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This invention relates to a card-holder or
label-holder of thin resilient sheet-material
and of open curved form, so that it may be
sprung upon the cylindrical platen of a
typewriting machine to grasp or grip the
platen for detachably holding it in position
thereon by reason of its resiliency, and for
gripping and pressing a card or label
against the platen to hold it for typing.

Objects of the invention are to produce &
simple and inexpensive device for effective-
Iy holding cards or labels, and for facilitat-
ing edgewise insertion of a card or label be-
tween card-gripping or label-gripping por-
tions of the holder and the platen.

According to the present invention, the
helder comprises a body-part provided at
its forward margin with one or more longi-
tudinally-ribbed platen-gripping fingers, the
ribs of which extend back into the body-
part, said finger or fingers being coopera-
tive with the body-part to grip the platen
for retaining the holder in place thereon,
and the forward margin of the body-part
being also provided with one or more card-
gripping or label-gripping fingers forming
gripping lips at their free ends. The card-
gripping or label-gripping fingers each have
an outwardly-bulged portion and a fulerum-
forming portion to fulerum on the platen
between said bulged portion and said grip-
ping lip, so that pressure of a finger of the
typist applied to the bulged portion will
raice the gripping lip away from the platen
to provide for the insertion and adjustment
of the margin of a card or lakel beneath
said lip, the depressible bulged portions pro-
jecting from the platen to a less extent than
the ribs on the platen-gripping fingers, so
that the projecting ribs will prevent a usual
feed-roll, or other parts of the machine ad-
jacent the platen, from depressing the bulged
portions and thereby unintentinnally releas-
ing the card or label held by the gripping
lips.

Other features and advantages will here-
inafter appear.

In the accompanying drawings,

Tiguré 1 is a partly diagrammatic per-
spective front view of a cylindrical platen
and a feed-roll, tegether with the card-hold-
ing or label-holding device of the present
invention upon the platen, and holding a
card or label thereon, and shows the card

or label holder in a position convenient for
inserting the card or label.

Figure 2 is a somewhat enlarged end view
from the left in Figure 1, further showing
an upraised type-bar, and showing the card
or label holder in vertical section on a plane
indicated by the bent line 2—2 of Figure 1,
the card or label being shown as held in po-
sition for typing upon its lower margin.

Figure 3 is a similar view, with the type-
bar and feed-roll omitted, and with the card
or label holder shown in end elevation.

Rigure 4 is a view similar to Figure 2
with parts omitted, and shows the platen
and holder in position for conveniently in-
serting a card or label, and further shows
the operation of inserting the card or label.

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 2 with
parts omitted, and with the holder turned
end for end or reversed upon the platen, for
holding the card or label by its upper mar-
gin instead of by its lower margin, as in the
preceding figures.

The illustrated embodiment of the card-
holder or lakel-holder of the present inven-
tion comprises a platen-gripping body-part
1 having parallel side edges 2, and provided
with an abruptly tapered rear end portion 3
having a rounded free end 4, the body-part
1 having rounded corners 5 at the base of
its tapered end portion 3.

The forward margin of the body-part 1 is
provided with a set or series of narrow plat-
en-gripping fingers 6, shown as four in num-
ber, and it is also provided with a set or
series of comparatively wide card-gripping
or label-gripping fingers 7 arranged between
and alternating with the platen-gripping
fingers 6 and shown as three in number.
Each of the platen-gripping fingers 6 is pro-
vided with an outwardly-projecting rib or
ward 8 extending from a point near its free
end longitudinally thereof into and substan-
tially throughout the length of the body-part
1, to the exclusion of its tapered rear end
portion 3. Kach rib 8 has sloping or taper-
ing front and rear ends 9 and 10, which are
not liable to catch upon any adjacent part
of the machine when the platen and holder
are rotated together,

The card-gripping or label-gripping fin-
gers 7 terminate in aligned straight grip-
ping edges or lips 11, each gripping edge
or lip 11 being carried by a comparatively
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narrow transversely - extending outwardly
rounded or bulged portion 12." A second or
inner and wider transversely-extending out-
wardly-bulged portion 13 is provided, and
between the outwardly-bulged portion 12
and 13 the card-gripping or label-gripping
finger is sharply curved or bent inward at
14 to form a platen-engaging fulerum, which
is normally slightly out of contact with the
platen 15, as shown in Figures 2, 3 and 5,
so as to enable the utilization of the resili-
ency of the gripping fingers 7 throughout
their full length, and causing the gripping
lips 11 to grip and effectively hold the mar-
gin of a card or label 16 against the platen,
as shown in Figures 1, 2, 3 and 5. Pressure
of the fingers upon the inner bulged por-
tions 13 will press the fulera 14 against the
platen and raise the gripping lips 11 away
from the platen to provide for the insertion
of the edge of the card or label 16 between
the gripping lips 11 and the platen 15, as
shown in Figure 4.

