numerous computing system implemented point-of 
sale systems currently available that has the ability, and/or is 
modified to have the ability, to link and/or communicate with 
a coupon database. 
0029. In one embodiment, computing system 150 is a 
computing system used, at least in part, as a coupon database 
and data representing one or more coupons associated with a 
user is stored in computing system 150, typically in one or 
more accounts associated with the user. In one embodiment, 
all, or part of electronic data representing one or more cou 
pons, and/or other marketing devices; a process for providing 
relevant coupons at the point of sale; and/or a computing 
system implemented financial management system, can be 
loaded, in whole, or in part, into computing system 150 from 
computing system 100 and/or another data source, for storage 
in memory system 153 and/or cache memory 153A. 
0030. Also shown in FIG. 1 is exemplary database 170. In 
one embodiment, database 170 is a data storage device, a 
designated server system or computing system, or a desig 
nated portion of one or more server systems or computing 
systems, such as computing system 100, computing system 
150, and/or server system 120, or a distributed database, oran 
external and/orportable hard drive. In one embodiment, data 
base 170 is a dedicated mass storage device implemented in 
Software, hardware, or a combination of hardware and Soft 
ware. In one embodiment, database 170 is a web-based func 
tion. In one embodiment, database 170 is used, at least in part, 
as a coupon database and data representing one or more 
coupons associated with a user is stored in database 170, 
typically in one or more accounts associated with the user. As 
discussed in more detail below, in one embodiment, database 
170 is under the control of the user, and/or the user's agents, 
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and/or a process for providing relevant coupons at the point of 
sale. Such as exemplary process 200, and/or a computing 
system implemented process, such as a computing system 
implemented financial management system 180 and/or a 
computing system implemented point-of-sale system 190. 
0031. In one embodiment, database 170 is used, con 
trolled, and/or accessible by, a provider of a system and 
process for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale, 
Such as process for providing relevant coupons at the point of 
sale 200, and all, or part, of the electronic data representing 
one or more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, is 
stored in database 170. In one embodiment, database 170 is 
used, controlled, and/or accessible by, a provider of a com 
puting system implemented financial management system, 
Such as a computing system implemented financial manage 
ment system 180, and all, or part, of the electronic data 
representing one or more coupons, and/or other marketing 
devices, is stored in database 170. In one embodiment, data 
base 170 is used, controlled, and/or accessible by, one or more 
coupon and/or marketing device providers and all, or part, of 
the electronic data representing one or more coupons, and/or 
other marketing devices, is stored in database 170. 
0032. In one embodiment, computing systems 100 and 
150, and database 170, are coupled to a server system 120 
through network 130. In one embodiment, server system 120 
typically includes a server system display device 125, a server 
system processor 121, a server system memory 123, and a 
server system network interface 122. 
0033. In one embodiment, server system 120 is used, at 
least in part, as a coupon database and data representing one 
or more coupons associated with a user is stored in server 
system 120, typically in one or more accounts associated with 
the user. 

0034. In one embodiment, server system 120 is used in a 
station-to-station arrangement, Such as a peer-to-peer, or 
hybrid peer-to peer, arrangement, as an indexing and/or cen 
tral server used to connect a first computing system, Such as 
computing system 100, and a second computing system, Such 
as computing system 150. 
0035. In one embodiment, server system 120 is used, con 
trolled, and/or accessible by, a provider of a system and 
process for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale, 
and/or a system and process for providing relevant coupons at 
the point of sale. Such as process for providing relevant cou 
pons at the point of sale 200, and all, or part, of the electronic 
data representing one or more coupons, and/or other market 
ing devices, is stored in server system 120. In one embodi 
ment, server system 120 is used, controlled, and/or accessible 
by, a provider of computing system implemented financial 
management system, and/or a computing system imple 
mented financial management system, such as a computing 
system implemented financial management system 180, and 
all, or part, of the electronic data representing one or more 
coupons, and/or other marketing devices, is stored in server 
system 120. In one embodiment, server system 120 is used, 
controlled, and/or accessible by, one or more coupon and/or 
marketing device providers and all, or part, of the electronic 
data representing one or more coupons, and/or other market 
ing devices, is stored in server system 120. 
0036 Network 130 can be any network or network system 
that is of interest to a user Such as, a peer-to-peer network, a 
hybrid peer-to-peer network, a Local Area Network (LAN), a 
Wide Area Network (WAN), a public network, such as the 
Internet, a private network, a combination of different net 
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work types, or any other wireless, wired, and/or a wireless and 
wired combination networks capable of allowing communi 
cation between two or more computing systems, whether 
available or known at the time offiling or as later developed. 
0037 Those of skill in the art will readily recognize that 
the components shown in FIG. 1. Such as computing system 
100 and computing system 150, database 170, server system 
120, and their respective components, are shown for illustra 
tive purposes only and that architectures with more or fewer 
components can implement, and benefit from, the invention. 
Moreover, one or more components of computing system 
100, computing system 150, database 170, and server system 
120 may belocated remotely from their respective system and 
accessed via network, as discussed herein. In addition, the 
particular type of, and configuration of computing system 
100, computing system 150, database 170, and server system 
120 are not relevant. 