The platen-gripping fingers 6 are soine-
what shorter than the card or label holding
fingers 7, so as not to interfere with the
passing of the edge of the card or label 16
beneath the gripping lips 11, preferably
the outer corners at the ends of the platen-
gripping fingers 6 being slightly rounded,
as most clearly shown in Figure 4. Tt will
be understood, however, that the thickness
of the sheet-material forming the holder is
somewhat exaggerated in the drawings for
purposes of clear illustration. When the
card or label 16 is fully inserted, it is pref-
erably pushed beneath the released gripping
lips 11 far enough so that its inserted edge
will override or pass to the outside of the
extreme end portions of the platen-gripping
fingers 6, against which it will be pressed
by the lips 11, and where it may be aligned
in the angles formed between the outer lip-
carrying bulged portions 12 of the card-
holding or label-holding fingers 7 and by
the forward sloping ends 9 of the ribs 8 on
the platen-gripping fingers 6, as shown in
Figures 1, 2, 83 and 5. The ribs 8 project
farther from the platen than the lip-releas-
ing bulged portions 13, so that, as the platen
15 is rotated, the ribs 8 will hold a usual
feed-roll 17, or other parts of the machine
adjacent the platen, such, for example, as
the usual scale-plate, out of contact with the
lip-releasing bulged portions 13, thereby to
prevent the unintentional release of the card
or label by the gripping lips 11. -

In order to insert the lower margin of
the card or label 16 beneath the gripping
lips 11, the platen 15 should be turned to
about the position shown in Figures 1 and 4.
After the.card or label 16 has been thus in-
serted, the platen 15 may be rotated back-
wardly, so that the holder will carry the
card or label around with the platen and
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bring it down to the typing position, in
which the upper margin of the card or label
16 will be above the printing-point, and, as

the typing. continues, the platen being vo--

tated or line-spaced forwardly as usual, the
lower margin of the card or label 16 held
by the gripping lips 11 will be brought to a
position just above the printing-point, as
shown in Figure 2. In the typing position
of the card or label shown in Figure 2, the
printing-point is indicated by the lower-
most of the three types appearing upon the
raised type-head 18.

The resilient holder may be placed upon
the platen with the fingers on its forward
end directed upwardly, so that the gripping
lips 11 will hold the card or label by its
lower margin, as shown in TFigures 1, 2, 3
and 4, or the holder may be placed upon the
platen with the fingers thereon directed for-
wardly and downwardly towards the front
of tne platen, so that the gripping lips 11
may hold the card or label 16 by its upper
margin, as shown in Figure 5. To insert
the card or label 16 in the manner shown in
Figure 5, the platen 15 is rotated to sub-
stantially the same position shown in Fig-
ure 4, which will be somewhat farther
around in the forward direction than the
position tnereof shown in Figure 5. The
upper margin of the card or label 16 may
then be inserted beneath the gripping lips
11 in substantially the same manner that the
lower margin thereof would be inserted, as
shown in Figure 4 and hereinbefore de-
scribed. After the card or label 16 has been
thus inserted, the platen 15 may be rotated
in a forward direction, so that the holder
will carry the card or label around with the
platen and bring it up to the typing position
shown in Figure 5, in which the upper mar-
gin of the card or label will be held above
the printing-point by the gripping lips 11,
and at its lower margin the card or label
may be further held and pressed against the
platen by means of the usnal front feed-roll
17, as'shown in Figure 5.