0038. As discussed in more detail below, in one embodi 
ment, a process for providing relevant coupons at the point of 
sale. Such as process for providing relevant coupons at the 
point of sale 200, and/or a computing system implemented 
financial management system, such as computing system 
implemented financial management system 180, and/or a 
computing system implemented point-of-sale system, Such as 
computing system implemented point-of-sale system 190, 
and/or data representing coupons and/or other marketing 
devices, are stored, in whole, or in part, in memory system 
103 and/or cache memory 103A, of computing system 100, 
and/or memory system 153 and/or cache memory 153A of 
computing system 150, and/or in server memory system 123 
of server system 120 and/or in database 170, and executed on 
computing system 100 and/or computing system 150. As 
used herein, a memory refers to a Volatile memory, a non 
Volatile memory, or any combination of the two. 
0039. Although a process for providing relevant coupons 
at the point of sale. Such as process for providing relevant 
coupons at the point of sale 200, and/or a computing system 
implemented financial management system, Such as comput 
ing system implemented financial management system 180, 
and/or computing system implemented point-of-sale system, 
Such as computing system implemented point-of-sale system 
190, are sometimes referred to herein, alternatively, as a pro 
cess, an application, a module, a program, a component of a 
Software system, a component of a software package, a com 
ponent of a parent system, a plug-in, or a feature of a parent 
system, this terminology is illustrative only. In some embodi 
ments, a process for providing relevant coupons at the point of 
sale. Such as process for providing relevant coupons at the 
point of sale 200, and/or a computing system implemented 
financial management system, Such as a computing system 
implemented financial management system 180 and/or a 
computing system implemented point-of-sale system, Such as 
computing system implemented point-of-sale system 190, 
are capable of being called from an application or the oper 
ating system. In one embodiment, an application, process, or 
program is generally defined to be any executable code. 
Moreover, those of skill in the art will understand that when it 
is said that an application, process, oran operation takes some 
action, the action is the result of executing one or more 
instructions by a processor, such as CPUs 101 and 151, or 
server system processor 121. In one embodiment, execution 
of a process by CPU 101, CPU 151, or server system proces 
Sor 121, results in the operations of an agent computer process 
(not shown) and/or a rule computer process (not shown). 
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0040. In one embodiment, a process for providing relevant 
coupons at the point of sale, Such as process for providing 
relevant coupons at the point of sale 200, and/or a computing 
system implemented financial management system, Such as a 
computing system implemented financial management sys 
tem 180, and/or a computing system implemented point-of 
sale system 190. Such as computing system implemented 
point-of-sale system 190, and/or data representing coupons 
and/or other marketing devices, are computer applications or 
processes and/or data implemented and/or run and/or stored, 
in full, or in part, in, or on, a computer program product. 
Herein, a computer program product comprises a medium 
and/or I/O device configured to store or transport computer 
readable code, whether available or known at the time of 
filing or as later developed. Some examples of computer 
program products are CDs, DVDs, ROM cards, floppy discs, 
magnetic tapes, computer hard drives, portable hard drives, 
flash memory, Volatile and non-volatile memory sticks, serv 
ers on a network, such as server system 120 of FIG. 1, and 
signals transmitted over a network, such as network 130 of 
FIG. 1, or other media or process capable of delivering com 
puter readable data representing computer readable code, 
whether available or known at the time offiling or as later 
developed. This medium may belong to a computing system, 
Such as computing system 100 and computing system 150 of 
FIG.1, described above. However, in some embodiments, the 
medium also may be removable and/or remote from the com 
puting System. 
0041. For example, all, or part, of a process for providing 
relevant coupons at the point of sale, such as process for 
providing relevant coupons at the point of sale 200, and/or a 
computing system implemented financial management sys 
tem, Such as a computing system implemented financial man 
agement system 180, and/or a computing system imple 
mented point-of-sale system, such as computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system 190, and/or data represent 
ing coupons and/or other marketing devices, may be stored in 
a memory that is physically located in a location, such as 
server system memory 123, or database 170, of FIG. 1, dif 
ferent from a computing system, Such as computing system 
100 and computing system 150 of FIG. 1, utilizing a process 
for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale, and/or a 
computing system implemented financial management sys 
tem, and/or a computing system implemented point-of-sale 
system, and/or data representing coupons and/or other mar 
keting devices. In one embodiment, all, or part, of a process 
for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale, and/or a 
computing system implemented financial management sys 
tem, and/or a computing system implemented point-of-sale 
system, and/or data representing coupons and/or other mar 
keting devices, may be stored in a memory that is physically 
located, separate from the computing system's processor(s), 
such as CPUs 101 and 151 of FIG. 1, and the computing 
system CPUs can be coupled to the memory in a client-server 
system, such as server system 120 of FIG. 1, or, alternatively, 
via connection to another computer, Such as computing sys 
tem 100 and computing system 150 of FIG. 1, via modems 
and analog lines, digital interfaces and a digital carrier line, or 
wireless or cellular connections. 

0042. In one embodiment, the computing systems and/or 
server systems, such as computing system 100 and/or com 
puting system 150 and/or server system 120 of FIG. 1, run 
ning and/or utilizing and/or storing all, or part, of a process for 
providing relevant coupons at the point of sale, such as pro 
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cess for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale 200, 
and/or a computing system implemented financial manage 
ment system, such as a computing system implemented finan 
cial management system 180, and/or a computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system, such as computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system 190, is a portable com 
puter, a workstation, a two-way pager, a cellular telephone, a 
Smart phone, a digital wireless telephone, a PDA, a server 
computer, an Internet appliance, or any other device that 
includes components that can execute all, or part, of a process 
for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale, and/or a 
computing system implemented financial management sys 
tem, and/or a computing system implemented point-of-sale 
system, in accordance with at least one of the embodiments as 
described herein. Similarly, in another embodiment, a pro 
cess for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale, and/or 
a computing system implemented financial management sys 
tem, and/or a computing system implemented point-of-sale 
system, may be implemented on, and/or run on/by, and/or 
stored on, a computing system and/or server system that is 
comprised of multiple different computers, wireless devices, 
cellular telephones, digital telephones, two-way pagers, per 
Sonal digital assistants, server computers, or any desired com 
bination of these devices, that are coupled to perform the 
processes and/or operations as described herein. 

Process 
99 &g 99 & 0043. Herein, the terms “user”, “consumer, “individual', 

and/or “customer are used interchangeably to denote any 
party interfacing and/or interacting with a process for provid 
ing relevant coupons at the point of sale, and/or a person who 
is the Subject, or target, of all, or part of any data/information 
and/or data representing coupons obtained/provided by a pro 
cess for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale, and/or 
a legal guardian of a person who is the Subject, or target, of 
any data/information and/or data representing coupons 
obtained/provided by a process for providing relevant cou 
pons at the point of sale, and/or an authorized agent of any 
party interfacing and/or interacting with a process for provid 
ing relevant coupons at the point of sale, and/or a person who 
is the Subject, or target, of any data/information and/or data 
representing coupons obtained/provided by a process for pro 
viding relevant coupons at the point of sale, and/or any other 
authorized party associated with any party interfacing and/or 
interacting with a process for providing relevant coupons at 
the point of sale, and/or a person who is the Subject, or target, 
of any data/information and/or data representing coupons 
obtained/provided by a process for providing relevant cou 
pons at the point of sale. 
0044. Herein, the term “coupon is used to denote cou 
pons, discount certificates, discount Vouchers, sales offers, 
and/or any other marketing tool and/or device that is pre 
sented and/or offered to a user. 
0045. As used herein, the term computing system imple 
mented financial management system includes, but is not 
limited to: computing system implemented personal and 
Small business financial management systems, packages, pro 
grams, modules, or applications; computing system imple 
mented business systems, packages, programs, modules, or 
applications; computing system implemented tax preparation 
Systems, packages, programs, modules, or applications; com 
puting system implemented accounting and/or invoicing sys 
tems, packages, programs, modules, or applications; and 
various other electronic transaction driven data management 
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Systems, packages, programs, modules, or applications, 
whether known at the time of filling or as developed later. 
0046. As used herein, the term computing system imple 
mented point-of-sale system includes, but is not limited to, 
any system used to conduct business transactions and perform 
various sales functions, including, but not limited to, any of 
the following: cash register functions; generate receipts; cat 
egorize transactions; interface with inventory and/or account 
ing modules/applications; and/or create and/or store detailed 
transactional data regarding sales for accounting and/or tax 
purposes. 
0047. As used herein, the term “coupon database' is used 
to define any data storage mechanism known at the time of 
filing or as developed thereafter, such as, but not limited to: a 
data storage device, a designated server System or computing 
system, or a designated portion of one or more server systems 
or computing systems, a mobile computing system, a server 
system network, a distributed database, or an external and/or 
portable hard drive. Herein, the term “coupon database' can 
refer to a dedicated mass storage device implemented in 
Software, hardware, or a combination of hardware and Soft 
ware. Herein, the term “coupon database' can refer to a 
web-based function. Herein, the term “coupon database' can 
refer to a data storage means that is part of, or under the 
control of any computing system, including, but not limited 
to, a desktop computing system; a laptop computing system; 
a cellular telephone, a Smart phone, a digital wireless tele 
phone, a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a hand held com 
puter, any portable computer, any portable workstation, a 
two-way pager, any Internet appliance/device, or any other 
device, or any desired combination of devices, that includes a 
capability for receiving and/or storing data whether known at 
the time offiling or as developed thereafter. 
0048. In accordance with one embodiment, a system and 
method for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale 
includes a process for providing relevant coupons at the point 
of sale whereby a coupon database is provided with at least a 
portion of the coupon database, and the coupon data in that 
portion, being associated with a given user. Electronic data 
representing one or more coupons, and/or other marketing 
devices, associated with, and/or offered to, the given user is 
then provided to the coupon database and stored in the portion 
of the database associated with the user. In one embodiment, 
a computing system implemented point-of-sale system is 
then given access to the coupon database and/or the portion of 
the database associated with the user. In one embodiment, 
data and/or search parameters from the computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system are then used to search the 
portion of the database associated with the user to find any 
relevant coupons applicable to the user's current transaction 
being conducted through the computing system implemented 
point-of-sale system. In one embodiment, any relevant cou 
pons are provided to the user and/or are automatically applied 
to the current transaction. 
0049 FIG. 2 a flow chart depicting a process for providing 
relevant coupons at the point of sale 200 in accordance with 
one embodiment. Process for providing relevant coupons at 
the point of sale 200 begins at ENTER OPERATION 201 of 
FIG. 2 and process flow proceeds to PROVIDE A COUPON 
DATABASE OPERATION 203. 

0050. In one embodiment, at PROVIDE A COUPON 
DATABASE OPERATION 203 a coupon database is pro 
vided with at least a portion of the coupon database being 
associated with a given user. 
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0051. In one embodiment, the coupon database provided 
at PROVIDEA COUPON DATABASE OPERATION2O3S 
a data storage device, such as database 170 of FIG. 1, a 
designated server system, such as server system 120 of FIG. 
1, a computing system, such as computing systems 100 and/ 
or 150 of FIG. 1, a designated portion of one or more server 
systems or computing systems, a mobile computing system, a 
server system network, a distributed database, a memory 
Stick, flash memory, or an external and/orportable hard drive. 
Returning to FIG. 2, in one embodiment, the coupon database 
provided at PROVIDE A COUPON DATABASE OPERA 
TION 203 is a dedicated mass storage device implemented in 
Software, hardware, or a combination of hardware and Soft 
ware. In one embodiment, the coupon database provided at 
PROVIDEA COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 203 is a 
web-based function. In one embodiment, the coupon data 
base provided at PROVIDE A COUPON DATABASE 
OPERATION 203 is part of, or under the control of any 
computing system, including, but not limited to, a desktop 
computing system; a laptop computing system; a cellular 
telephone, a Smartphone, a digital wireless telephone, a Per 
Sonal Digital Assistant (PDA), a hand held computer, any 
portable computer, any portable workstation, a two-way 
pager, any Internet appliance/device, a digital camera, or any 
other device, or any desired combination of devices, that 
includes a capability for receiving and/or storing data whether 
known at the time offiling or as developed thereafter. 
0052. In one embodiment, once a coupon database is pro 
vided with at least a portion of the coupon database being 
associated with a given user at PROVIDE A COUPON 
DATABASE OPERATION 203, process flow proceeds to 
OBTAIN ELECTRONICDATAREPRESENTING ONE OR 
MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITHAUSER OPERA 
TION 205. 

0053. In one embodiment, at OBTAIN ELECTRONIC 
DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS 
ASSOCIATED WITHAUSER OPERATION 205 electronic 
data representing one or more coupons, and/or other market 
ing devices, such as discount Vouchers, discount certificates, 
or specific price vouchers, associated with, and/or offered to, 
the given user is created and/or obtained. 
0054. In one embodiment, the electronic data representing 
one or more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, is 
created and/or obtained at OBTAIN ELECTRONIC DATA 
REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCI 
ATED WITH A USER OPERATION 205 by scanning tradi 
tional hard copy coupons into a computing system, such as 
computing system 100 of FIG. 1, and then storing the elec 
tronic data representing one or more coupons in whole, or in 
part, in the coupon database of PROVIDE A COUPON 
DATABASE OPERATION 203. 

0055 As noted above, while traditionally coupons have 
been distributed in mostly hard-copy form by various means 
discussed above, more recently, coupons have been offered 
by, and/or through, various computing system implemented 
financial management systems and/or using electronic means 
and electronic data formats such as, but not limited to: net 
works of computing systems, including public networks Such 
as the Internet; through and/or on web-sites; by e-mail; as 
electronic coupon attachments to electronic receipts; as elec 
tronic coupon attachments to transactional data, Such as, but 
not limited to, transactional data from and/or displayed by a 
computing system implemented financial management sys 
tem, banks, credit card companies, and other financial insti 
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tutions; and/or as an electronic coupon attachment to virtually 
any electronic document and/or data and/or display. Conse 
quently, electronic data representing one or more coupons, 
and/or other marketing devices, is rapidly overtaking tradi 
tional coupon forms as the dominant coupon format. 
0056. In one embodiment, the electronic data representing 
one or more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, is 
obtained at OBTAIN ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENT 
ING ONE ORMORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH A 
USER OPERATION 205 by process for providing relevant 
coupons at the point of sale 200 directly from one or more 
coupon providers. As discussed below, in one embodiment, 
the electronic data representing one or more coupons is then 
stored, in whole, or in part, in the coupon database of PRO 
VIDE A COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 203, such as 
database 170 of FIG. 1, under the control of, maintained by, 
and/or associated with: process for providing relevant cou 
pons at the point of sale 200 (FIG. 2), and/or a provider of 
process for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale 
200; a computing system implemented financial management 
system associated with process for providing relevant cou 
pons at the point of sale 200, and/or a provider of a computing 
system implemented financial management system; a coupon 
provider, a third party data storage institution; a provider of 
products and/or services; any third party service or institu 
tion; or any other parties. 
0057. In one embodiment, the electronic data representing 
one or more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, is 
created and/or obtained at OBTAIN ELECTRONIC DATA 
REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCI 
ATED WITH A USER OPERATION 205 using, or through, 
a computing system implemented financial management sys 
tem. In one embodiment, the electronic data representing one 
or more coupons is then processed and/or categorized by the 
computing system implemented financial management sys 
tem. As discussed below, in one embodiment, the data is then 
stored, in whole, or in part, in the coupon database of PRO 
VIDE A COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 203, such as 
database 170 of FIG. 1, under the control of, maintained by, 
and/or associated with: process for providing relevant cou 
pons at the point of sale 200 (FIG. 2), and/or a provider of 
process for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale 
200; a computing system implemented financial management 
system, and/or a provider of a computing system imple 
mented financial management system; a provider of products 
and/or services; a coupon provider, a third party data storage 
institution; any third party service or institution; or any other 
parties. 
0058. In one embodiment, the computing system imple 
mented financial management system can be, but is not lim 
ited to, any of the following: a computing system imple 
mented personal financial management system; a computing 
system implemented home inventory system; a computing 
system implemented business inventory system; a computing 
system implemented point-of-sale system; a computing sys 
tem implemented personal asset management system; a com 
puting system implemented business asset management sys 
tem; a computing system implemented personal accounting 
system; a computing system implemented business account 
ing system; a computing system implemented tax preparation 
system; and/or any of the numerous computing system imple 
mented financial management systems known to those of 
skill in the art. 
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0059. In one embodiment, the electronic data representing 
one or more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, is 
created and/or obtained at OBTAIN ELECTRONIC DATA 
REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCI 
ATED WITH A USER OPERATION 205 from user input 
through a user interface device such as keyboard 107, 157, 
mouse 111, 161 of FIG. 1 or a touchpad, voice command 
recognition system, or any other device capable of providing 
user input to a computing system or for translating user 
actions into computing system operations, whether available 
or known at the time offiling or as developed thereafter. As 
discussed below, in one embodiment, the data is then stored, 
in whole, or in part, in the coupon database of PROVIDEA 
COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 203, such as database 
170 of FIG. 1, under the control of, maintained by, and/or 
associated with: process for providing relevant coupons at the 
point of sale 200 (FIG. 2), and/or a provider of process for 
providing relevant coupons at the point of sale 200; a com 
puting system implemented financial management system, 
and/or a provider of a computing system implemented finan 
cial management system; a provider of products and/or ser 
vices; a coupon provider, a third party data storage institution; 
any third party service or institution; or any other parties. 
0060. In one embodiment, the electronic data representing 
one or more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, is 
created and/or obtained at OBTAIN ELECTRONIC DATA 
REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCI 