The platen-gripping : tingers 6 and the
card-gripping or label-gripping fingers 7 are
sufficiently spaced or separated, as shown in
Figure 1, that they may act independently
without interference or coming into contact
with one another, so as to effectively perform
their respective functions, as hereinbefore
described. The narrow platen-gripping fin-
gers 6 are stiffened by means of the ribs 8,
so as to co-operate effectively with the body-
part 1 in gripping the platen, and, by rea-
son of their minimum width or narrowness,
provide space for the much wider card-hold-
ing or label-holding fingers 7, thereby en-
abling the gripping lips 11 to be of maxi-
mum length for effectively gripping and
holding the card or label 16.

While, in the form of the invention shown

70

(e

80

86

80

100

105

110

115

130



10

20

25

40

50

13
<

60

1,590,089

in the drawings, the holder has three card-
holding or label-holding fingers 7 and four
platen-gripping fingers 6, obviously the
number of these fingers could be either re-
duced or multiplied, the holder being made
correspondingly longer or shorter, as may be
desired or required for any particular class
of work. However, the holder shown in the
drawings has been found satisfactory for the
various sizes of cards or labels which it com-
monly will be desired to type upon. It
should be noted that the holder shown in
the drawings is capable of effectively hold-
ing a card or label 19, shown in dot-and-
dash lines in Figure 1, which is of much
less width than the card or label 16. In
Figure 1, the narrow card or label 19 is
shown as inserted beneath the lip 11 of the
right-hand card-holding or label-holding
finger 7, and is aligned and further held by
the two adjacent platen-gripping fingers 6,
in a manner similar to that hereinbefore de-
seribed for the wider card or label 16,

The holder is made of suitable thin re-
silient sheet-material, preferably spring-
tempered steel, and, as a whole, including
the fingers 6 and 7, is in the form-of a curved
shell or open sleeve of slightly greater cir-
cumferential length between its rear end 10
and its forward end 9, as determined by the
ends of the platen-gripping fingers 6 and by
the gripping edges or lips 11 of the card-
holding or label-holding fingers 7, than half
the circumference of the cylindrical platen
15, as shown in Figures 2 to 5, inclusive,
so that, when the holder is sprung upon the
platen, as shown in the drawings, it will
clasp and grip the platen, so as to be held
thereon to rotate therewith. It should be
noted that the card-holding or label-holding
fingers 7 co-operate with the platen-gripping
fingers 6 in retaining the holder upon the
platen. The platen-gripping fingers 6 are
relied upon to be effective to prevent any
displacement of the holder on the platen.
The gripping lips 11 of the fingers are more
particularly relied upon for effectively grip-
ping the margin of the card or label to the
platen, and also for pressing the margin of
the card or label down upon the underlying
ends of the platen-gripping fingers 6, as
shown in the drawings and hereinbefore de-
seribed.

After the typing operation is completed,
the platen may be rotated in a forward direc-
tion from the Figure 2 position to the posi-
tion shown in IFigures 1 and 4, for con-
veniently replacing a typed card or label
with a card or 1abel to be typed, which may
then be brought to the printing-position in
the manner above described. When the card
or label is gripped by its upper margin,
gshown in Figure 5, substantially the saime
operation may take place. " When a card or
Jabel has its lower margin clipped to the

g

platen by the lips 11, as shown in Figures 1.
2 and 8, any suitable means, such as the usual
front paper-finger, not shown, may be pro-
vided for pressing its top margin against the
platen, or, without additional holding means,
a line may be typed on the card or label 16
near its lower edge and just above the grip-
ping lips or edges 11, as shown in Figure 2.
The resilient fingers 6 and 7, together with
the tapered rear end portion 3 of the body-
part 1, facilitate the placing of the resilient
holder upon the platen 15 or its removal
therefrom.

Variations may be resorted to within the
scope of the invention, and portions of the
improvements may be uced without others.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim:

1. To co-operate with a cylindrical platen
of a typewriting machine, a card or label
holder of thin resilient sheet-material to be
sprung upon the platen to grip the platen,
gso as to be detachably held in position
thereon by reason of its resiliency, said hold-
ing comprising a body-part, and a series or
set of fingers, at least one of which is for
gripping and pressing one of the margins
of a card or label against the platen to
hold it for typing, and at least another of
which is for cooperating with the body-part
to grip the platen for retaining said holder
in place on the platen, said platen-grip-
ping finger or fingers being provided longi-
tudinally thereof with an outwardly-pro-
jecting stiffening rib extending back into
said body-part, and said card or label grip-
ping fingers or fingers having a gripping
lip at the free end thereof, and back of said
lip having a portion bulged away from the
platen and also having a fulcrum-forming
portion to be pressed against the platen be-
tween said gripping lip and said bulged por-
tion, so that pressure upon said bulged por-
tion will raise said lip away from the platen
to facilitate the insertion and adjustment
of the card or label, said bulged portion
projection from the platen to a less extent
than said stiffening rib, whereby said bulged
portion will not be pressed upon by parts
of the machine adjacent the platen when
the platen is rotated.