ATED WITH A USER OPERATION 205 from any combi 
nation of the above sources, and/or from any other source, or 
using, or through, any method, means, mechanism, process or 
procedure for creating electronic data representing one or 
more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, and/or 
through any method, apparatus, process or mechanism for 
transferring data, images, screen displays, and/or text from 
one or more devices, mobile computing systems, computing 
systems, server systems, databases, web site/web functions 
and/or any devices having a data storage capability to one or 
more other devices, computing systems, server systems, data 
bases, web site/web functions and/or any devices having a 
data storage and/or display capability, whether known at the 
time offiling or as thereafter developed. As discussed below, 
in one embodiment, the data is then stored, in whole, or in 
part, in the coupon database of PROVIDE A COUPON 
DATABASE OPERATION 203, such as database 170 of FIG. 
1, under the control of maintained by, and/or associated with: 
process for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale 200 
(FIG. 2), and/or a provider of process for providing relevant 
coupons at the point of sale 200; a computing system imple 
mented financial management system, and/or a provider of a 
computing system implemented financial management sys 
tem; a provider of products and/or services; a coupon pro 
vider, a third party data storage institution; any third party 
service or institution; or any other parties. 
0061. In one embodiment, once electronic data represent 
ing one or more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, 
Such as discount Vouchers, discount certificates, or specific 
price vouchers, associated with, and/or offered to, the given 
user is created and/or obtained at OBTAIN ELECTRONIC 
DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS 
ASSOCIATED WITH A USER OPERATION 205, process 
flow proceeds to STORE THE ELECTRONIC DATA REP 
RESENTING ONE ORMORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED 
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WITH THE USER IN A PORTION OF THE COUPON 
DATABASE ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER OPERA 
TION 207. 

0062. In one embodiment, at STORE THE ELEC 
TRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE ORMORE COU 
PONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN A PORTION 
OF THE COUPON DATABASE ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
USER OPERATION 207 the electronic data representing one 
or more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, such as 
discount Vouchers, discount certificates, or specific price 
Vouchers, associated with, and/or offered to, the given user 
created and/or obtained at OBTAIN ELECTRONIC DATA 
REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCI 
ATED WITHAUSER OPERATION 205 is then provided to 
the coupon database of PROVIDEA COUPON DATABASE 
OPERATION 203 and stored in the portion of the coupon 
database associated with the user. 

0063. As discussed above, in one embodiment, at STORE 
THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR 
MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER INA 
PORTION OF THE COUPON DATABASE ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE USER OPERATION 207, the electronic data 
representing one or more coupons, and/or other marketing 
devices, of OBTAIN ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENT 
ING ONE ORMORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH A 
USER OPERATION 205 is stored in whole, or in part, in the 
coupon database of PROVIDE A COUPON DATABASE 
OPERATION 203, maintained by, accessible by, owned by, 
or otherwise related to: process for providing relevant cou 
pons at the point of sale 200, and/or a provider of process for 
providing relevant coupons at the point of sale 200; a com 
puting system implemented financial management system, 
and/or a provider of a computing system implemented finan 
cial management system; a provider of products and/or ser 
vices; a coupon provider, or any other party, by any one of the 
numerous mechanisms known to those of skill in the art. 

0064. For instance, in one embodiment, the data, in whole, 
or in part, is stored in a coupon database of PROVIDEA 
COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 203 that is a memory 
system, such as memory system 103/153 or server memory 
system 123, or database 170, of FIG. 1, or in a cache memory, 
such as cache memory 103A/153A of FIG. 1, or in any main 
memory or mass memory, associated with a computing sys 
tem, such as computing system 100 or computing system 150 
described above. In one embodiment, the data, in whole, or in 
part, is stored in a coupon database of PROVIDEACOUPON 
DATABASEOPERATION 203 that is any computing system 
and/or server system, such as computing system 100, or com 
puting system 150, or server system 120, or other device, in 
another location, or on/in a computer readable medium, and/ 
or any other computer program product, as defined herein. In 
one embodiment, the data, in whole, or in part, is stored in a 
coupon database of PROVIDE A COUPON DATABASE 
OPERATION 203 that is a webpage, in a web-based system, 
or on a public network Such as the Internet. 
0065 Returning to FIG. 2, as also discussed above, in 
some embodiments, at STORE THE ELECTRONIC DATA 
REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCI 
ATED WITH THE USER IN A PORTION OF THE COU 
PON DATABASE ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER 
OPERATION 207, the electronic data representing one or 
more coupons, and/or other marketing devices of OBTAIN 
ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE 
COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH A USER OPERATION 
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205, stored as described above in the coupon database of 
PROVIDE A COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 203, is 
maintained, in whole, or in part, by: process for providing 
relevant coupons at the point of sale 200, and/or a provider of 
process for providing relevant coupons at the point of sale 
200; a provider of products and/or services; a computing 
system implemented financial management system, and/or a 
provider of a computing system implemented financial man 
agement system; a coupon provider, a third party data storage 
institution; any third party service or institution; or any other 
parties. 
0066. In one embodiment, once the electronic data repre 
senting one or more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, 
Such as discount Vouchers, discount certificates, or specific 
price vouchers, associated with, and/or offered to, the given 
user created and/or obtained at OBTAIN ELECTRONIC 
DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS 
ASSOCIATED WITH A USER OPERATION 205 is pro 
vided to the coupon database of PROVIDE A COUPON 
DATABASE OPERATION 203 and stored in the portion of 
the coupon database associated with the user at STORE THE 
ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE 
COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN A POR 
TION OF THE COUPON DATABASE ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE USER OPERATION 207, process flow proceeds 
to PROVIDEA COMPUTING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED 
POINT OF-SALE SYSTEM OPERATION 209. 

0067. In one embodiment, at PROVIDEA COMPUTING 
SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT-OF-SALE SYSTEM 
OPERATION 209 a computing system implemented point 
of-sale system, Such as computing system implemented 
point-of-sale system 190 of FIG. 1, is provided. Returning to 
FIG. 2, computing system implemented point-of-sale sys 
tems are typically used by product and/or service providers, 
Such as retailers, to conduct business transactions and per 
form various sales functions, including, but not limited to, any 
of the following: cash register functions; generate receipts; 
categorize transactions; interface with inventory and/or 
accounting modules/applications; and/or create and store 
detailed transactional data regarding sales for accounting 
and/or tax purposes. In one embodiment, the computing sys 
tem implemented point-of-sale system of PROVIDE A 
COMPUTING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF 
SALE SYSTEM OPERATION 209 is any one of numerous 
computing system implemented point-of-sale systems cur 
rently available that has the ability, and/or is modified to have 
the ability, to link and/or communicate with the coupon data 
base PROVIDE A COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 
2O3. 