2. To co-operate with a cylindrical platen
of a typewriting machine, a card or label
holder of thin resilient sheet-material to be
sprung upon the platen to grip the platen,
go as to be detachably held in position there-
on by reason of its resiliency, said card or
label holder comprising a body-part, and
a set or series of alternately-arranged platen-
gripping and card-gripping or label-grip-
ping fingers projecting from the forward
end margin of the body-part, said platen-
gripping fingers each having an outwardly-
projecting strengthening rib extending from
adjacent its free end longitudinally thereof
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into said body-part, and said card-gripping
or label-gripping fingers each having at its
free end an outwardiy-bulged portion form-
ing a gripping lip at the end of the finger
to press one of the margins of a card or
label against the platen for holding it for
typing, and having a second outwardly-
bulged portion inwardly from said lip-form-
ing bulged portion, and further having be-
tween said bulged portions a transversely-
extending inturned substantially angular
portion to form a fulcrum on the platen, so
that pressure of the fingers upon said sec-
ond or inner bulged portions will raise said
oripping lips away from the platen to pro-
vide for the imsertion and adjustment of
the margin of the card or label beneath said
lip, said second outwardly-bulged portions
projecting outwardly from the platen to a
less extent than said strengthening ribs,
whereby, when the platen is rotated, said
strengthening ribs will hold a feed-roller
or other parts of the machine adjacent the
platen out of contact with the second bulged
portions of said card-gripping or label-grip-
ping fingers to prevent the unintentional ve-
lease of the card or label by said gripping
lips.

3. To co-operate with a cylindrical platen
of a typewriting machine, a card or label
holder of thin resilient sheet-material to be
sprung upon the platen to grip the platen,
<0 as to be detachably held in position there-
on by reason of its resiliency, said card or
label holder comprising a body-part, and a
set or series of alternately-arranged platen-
gripping and card-gripping or label-grip-
ping fingers projecting from the forward
end margin of the body-part, said platen-
gripping fingers each having an outwardly-
projecting strengthening rib extending from
adjncent its free end longitudinally there-
of into said body-part, and said card-grip-
ping or label-gripping fingers each having
at its free end an outwardly-bulged por-
tion forming a gripping lip at the end of
the finger to press one of the margins of
a card or label against the platen for hold-
ing it for typing, and having 2 second out-
wardly-bulged portion inwardly from said
lip-forming bulged portion, and further hav-
ing between said bulged portions a trans-
versely-extending inturned substantially an-
gular portion to form a fulcrum on the
platen, so that pressure of the fingers upon
said second ov inner bulged. portions will
aise sald gripping lips away from the
platen to provide for the insertion and ad-
justment of the margin of a card or label
beneath said lip, said second outwardly-
bulged portions projecting outwardly from
the platen to a less extent than said strength-
ening ribs, whereby, when the platen is ro-
tated, said strengthening ribs will hold a
feed-roller or other parts of the machine ad-
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jacent the platen out of contact with the
second bulged portions of said card-grip-
ping or label-gripping fingers to prevent the
unintentional release of the card or label by
said gripping lips, said strengthening ribs
terminating in sloping ends near the free
ends of said platen-gripping fingers, said
sloping ends forming angles with the in-
ner convexly-curved surfaces of said lip-
forming portions, so that the margin of the
card or label may be inserted beneath said
lips and over the ends of said platen-grip-
ping fingers and aligned at its edge in said
angles,

4. To co-operate with a cylindrical platen
of a typewriting machine, a card or label
holder of thin resilient sheet-material to be
sprung upon the platen to grip the platen,
so as to be detachably held in position
thereon by reason of its resiliency, said card

r label holder comprising a body-part, a set
of more than two narrow platen-gripping
fingers projecting from: the forward end
margin of the body-part to co-operate there-
with to grip the platen, and a set of more
than two comparatively wide card-gripping
or label-gripping fingers projecting from
the forward end margin of the body-part
and arranged in alternate relation with and
spaced from said narrow platen-gripping
fingers, said platen-gripping fingers each
having an outwardly-projecting stiffening or
strengthening rib extending from adjacent
its free end longitudinally thereof into and
substantially throughout the body-part, and
said card-gripping or label-gripping fingers
cach having at its free end a gripping lip
forming a straight edge to press one of the
margins of a card or label against the platen
for holding it for typing, and also having
an outwardly-bulged depressible portion
and -a fulerum-forming portion to fulerum
on the platen between said bulged portion
and said gripping lip, so that pressure ap-
plied to said bulged portions will raise said
gripping lips away from the platen to pro-
vide for the insertion and adjustment of the
margin of the card or label beneath said
lips, said depressible portions projecting
from the platen to a less extent than said
ribs, whereby said bulged portions will not
be depressed by a feed-roller or other parts
of the machine adjacent the platen when the
platen is rotated, thereby preventing the
unintentional release of the card or label by
said gripping lips, said platen-gripping
fingers being of less length than said card-
eripping or label-gripping fingers in order
to facilitate the insertion of the edge of the
card or lakel beneath said lips, and said ribs
on the platen-gripping fingers and body-part
having sloping ends to prevent their catch-
ing upon adjacent parts of the machine as
the platen is rotated.

5. To co-operate with a cylindrical platen
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of a typewriting machine, a card or label
holder of thin resilient sheet-material curved
to form an open sleeve to be sprung upon
the platen to closely hug and grip the platen,
so as to be detachably held in position there-
on by reason of its resiliency, said card or
label holder comprising a body-part, a plu-
rality of narrow platen-gripping fingers
projecting from the forward end margin of
the body-part and co-operating with the
body-part to grip the platen, said platen-
gripping fingers each having an outwardly-
projecting rib extending from adjacent its
free end longitudinally thereof into said
body-part, and a wide card-gripping or
label-gripping finger projecting from the
forward end margin of the body-part be-
tween and spaced from two of said platen-
gripping fingers, said card or label gripping
finger having a straight edge forming a
gripping lip at its free end.

6. A device of the character described,
comprising a thin sheet of resilient material
arranged to be sprung around the platen of
a typewriting machine and to maintain it-
self thereon, said device including means for
clamping a card or label to the platen, said
clamping means having a lip and a lip-re-
leasing portion bulged away from the platen,
and guards extending outwardly from the
surface of the platen to hold a feed-roller or
other parts of the machine out of contact
with the lip-releasing bulged portion of the
card-clamping means when the platen is
rotated.

7. A device of the character described,
comprising a thin sheet of resilient material
and extending around more than half the
circumference of the platen so as to retain
itself thereon, sprung around the platen of
a typewriting machine, said device including
means for clamping a card or label to the

5

platen, said clamping means having a lip
and a lip-releasing portion bulged away
from the platen, and clearance means car-
vied by said device effective to cause a feed-
roller or other parts of the machine to be
moved out of contact with the lip-releasing
bulged portion of the card-clamping means
during a portion of the rotation of the
platen.

8. A device -of the character described
having a thin cylindrical segment of re-
silient material sprung around the platen
of a typewriting machine, said device in-
cluding a plurality of circumferentially-
extending ribs alternating with work-grip-
ping fingers, the ribs projecting radially
beyond the fingers to prevent a feed-roller
from engaging with the fingers.

9. A device of the character described
having a thin cylindrical segment of re-
silient material sprung around the platen
of a typewriting machine, said device in-
cluding a plurality of circumferentially-
extending ribs alternating with work-grip-
ping fingers, said fingers having lips pro-
jecting along the surface of the platen be-
yond the ribs to press a work-piece against
the platen, said ribs projecting radially be-
vond the fingers to prevent a feed-roller
from engaging with the fingers.

10. A device of the character described
having a cylindrical segment of thin re-
silient material sprung around the platen
of a typewriting machine, said device in-
cluding a plurality of gripping fingers and
circumferentially-extending ribs which pro-
ject radially beyond the gripping fingers to
ward off a feed-roller from the gripping
fingers, the fingers alternating with the ribs
and having work-engaging tips and depress-
ible work-releasing portions.
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