0068. In one embodiment, once a computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system is provided at PROVIDEA 
COMPUTING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF 
SALE SYSTEM OPERATION 209, process flow proceeds to 
PROVIDE THE COMPUTING SYSTEMIMPLEMENTED 
POINT OF-SALE SYSTEMACCESS THE ELECTRONIC 
DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON 
DATABASE OPERATION 211. 

0069. In one embodiment, at PROVIDE THE COMPUT 
ING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE SYS 
TEM ACCESS THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENT 
ING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 
211 the user is identified and the computing system imple 
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mented point-of-sale system of PROVIDEA COMPUTING 
SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE SYSTEM 
OPERATION 209 is given access to the portion of the coupon 
database associated with the user from STORE THE ELEC 
TRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE ORMORE COU 
PONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN A PORTION 
OF THE COUPON DATABASE ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
USER OPERATION2O7. 

0070. In one embodiment, at PROVIDE THE COMPUT 
ING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE SYS 
TEM ACCESS THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENT 
ING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 
211 the user is identified in order to determine the coupon 
database and/or the portion of the database associated with 
the user. 

(0071. In one embodiment, at PROVIDE THE COMPUT 
ING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE SYS 
TEM ACCESS THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENT 
ING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 
211 the user is identified by the computing system imple 
mented point of sale system of PROVIDEA COMPUTING 
SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE SYSTEM 
OPERATION 209 by any one of numerous methods, includ 
ing, but not limited to: a card, and/or key chain device, and/or 
other mechanism, associated with the user and/or issued by 
the provider of products and/or services implementing and/or 
operating the computing System implemented point-of-sale 
system; all or part of the account number on the user's credit 
and/or debit card, or other device, being used to pay for the 
transaction; all or part of the user's telephone number, or 
similar unique identification number, as Supplied by the user, 
in one embodiment through a user interface device such as a 
keypad and/or touch screen, and, in one embodiment, at the 
point of sale; using a Personal Identification Number (PIN), 
or similar mechanism, provided by the user, in one embodi 
ment, at the point of sale, and, in one embodiment through a 
user interface device such as a keypad and/or touch screen; 
and/or any other mechanism, known at the time offiling or as 
developed thereafter, for identifying a user. 
0072. In one embodiment, once the user is identified at 
PROVIDE THE COMPUTING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED 
POINT OF-SALE SYSTEMACCESS THE ELECTRONIC 
DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON 
DATABASE OPERATION 211, the computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system of PROVIDE A COM 
PUTING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE 
SYSTEM OPERATION 209 is given access to the portion of 
the coupon database associated with the user from STORE 
THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR 
MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER INA 
PORTION OF THE COUPON DATABASE ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE USER OPERATION 207 either directly, or 
through a computing system implemented financial manage 
ment system, via a network connection, Such as a wireless 
Internet connection or other network connection, at the time 
of the transaction. 

0073. In one embodiment, at PROVIDE THE COMPUT 
ING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE SYS 
TEM ACCESS THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENT 
ING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 
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211 the computing system implemented point-of-sale system 
of PROVIDEA COMPUTING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED 
POINT-OF-SALE SYSTEM OPERATION 209 is given 
access to the portion of the coupon database associated with 
the user from STORE THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRE 
SENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE USER IN A PORTION OF THE COUPON 
DATABASE ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER OPERA 
TION 207 either directly, or through a computing system 
implemented financial management system, using a network, 
such as network 130 of FIG.1. As noted above, network 130 
can be any network or network system that is of interest to a 
user Such as, a wireless, wired, and/or a wireless and wired 
combination network, including a peer-to-peer network, a 
hybrid peer-to-peer network, a Local Area Network (LAN), a 
Wide Area Network (WAN), a public network, such as the 
Internet, a private network, or a combination of different 
network types, capable of allowing communication between 
two or more computing systems, whether available or known 
at the time offiling or as later developed. 
0074. In one embodiment, at PROVIDE THE COMPUT 
ING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE SYS 
TEM ACCESS THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENT 
ING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 
211 the computing system implemented point-of-sale system 
of PROVIDEA COMPUTING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED 
POINT-OF-SALE SYSTEM OPERATION 209 is given 
access to the portion of the coupon database associated with 
the user from STORE THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRE 
SENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE USER IN A PORTION OF THE COUPON 
DATABASE ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER OPERA 
TION 207 by providing the mobile computing system access 
to data on any of the storage mechanisms discussed above 
with respect to OBTAIN ELECTRONIC DATA REPRE 
SENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED 
WITHAUSER OPERATION 205 and STORE THE ELEC 
TRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COU 
PONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN A PORTION 
OF THE COUPON DATABASE ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
USER OPERATION2O7. 

0075. In one embodiment, at PROVIDE THE COMPUT 
ING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE SYS 
TEM ACCESS THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENT 
ING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 
211 the computing system implemented point-of-sale system 
of PROVIDEA COMPUTING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED 
POINT-OF-SALE SYSTEM OPERATION 209 is given 
access to the portion of the coupon database associated with 
the user from STORE THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRE 
SENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE USER IN A PORTION OF THE COUPON 
DATABASE ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER OPERA 
TION 207 via a wireless, wired, and/or a wireless and wired 
combination network or any other method, means, mecha 
nism, process or procedure for providing access to data, 
images, screen displays, and/or text to one or more devices, 
computing systems, mobile computing systems, server sys 
tems, databases, web site/web functions and/or any devices 
having a data storage capability from one or more other 
devices, mobile computing systems, computing systems, 
server systems, databases, web site/web functions and/or any 
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devices having a data storage and/or display capability, 
whether known at the time offiling or as thereafter developed. 
0076. In one embodiment, once the user is identified and 
the computing system implemented point-of-sale system of 
PROVIDE A COMPUTING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED 
POINT-OF-SALE SYSTEM OPERATION 209 is given 
access to the portion of the coupon database associated with 
the user from STORE THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRE 
SENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE USER IN A PORTION OF THE COUPON 
DATABASE ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER OPERA 
TION 207 at PROVIDE THE COMPUTING SYSTEM 
IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE SYSTEM ACCESS 
THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR 
MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN 
THE COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 211, process 
flow proceeds to SEARCH THEELECTRONICDATAREP 
RESENTING ONE ORMORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE FOR 
ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO A CURRENT TRANS 
ACTION OPERATION 213. 

0077. In one embodiment, at SEARCH THE ELEC 
TRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE ORMORE COU 
PONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON 
DATABASE FOR ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO A 
CURRENT TRANSACTION OPERATION 213 data and/or 
search parameters are then used to search the portion of the 
database of PROVIDE A COUPON DATABASE OPERA 
TION 203 associated with the user and the data of OBTAIN 
ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE 
COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH A USER OPERATION 
205 and STORE THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENT 
ING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE USER IN A PORTION OF THE COUPON DATA 
BASE ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER OPERATION2O7 
to find any relevant coupons applicable to the user's current 
transaction being conducted through the computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system of PROVIDE A COM 
PUTING SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE 
SYSTEM OPERATION 209. 

0078. In one embodiment, at SEARCH THE ELEC 
TRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE ORMORE COU 
PONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON 
DATABASE FOR ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO A 
CURRENT TRANSACTION OPERATION 213 the data 
and/or search parameters are defined by the computing sys 
tem implemented point-of-sale system. For instance, in one 
embodiment, the data and/or search parameters are defined by 
the computing system implemented point-of-sale system 
based on the point of sale and/or the retailer where the trans 
action is taking place. As an example, all coupons applicable 
to the point of sale are searched for at SEARCH THE ELEC 
TRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE ORMORE COU 
PONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON 
DATABASE FOR ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO A 
CURRENT TRANSACTION OPERATION 213. In One 
embodiment, the data and/or search parameters are defined by 
the computing system implemented point-of-sale system 
based on the items being purchased and/or “level three' data 
from the computing system implemented point-of-sale sys 
tem. As an example, all coupons for any and all specific items 
being purchased may be searched for at SEARCH THE 
ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE 
COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN THE 
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COUPON DATABASE FOR ANY COUPONS RELEVANT 
TO A CURRENT TRANSACTION OPERATION 213. 

0079. In one embodiment, the data and/or search param 
eters are defined by the process for providing relevant cou 
pons at the point of sale at SEARCH THE ELECTRONIC 
DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON 
DATABASE FOR ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO A 
CURRENT TRANSACTION OPERATION 213. 

0080. In one embodiment, the data and/or search param 
eters are defined by the provider of products and/or services 
implementing and/or operating the computing system imple 
mented point-of-sale system at SEARCH THE ELEC 
TRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COU 
PONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON 
DATABASE FOR ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO A 
CURRENT TRANSACTION OPERATION 213. For 
instance, in one example, a given provider of products and/or 
services implementing and/or operating the computing sys 
tem implemented point-of-sale system, may determine to 
accept competitor coupons, and/or exclude Some coupons, 
from at SEARCH THEELECTRONICDATAREPRESENT 
ING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE FOR ANY 
COUPONS RELEVANT TO A CURRENT TRANSAC 
TION OPERATION 213. 

0081. In one embodiment, the data and/or search param 
eters are defined at SEARCH THE ELECTRONIC DATA 
REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCI 
ATED WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE 
FOR ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO A CURRENT 
TRANSACTION OPERATION 213 by the provider of the 
coupon database. In one embodiment, the data and/or search 
parameters are defined at SEARCH THE ELECTRONIC 
DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON 
DATABASE FOR ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO A 
CURRENT TRANSACTION OPERATION 213 by the cou 
pon provider. In one embodiment, the data and/or search 
parameters are defined at SEARCH THE ELECTRONIC 
DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON 
DATABASE FOR ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO A 
CURRENT TRANSACTION OPERATION 213 by the user. 
In one embodiment, the data and/or search parameters are 
defined at SEARCH THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRE 
SENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE FOR 
ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO A CURRENT TRANS 
ACTION OPERATION 213 by any other party. In one 
embodiment, the data and/or search parameters are defined at 
SEARCH THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING 
ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE FOR ANY COU 
PONS RELEVANT TO A CURRENT TRANSACTION 
OPERATION 213 by any combination of the above parties/ 
CaS. 

0082 In one embodiment, once the data and/or search 
parameters are provided and/or defined at SEARCH THE 
ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE 
COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN THE 
COUPON DATABASE FOR ANY COUPONS RELEVANT 
TO A CURRENT TRANSACTION OPERATION 213, the 
data and/or search parameters are then used to search the 
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portion of the coupon database of PROVIDE A COUPON 
DATABASE OPERATION 203 associated with the user and 
the data of OBTAIN ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENT 
ING ONE ORMORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH A 
USER OPERATION 205 and STORE THE ELECTRONIC 
DATA REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER INA PORTION OF THE 
COUPON DATABASE ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER 
OPERATION 207 to find any relevant coupons available to 
the user that are also applicable to the user's current transac 
tion being conducted through the computing system imple 
mented point-of-sale system of PROVIDEA COMPUTING 
SYSTEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE SYSTEM 
OPERATION 209. 

0083. In one embodiment, once the data and/or search 
parameters are provided and/or defined and the data and/or 
search parameters are used to search the portion of the data 
base of PROVIDE A COUPON DATABASE OPERATION 
203 associated with the user and the data of OBTAIN ELEC 
TRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE ORMORE COU 
PONS ASSOCIATED WITHAUSER OPERATION 205 and 
STORE THEELECTRONICDATAREPRESENTING ONE 
ORMORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER 
INA PORTION OF THE COUPON DATABASE ASSOCI 
ATED WITH THE USER OPERATION 207 to find any 
relevant coupons applicable to the user's current transaction 
being conducted through the computing system implemented 
point-of-sale system of PROVIDE A COMPUTING SYS 
TEM IMPLEMENTED POINT OF-SALE SYSTEM 
OPERATION 209 at SEARCH THE ELECTRONIC DATA 
REPRESENTING ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCI 
ATED WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE 
FOR ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO A CURRENT 
TRANSACTION OPERATION 213, process flow proceeds 
to PROVIDEELECTRONICDATAREPRESENTING ANY 
COUPONS RELEVANT TO THE CURRENT TRANSAC 
TION 215. 

0084. In one embodiment, at PROVIDE ELECTRONIC 
DATAREPRESENTING ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO 
THE CURRENT TRANSACTION 215, data representing 
any relevant coupons found at SEARCH THE ELEC 
TRONIC DATA REPRESENTING ONE ORMORE COU 
PONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE USER IN THE COUPON 
DATABASE FOR ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO A 
CURRENT TRANSACTION OPERATION 213 are pro 
vided to the user and/or are automatically applied to the 
current transaction. 

0085. In one embodiment, at PROVIDE ELECTRONIC 
DATAREPRESENTING ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO 
THE CURRENT TRANSACTION 215, any relevant cou 
pons found as a result of the search of the coupon database at 
SEARCH THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING 
ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE FOR ANY COU 
PONS RELEVANT TO A CURRENT TRANSACTION 
OPERATION 213 are provided and/or submitted to the user, 
and/or the provider of products and/or services implementing 
and/or operating the computing system implemented point 
of-sale system, for approval prior to being applied to the 
current transaction. 

0086. In one embodiment, at PROVIDE ELECTRONIC 
DATAREPRESENTING ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO 
THE CURRENT TRANSACTION 215, any relevant cou 
pons found as a result of the search of the coupon database at 
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SEARCH THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING 
ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE FOR ANY COU 
PONS RELEVANT TO A CURRENT TRANSACTION 
OPERATION 213 are automatically applied to the current 
transaction. 

0087. In one embodiment, at PROVIDE ELECTRONIC 
DATAREPRESENTING ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO 
THE CURRENT TRANSACTION 215, any relevant cou 
pons found as a result of the search of the coupon database at 
SEARCH THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING 
ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE FOR ANY COU 
PONS RELEVANT TO A CURRENT TRANSACTION 
OPERATION 213 are displayed on a display device of a 
computing system and/or the electronic data representing one 
or more coupons, and/or other marketing devices, is Submit 
ted to the seller at the point of sale, and at the time of the 
purchase of the product and/or service that is the subject of the 
coupon. 

0088. In one embodiment, at PROVIDE ELECTRONIC 
DATAREPRESENTING ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO 
THE CURRENT TRANSACTION 215, any relevant cou 
pons found as a result of the search of the coupon database at 
SEARCH THE ELECTRONIC DATA REPRESENTING 
ONE OR MORE COUPONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
USER IN THE COUPON DATABASE FOR ANY COU 
PONS RELEVANT TO A CURRENT TRANSACTION 
OPERATION 213 are provided using, or through, any 
method, means, mechanism, process or procedure for creat 
ing electronic data representing one or more coupons, and/or 
other marketing devices, and/or through any method, appa 
ratus, process or mechanism for transferring data, images, 
screen displays, and/or text from one or more devices, mobile 
computing systems, computing systems, server systems, 
databases, web site/web functions and/or any devices having 
a data storage capability to one or more other devices, com 
puting systems, server systems, databases, web site/web 
functions and/or any devices having a data storage and/or 
display capability, whether known at the time offiling or as 
thereafter developed. 
0089. In one embodiment, once any relevant coupons are 
provided to the user and/or are automatically applied to the 
current transaction at PROVIDEELECTRONICDATAREP 
RESENTING ANY COUPONS RELEVANT TO THE CUR 
RENT TRANSACTION 215 process flow proceeds to EXIT 
OPERATION 230. In one embodiment, at EXIT OPERA 
TION 230 process for providing relevant coupons at the point 
of sale 200 is exited to await a new coupon, and/or new 
parameters, and/or new transaction data. 
0090. Using process for providing relevant coupons at the 
point of sale 200, electronic data representing one or more 
coupons, and/or other marketing devices, is stored in a cou 
pon database and/or the portion of a coupon database associ 
ated with the user. The coupon database and/or the portion of 
a coupon database associated with the user is then made 
available to a computing system implemented point-of-sale 
system, in one embodiment, at the point of sale, for use with 
a transaction currently being conducted through the comput 
ing system implemented point-of-sale system. Therefore, 
using process for providing relevant coupons at the point of 
sale 200, the consumer can obtain, and use, electronic cou 
pons relating to their purchases virtually anytime and any 
where. As result, process for providing relevant coupons at 
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the point of sale 200 spares the consumer the process of: 
searching for a relevant coupon; obtaining a hard-copy of the 
coupon, either by cutting it out of a printed document or 
printing a copy out on a printer, saving/storing the hard copy 
of the coupon until used; and the need to carry with them, and 
Supply, the hard copy of the coupon when they actually 
attempt to make a purchase. As a result, using process for 
providing relevant coupons at the point of sale 200, the con 
Sumer is more likely to benefit from coupon offers and the 
goals of the coupon providers are also more likely to be met. 
0091. As discussed in more detail above, using the above 
embodiments, with little or no modification and/or user input, 
there is considerable flexibility, adaptability, and opportunity 
for customization to meet the specific needs of various users 
under numerous circumstances. 
0092. The present invention has been described in particu 
lar detail with respect to specific possible embodiments. 
Those of skill in the art will appreciate that the invention may 
be practiced in other embodiments. For example, the nomen 
clature used for components, capitalization of component 
designations and terms, the attributes, data structures, or any 
other programming or structural aspect is not significant, 
mandatory, or limiting, and the mechanisms that implement 
the invention or its features can have various different names, 
formats, and/or protocols. Further, the system and/or func 
tionality of the invention may be implemented via various 
combinations of Software and hardware, as described, or 
entirely in hardware elements. Also, particular divisions of 
functionality between the various components described 
herein are merely exemplary, and not mandatory or signifi 
cant. Consequently, functions performed by a single compo 
nent may, in other embodiments, be performed by multiple 
components, and functions performed by multiple compo 
nents may, in other embodiments, be performed by a single 
component. 
0093. Some portions of the above description present the 
features of the present invention in terms of algorithms and 
symbolic representations of operations, or algorithm-like 
representations, of operations on information/data. These 
algorithmic and/or algorithm-like descriptions and represen 
tations are the means used by those of skill in the art to most 
effectively and efficiently convey the substance of their work 
to others of skill in the art. These operations, while described 
functionally or logically, are understood to be implemented 
by computer programs and/or computing systems. Further 
more, it has also proven convenient at times to refer to these 
arrangements of operations as steps or modules or by func 
tional names, without loss of generality. 
0094. Unless specifically stated otherwise, as would be 
apparent from the above discussion, it is appreciated that 
throughout the above description, discussions utilizing terms 
Such as “accessing”, “analyzing”, “obtaining”, “determin 
ing”, “collecting”, “creating, “transferring”, “storing, 
“searching”, “comparing”, “providing, etc., refer to the 
action and processes of a computing system or similar elec 
tronic device that manipulates and operates on data repre 
sented as physical (electronic) quantities within the comput 
ing system memories, resisters, caches or other information 
storage, transmission or display devices. 
0.095 Certain aspects of the present invention include pro 
cess steps or operations and instructions described herein in 
an algorithmic and/or algorithmic-like form. It should be 
noted that the process steps and/or operations and instructions 
of the present invention can be embodied in software, firm 
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ware, and/or hardware, and when embodied in Software, can 
be downloaded to reside on and be operated from different 
platforms used by real time network operating systems. 
0096. The present invention also relates to an apparatus or 
system for performing the operations described herein. This 
apparatus or system may be specifically constructed for the 
required purposes, or the apparatus or system can comprise a 
general purpose system selectively activated or configured/ 
reconfigured by a computer program stored via a computer 
program product as defined herein that can be accessed by a 
computing system or other device. 
0097. Those of skill in the art will readily recognize that 
the algorithms and operations presented herein are not inher 
ently related to any particular computing system, computer 
architecture, computer or industry standard, or any other spe 
cific apparatus. Various general purpose systems may also be 
used with programs inaccordance with the teaching herein, or 
it may prove more convenient/efficient to construct more 
specialized apparatuses to perform the required operations 
described herein. The required structure for a variety of these 
systems will be apparent to those of skill in the art, along with 
equivalent variations. In addition, the present invention is not 
described with reference to any particular programming lan 
guage and it is appreciated that a variety of programming 
languages may be used to implement the teachings of the 
present invention as described herein, and any references to a 
specific language or languages are provided for illustrative 
purposes only and for enablement of the contemplated best 
mode of the invention at the time offiling. 
0098. The present invention is well suited to a wide variety 
of computer network systems operating over numerous 
topologies. Within this field, the configuration and manage 
ment of large networks comprise storage devices and com 
puters that are communicatively coupled to similar and/or 
dissimilar computers and storage devices over a private net 
work, a LAN, a WAN, a private network, or a public network, 
Such as the Internet. 
0099. It should also be noted that the language used in the 
specification has been principally selected for readability, 
clarity and instructional purposes, and may not have been 
selected to delineate or circumscribe the inventive subject 
matter. Accordingly, the disclosure of the present invention is 
intended to be illustrative, but not limiting, of the scope of the 
invention, which is set forth in the claims below. 
0100. In addition, the operations shown in the FIGS. are 
identified using a particular nomenclature for ease of descrip 
tion and understanding, but other nomenclature is often used 
in the art to identify equivalent operations. 
0101 Therefore, numerous variations, whether explicitly 
provided for by the specification or implied by the specifica 
tion or not, may be implemented by one of skill in the art in 
view of this disclosure. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A computing system implemented process for providing 

relevant coupons at the point of sale comprising: 
providing a coupon database; 
obtaining data representing one or more coupons, the one 

or more coupons being available to a user; 
storing the data representing the one or more coupons 

available to the user in the coupon database and associ 
ating the data representing one or more coupons avail 
able to a user with the user; 

providing a computing system implemented point-of-sale 
system; 
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performing a transaction with the computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system, the transaction 
involving the user; 

providing the computing system implemented point-of 
sale system access to the data representing the one or 
more coupons available to the user; 

searching the data representing the one or more coupons 
available to the user for coupons relevant to the transac 
tion; and 

providing data representing any coupons relevant to the 
transaction from the one or more coupons available to 
the user. 

2. The computing system implemented process for provid 
ing relevant coupons at the point of sale of claim 1, wherein; 

providing a coupon database comprises providing a cou 
pon database associated with a seller. 

3. The computing system implemented process for provid 
ing relevant coupons at the point of sale of claim 1, wherein; 

providing a coupon database comprises providing a cou 
pon database associated with a coupon provider. 

4. The computing system implemented process for provid 
ing relevant coupons at the point of sale of claim 1, wherein; 

providing a coupon database comprises providing a cou 
pon database associated with a computing system imple 
mented financial management system. 

5. The computing system implemented process for provid 
ing relevant coupons at the point of sale of claim 1, wherein; 

providing a coupon database comprises providing a cou 
pon database associated with the provider of the com 
puting system implemented process for providing rel 
evant coupons. 

6. The computing system implemented process for provid 
ing relevant coupons at the point of sale of claim 1, wherein; 

obtaining data representing one or more coupons, the one 
or more coupons being available to a user comprises: 

scanning one or more hard copies of coupons available to 
the user; 

storing the data representing the scanned one or more cou 
pons available to the user in the coupon database; and 

associating the data representing the scanned one or more 
coupons available to a user with the user. 

7. The computing system implemented process for provid 
ing relevant coupons at the point of sale of claim 1, wherein; 

obtaining data representing one or more coupons, the one 
or more coupons being available to a user comprises: 

obtaining the data representing one or more coupons avail 
able to the user from one or more computing system 
implemented financial management systems. 

8. The computing system implemented process for provid 
ing relevant coupons at the point of sale of claim 1, wherein; 

obtaining data representing one or more coupons, the one 
or more coupons being available to a user comprises: 

obtaining the data representing one or more coupons avail 
able to the user from one or more coupon providers. 

9. The computing system implemented process for provid 
ing relevant coupons at the point of sale of claim 1, wherein; 

searching the data representing the one or more coupons 
available to the user for coupons relevant to the transac 
tion comprises searching the data representing the one or 
more coupons available to the user for coupons relevant 
to the seller. 

10. The computing system implemented process for pro 
viding relevant coupons at the point of sale of claim 1, 
wherein; 
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searching the data representing the one or more coupons 
available to the user for coupons relevant to the transac 
tion comprises searching the data representing the one or 
more coupons available to the user for coupons relevant 
to one or more items that are being purchased through 
the transaction. 

11. The computing system implemented process for pro 
viding relevant coupons at the point of sale of claim 1, 
wherein; 

providing data representing any coupons relevant to the 
transaction of the one or more coupons available to the 
user comprises providing data representing any coupons 
relevant to the transaction for approval prior to applying 
the coupons to the transaction. 

12. The computing system implemented process for pro 
viding relevant coupons at the point of sale of claim 1, 
wherein; 

providing data representing any coupons relevant to the 
transaction of the one or more coupons available to the 
user comprises providing data representing any coupons 
relevant to the transaction to the computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system for automatic appli 
cation of the coupons to the transaction. 

13. A system for providing relevant coupons at the point of 
sale comprising: 

a coupon database; 
a computing system implemented point-of-sale system; 
and 
a processor, the processor for executing one or more 

instructions associated with a process for providing rel 
evant coupons at the point of sale, the process for pro 
viding relevant coupons at the point of sale comprising: 

obtaining data representing one or more coupons, the one 
or more coupons being available to a user; 

storing the data representing the one or more coupons 
available to the user in the coupon database; and asso 
ciating the data representing one or more coupons avail 
able to a user with the user; 

performing a transaction with the computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system, the transaction 
involving the user; 

providing the computing system implemented point-of 
sale system access to the data representing the one or 
more coupons available to the user; 

searching the data representing the one or more coupons 
available to the user for coupons relevant to the transac 
tion; and 

providing data representing any coupons relevant to the 
transaction from the one or more coupons available to 
the user. 

14. The system for providing relevant coupons at the point 
of sale of claim 13, wherein; 

the coupon database is associated with a seller. 
15. The system for providing relevant coupons at the point 

of sale of claim 13, wherein; 
the coupon database is associated with a coupon provider. 
16. The system for providing relevant coupons at the point 

of sale of claim 13, wherein; 
the coupon database is associated with a computing system 

implemented financial management system. 
17. The system for providing relevant coupons at the point 

of sale of claim 13, wherein; 
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the coupon database is associated with the provider of the 
computing system implemented process for providing 
relevant coupons. 

18. The system for providing relevant coupons at the point 
of sale of claim 13, wherein; 

obtaining data representing one or more coupons, the one 
or more coupons being available to a user comprises: 

scanning one or more hard copies of coupons available to 
the user; 

storing the data representing the scanned one or more cou 
pons available to the user in the coupon database; and 

associating the data representing the scanned one or more 
coupons available to a user with the user. 

19. The system for providing relevant coupons at the point 
of sale of claim 13, wherein; 

obtaining data representing one or more coupons, the one 
or more coupons being available to a user comprises: 

obtaining the data representing one or more coupons avail 
able to the user from one or more computing system 
implemented financial management systems. 

20. The system for providing relevant coupons at the point 
of sale of claim 13, wherein; 

obtaining data representing one or more coupons, the one 
or more coupons being available to a user comprises: 

obtaining the data representing one or more coupons avail 
able to the user from one or more coupon providers. 

21. The system for providing relevant coupons at the point 
of sale of claim 13, wherein; 

searching the data representing the one or more coupons 
available to the user for coupons relevant to the transac 
tion comprises searching the data representing the one or 
more coupons available to the user for coupons relevant 
to the seller. 

22. The system for providing relevant coupons at the point 
of sale of claim 13, wherein; 

searching the data representing the one or more coupons 
available to the user for coupons relevant to the transac 
tion comprises searching the data representing the one or 
more coupons available to the user for coupons relevant 
to one or more items that are being purchased through 
the transaction. 

23. The system for providing relevant coupons at the point 
of sale of claim 13, wherein; 

providing data representing any coupons relevant to the 
transaction of the one or more coupons available to the 
user comprises providing data representing any coupons 
relevant to the transaction for approval prior to applying 
the coupons to the transaction. 

24. The system for providing relevant coupons at the point 
of sale of claim 13, wherein; 

providing data representing any coupons relevant to the 
transaction of the one or more coupons available to the 
user comprises providing data representing any coupons 
relevant to the transaction to the computing system 
implemented point-of-sale system for automatic appli 
cation of the coupons to the transaction. 

25. A computing system implemented point-of-sale system 
comprising: 

a computer readable medium; 
and computer program code, encoded on the computer 

readable medium, comprising computer readable 
instructions for: 

performing a transaction, the transaction involving a user; 
accessing data representing one or more coupons available 

to the user, the data representing the one or more cou 
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pons available to the user being associated with the user providing data representing any coupons relevant to the 
and stored in a coupon database; transaction from the one or more coupons available to 

searching the data representing the one or more coupons the user. 
available to the user for coupons relevant to the transac 
tion; and ck 


